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CHARACTER and PRAISE. 


or 


«. 2 


. 1 R 1 ö Sal. 
| EN I YRU Sn may with great pro- 
5 C priety and jultneſs be allowed 
HM to be the molt accompliſhed 
prince and wiſeſt conqueror to be found 
in profane hiſtory. He was poſſeſſed 

of noble ſentiments, wiſdom; courage, 
magnanimity, moderation, and every o- 
ther quality neceſſary to form a great 
man; a wonderful affability, by which 
Be gained the affections ef all, and a 

8 3 
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» great degree of prudence i in managing 
the tempers of men after he had gained 
them: a perfect maſter of the military 
art, ſo far as it was known; a great Ca» 
pacity for forming, and an equal ſtea- 
dineſs and magnanimity in executing the 
greateſt projects. 

- Crxvs was not like thoſe heroes who 
only ſhine in the field, and make fo poor 
a figure on other occaſions ;/ in him you 
find none of thoſe inconſiſtancies; he 


was always the great man; his real me- 


rit was a ſufficient foundation and ſup- 


port for his greatneſs; he made it his 
fludy to render himſelf affable and eaſy 


of accels, and this always procured him 


the cordial affection and ſincere _— 


of his people. 

Hz was a perfect maſter of PO art 
* inſinuation, one of the moſt neceſſary 
qualifications for thoſe that govern. He 


1 
3 


6# rR Us. v 
knew the advantages that might ariſe 
from a ſingle word well timed, from giv- 
ing commands tempered with reaſon, 
from a little praiſe in granting a ſavour, 
and a refuſal ſoltened with the expreſ- 
frons of good will and concern. 

HE was rich in faithful friends, a 
moſt valuable wealth which moſt ſove- 
_ reizns want. Cyrus having a love for 
this, made him friendly, for no man de- 
fires triendſhip who is void of it; 
© Cyzvs's temper was infinitely remov- 
ed. from that ill-judged haughtineſs, 
which deprives the great from conver (-- 
jng freely with perſons of merit, though 
n the ioferior ſtations in life; yet, not- 
withianding this, he alweys preſerved 
is much decorum as was neceſſary to 
keep up his dignity; 

Hx expreſsly commanded his friends 
fo tell him whatever they thought, He 
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never undertook any thing without aſk» 
ing the advice of his officers, though he 
was ſuperior to the whole of them. He 


was quite of a different opinion from 


thoſe who always reject the moſt excel- 
lent projects, if they do not proceed from 


themſelves, and therefore if there was 


any reformation to be made in the go- 


vernment, any change i in the army, or 
any new enterprize to be formed, he 


made every man give his opinion and 


ſentiments, by which he eee cor- 
rected his own. 


Cicxro obſerves, that i in all his _ | 


* he never was obſer ved to 


ſpeak one roug gh or angry word, or a- 


ny harſh or affenbire expreſſion : what 
an encomium was this for a prince, in 
ſpight of all the effects of ſoverei gu pow» 


er, always to command ſuch a ſerenity 
and compoſure of mind, that was not ta 


, WG 
1 2 
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be ruffled with any croſſes, diſappoint- 
ments or unforeſeen accidents ! 26 4 
Bor what will ſtill tend more to 
his praiſe, was the love he bore to his 


people, always conſidering himſelf in the | 


light of a ſhepherd, an image in which 
both ſacred and profane antiquity have 
repreſented good kings. He was per- 
ſuaded, that all his labours and endea- 
vours ought always to be employed for 
the good of his people; he thought it 
his duty to watch, that his people might 
live in ſafety, to-inure himſelf to anxi- 
eties and cares, that his people might be 
exempt from them; he placed his de- 
light in ſeeing his people increaſe and 
multiply, and in reproving whatſoever 
was hurtful and prejudicial to them, and 
valiantly to expoſe his own perſon in 
their protection and defence. 5535 
Ir is always reaſonable, chat the ſub- bs 
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jects ſhould render him all the ſervice he 
ſtands in need of; but at the ſame time 
he judged it more reaſonable for him to 
take care of his ſubjects, as the ſhepherd: 
does of his flock, becauſe it is for that 
very end he is their king. 

- WHEN a man is born to goyern, he 
is born for others, for it is but one thing 
to be the ſovereign and the guardian of 
the common wealth; the end of govern- 
ing others being only to be uſeful and 
ſerviceable to them: the very character 
of their greatneſs is, that they are con- 
ſecrated to the public good, and this is 
the very baſis and foundation of their 
greatneſs, They may be very properly 
compared to a light, that is ſet on high, 
to ſhed its beams upon every thing mov- 
ivg in a lower ſphere, | 

IT was by being in poſſeſſion of all 
-thefe virtues, that he was capable of 
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founding ſuch an extenſive empire in ſo 
ſhort a time, and to enjoy the fruits of 


his labours and conqueſts peaceably for 


ſo many years; that gained him the love 
and eſteem of all the nations he had con- 
quered, as well as of his natural born 


ſubjects, who looked upon him as the 
common father of all his people, and. 
made him a univerſally regretied after; his 
death. 3 _ 
Bur indeed when we 3 that 
God himſelf had formed him to be the 
agent and initrument of his gracious de- 


ſigns towards his peculiar people, we 
need not be ſurpriſed, that Cyrus was ſa- 


accompliſhed in every Pagan virtue. 


I wovuLD. not, however, be under- 
flood as though I meant that God form- 
ed him by afeeſible miracle ſuch a com. 


_ pleat perſon, as all the accounts. we have 
of him in hiſtory make us believe: but 
Ks 
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that God implanted in his mind the ſeeds: 
of all the nobleſt qualities, gave him a 
happy genius, diſpofed his heart to aſ- 

pire after the moſt ſublime and exeel- 
lent virtues, ordering. that this ge- 
nius ſhould. be cultivated by a good edu- 

cation for the great deſigns for which 

he had intended him... We need not be 
afraid: of affirming, that the greateſt ex - 
cellencies which Cyrus poſfeſſed were 
owing to his education; his being brought 
up amongſt his ſubjects, always under 


the ſubjeQion and authority of his teach- 


ers: this eradicated the ſeeds of that 
pride which is ſo natural to printes. He 
was taught to obey before he command- 
ed, accuſtomed to temperatce and ſo- 
br iety; an enemy to all luxury, pride 
and flattery; inured to bardſhip; gen- 
tle, modeſt, affable, obliging, compaſſi- 
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OF CYRUS * 


dnate, and ſuch a one as we ſee bim re 
preſented in his whole conduct. 

Ir muſt be acknowledged, that fack- 
a king as this is the gift of God, and 
one of the moſt precious bleflings that 
heaven can beſtow on mortals, Not 
has the darkneſs of the religion of In- 
ſidels been able to hide this truth from 
them, that all good kings are the gifts 
of God, and that the moſt perfect re- 
ſemblance of the Deity is a jaſt, modeſt, 
moderate, chaſte, and virtaous prince, 
who reigns with no other view but to 
eſtabliſh juſtice and virtue. Yet upon 
a cloſe examination of the life of this: 
prince there is one Circumſtance want- 
ing to make his glory more brilliant, 
and which might have raiſed bim to the 
higheſt pitch in the eſtimation. of all 
mankind; and that is, being reduced to 
ſuch grievous calamities for ſome time, 
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a8 to diſcover the greatnels of his foul 
in ſtruggling under, and at laſt furs 
mounting thoſe difficulties by a ſudden. 
turn of fortune. It was the opinion 
of the emperor: Galba in his advice to 
his adopted ſon Piſo, that the ſtings of 

proſperity were infinitely ſharper than 

| thoſe of ad ver ſity; for thatthe ſoul was 
put to a more ſevere trial by proſperity 
than adverſity: and his reaſon for this 
aſſer tion was; that proſperity inſenſibiy 
attacks the mind, and by ſecretly inf 
nuating a poiſon into it diſcovers all its 
weak neſſes; whereas, when misfortunes 
turn upon a man, the ſoul ſummons up 
all her ſtrength to bear the burden with 
becoming fortitude. And thus it will 
appear; that adverſity, when ſopported 

by a noble dignity and invincible pati- 
| "ence, adds a greater luſtre to the prince's 
glory, and gives him an opportunity of 
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if playing a great many glorious quali- 


ties, which would have been buried in 


the boſom of proſperity; he has an op- 


portunity of diſplaying a greatneſs of 
ſoul independent of any out ward ſup- 
port; a bold perſevering conſtancy is 
proof againſt the moſt tremendous ſtrokes 
of fortune; a ſoul filled with magnani- 


| mity, fruitful in expedients for improv- 


ing croſſes and diſappointments, and 


leaving ſuch proſpects and preſence of 


mind, to foreſee and provide for every 


diſorder, and to afford ſupport to Ane 


who ſtand in need of it. 
Cxxus was deſtitute of this kind of 
glory, though he informs us, that dur- 


ing the whole courſe of his life his hap- 
pineſs was never interrupted by any un. 


fortunate accident; and' the continued 
ſucceſs he had in all his enterprizes fully 
anſwered his moſt ſanguine expectations. 
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But there is one thing, which is almoſt 
incredible to ſome perſons, which he 
himſelf-informs us, was the ſource of 

all his evenneſs of temper and modera- 

tion, for which he can never be too 
much commended; it was that he al- 

ways preſer ved a ſecret fear in his mind, 

hat misfortunes and changes might ap- 

pen; and this prudent fear was a pre- 

ſervative againſt iniemperate joy and in- 

ſolence. 

Cxaus was of a quite en * 
racter from thoſe conquerors whoſe va- 
lorous conqueſts are founded only upon 

ambition, injuſtice, and violence; who 
acknowledge no right but that of force; 
who make their glory conſiſt in ſpread - 
ing deſolation and deſtrudion, and who 
reigu as bears and lions would do, if 
they were maſters, looking upon the 
common rules of juſtice as. laws which 
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only private . were obliged to ob- 
Aer ve. 

I w0ULD{ be far n 
rus in every reſpect, for ambition was 


|  -undoubtedly the foul of all his under- 


tak iogs: but there ãs no doubt he knew 
there were unjuſt wars, which whoever 


_ undertakes without a juſt foundation, 
renders himſelf accountable for all the 


blood that is ſhed; but he certainly re- 
verenced the laws in this reſpe&, and 


thought that every War which had no | 
other motive than the enlarging the do- 
minions of a prince was unjuſt. 


Cr kus always founded all his hopes 
on the juſtice of his cauſe, which ani- 


mated his ſoldiers with the greater cou- 


rage and confidence, that they were not 
the aggreſſors; that they had the pro» 


tection of the gods, who had put arms 


into their hands, to defend themſelves 
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againſt thoſe enemies who attacked them, 
and in defence of their friends and allies, 


whom they unjuſtly oppreſſed. 


Ix we think and carefully examine all 
the conqueſts of Cyrus, we will find 
they are all conſequences of the viQories 


he obtained over Creoetus, King of Ly- 


dia, who was ſovereign over the great- 
eſt part of Leſſer Aſia, and over the {| 
| King of Babylon, who was maſter of all 


Upper Aſia, and many other countries, 
both which princes were the aggreſſors. 


Ir is therefore with good reaſon, 
chat the reignof Cyrus is juſtly repreſent- 
ed as a model of a perfect government, 
which it could not be unleſs juſtice had 
been the baſis and ſoundation of it; 
therefore we may conclude, that Cyrus 
is one of the greateſt princes we find 
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— HE hiſtory of Cyrus being 
differently related by Xeno- 


Nr phon and Herodotus, 1 ſhall 
rather follow the firſt, as I think him 


infinitely more worthy of credit in this 
hiſtory than Herodotus. But all the 
facts wherein they * 1 ſhall FRY N 
relate. : | 
II is well known that Map was 
employed a conſiderable time in the ar- 
my of Cyrus the younger, Who had al- 
ſo a great number of Perſian noblemen 
n bis troops; and as Xenophon was 
7 5 


2 INTRODUCTION. 


very curious, we need not in the leaſt | 


doubt but he converſed freely with 


them, that he might-be acquainted with | 


the cuſtoms and manners of the Per- 


ſians, and their conqueſts in general, 


but more particularly with Cyrus, who | 


had founded their monarchy, whoſe | 
hiſtory he deſigned to write: for in the F 
beginning of his Cyropædia he fays: | 
Having always looked upon this great 
man as worthy.of admiration, I-took ö 
a pleaſure to inform myſelf of his | 
birth, his natural remper, and educa- | 
tion, that I might know by what | 
means he became ſo great a prince: : 
and herein I advance nothing but : 
what has been told me. 
Tnk authority of this judicious hiſ- ; 
tot ian ought not to be leſſened by what 6 
Cicero aſſerts in his firſt letter to his 
brother Quintus, That it was not ſo 
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much the deſign of Xenophon, in the 
writing of this hiſtory, to follow 
truth, as to give a compleat model of 
a juſt government? 


ALL that. can be inferred from this 


is, that Xenophon, who was both a great 
captain and philoſopher, deſigned not 
merely to write Cyrus's hiſtory, but to 


give a compleat model of government, 


and ſhew how princes, notwichſtanding 


-the pomp and elevation of their ſtations, 
might attain. the art of reigning, and 


gain the love and eſteem of their ſub- 


jects: and having this in his view, it is 
poſſible he may have ſent his hero ſome 


diſcourſes and ſentiments of his own. 


But the ſubſtance of the events and 


fads may be conſidered as true, as they 


are confirmed by their conformity to the 
holy ſcriptures, The reader may con- 
4: TE 


4 INTRODUCTION, 
ſult the diſſer tation of the Abbot * 
nier upon this ſubject. 
To render this hiſtory more WER 
and intelligible, I ſhall divide the hif- 
«cory of Cyrus into three parts; the 
firſt will- contain bis biſtory from his 
birth to the fiege of Babylon; the ſe- 
cond will give a deſeription of the ſiege 
and taking of the city; and the third 
will contain the hiſtory of Cyrus, from 
the taking of Babylon to his death. 
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The hi iftory. F Cyrus from his birth to the 
Weg 4 ex ro? ee 
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Cyrus's education. 1 

5 hM RUS was the ſon of Cam- : 

I: 81 byſes, king of Perfia and of 

E N MM Mandana; daughter to Aſty- 

ages; kidg of the Medes. He was born 
r 


6 THE HISTORY | 
one year after his uncle Cyaxares, the 
brother of Mandana. EE | 
AT that time the Perſians were not 
in all above one hundred and twenty 
thouſand men, divided intotwelve tribes, 
and poſſeſſed only one province of that 
vaſt country, which has ſince borne the 
name of Perſia. But Cyrus, by his wiſ- 
dom, valour and prudence, acquired the- 
empire of the eaſt, and with his con- 
quells the empire of Perſia extended it- 
ſelf, and at preſent comprehends all that 
vaſt tract of land which reaches from 
eaſt to weſt, from the river Indus to the 
Tigris; and from north to ſouth, from 
the Caſpian ſea to the ocean. 

5 Cyrus had a comely and beautiful 
perſon, but the qualities of his mind: 
far ſurpaſſed his outward beauty: he 
was ſull of humanity and good humour, 

. and every amiable- quality of mind, 
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| Where hopour was to be acquired, he 

neter was afraid of any danger, or diſ- 9 
couraged by any hardſhip or difficulty, 4 

| ſhewed a great delire to learn, and was | 

fluſhed with a noble ardour for glory, 
He was educated in-the excellent laws 
and cuſtoms of the Perſians, 
Tk end of all their laws was the 
common good and benefit of the nati- 
on. To accompliſh this, the ſtate took. 
the education of children upon them» 
ſelves, looking upon it as the moſt eſ- 
ſential part of government; they there- 
fore left it not:to the blind affedion and 
tenderneſsof fathers and mothers. They 
brought up all the boys in an uniform 
manner; every thing was regulated with 
regard to their meat aud drink, the x 

length + of their exerciſes, the different 
kinds of puniſhment, the quality of their 
food, and the times of their erung 

Fw 
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Children and young men. were allowed 
only bread, ereſſes and water. They 
judged rightly, that a plain frugal diet, 
without either ſauces or ragoos, would 
both ſtrengthen the body, and lay ſuch 
a foundation. of a robuſt conſtitution, as 
would enable them to endure the fa- 
tigues of war, and preſerve their health 
to a good old age. 
TEE crime moſt ſeverely puniſhed a a- 
mongſt the youth by the. Perſians was. 
ingratitule; for the boys went to ſchool. 
here to learn juſtice and virtue, as they 
do in other ſchools to learn arts and ſci-- 
a: 8 
ANp whereas in other kingdoms the 
| legiſlators ſatisfy themſelves with eſta- 
bliſhing puniſhments for criminals, the 
endeavours of the Perſians were bent 
upon having no eriminals amongſt them, 
being convinced that it was much bet- 
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ter to prevent faults than to puniſh 
them, 4 | 
Tux boys . in 1 claſs of 

children till ſixteen or ſeventeen. years 
of age, when they learned to fling the 
dart and ja velin, and draw the long bow: 
they were then raiſed into the claſs of 
young men, where they remained ten 
years, and were more narrowly watched 
than before, this age having the great- 
eſt need of reſtraint, and requires the 
cloſeſt inſpection. In the day- lime they 
waited upon their officers to receive or- 
ders, improved themſelves in their exer- 
ciſes, and attended the King when he 
went a hunting, and paſſed their nights 
in keeping guard, as well to inure them- | 
ſelves to fatigue as for the ſafety of ihe 

ens | 
F, third Clals, i in which they cum 
tinued twenty- five years, conſiſted of 

A 5 
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men grown up and formed. All ſuch * 


28 were to fill the different poſts and em- 
ployments of the ſtate, and to command 
-in the army, were choſen, but they were 
not obliged to carry arms out of their 
own country after they were turned of 
fifty. 1 WT 

BesIDEs theſe, there was a fourth 
claſs, out of which they choſe men of 
the greateſt wiſdom and experience, ſor 
preſiding in the courts of judicature, 
and forming a public council, 

THis made it in the power of every 
citizen to aſpire at the chief poſts in go- 
yernment; but none could enjoy them 
till he had paſſed through all thoſe ſe- 
veral claſſes, and was qualified by the 
different exerciſes. The claſſes were 
open to all; but generally ſuch only as 
nere rich enough to maintain their 
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children without working, ſent them 
there. L | 

XZ Crxvs:had his education in this man- 
ner, and ſurpaſſed all of his age, not on- 


ly in his aptneſs to learn, but in his- 


E | courage and addreſs in executing every- 
XX thing he undertook. 


FR OUVLLCEUVOS 8. 
CHAP. I: 


Cyrus's. journey to Aſtyages his grandſa · 
ther, and his return into Perſia. 


F\YRUS's mother Mandana took 
A him into Media, when he was 
twelve years of age, to fee his grandfa- 
ther, who from the reports of the vir- 
tues of that young prince had expreſſed 
a deſire to ſee him. Cyrus found in 
this court manners quite different ſrom 
thoſe of his own country; , magnificence, 


A. 6 


12 THE HISTORY | 
pride and luxury, prevailed univerſally | 
amongſt all degrees. Aſtyages his grand- 
father was-richly cloathed, and had his | 
eyes coloured, his hair embelliſhed with ; : 
artificial locks, and his face painted; for | 
the Medes affected effeminacy, and dreſ- 
ſed in ſcarlet, and wore necklaces and 
bracelets, which was very different from 
the Perſians, whoſe cloathing was plain 
and coarſe. But all this finery had no 
effect upon Cyrus, who was contented 
to live as he had been brought up, nei- 
ther criticiſing nor condemning what 
he obſerved; his ſprightlineſs and wit 
charmed his grandfather, and his noble 
and engaging behaviour gained him 
general eſteem. To ſhew this ina clear | 
light, I ſhall give you a ſingle inſtance, 


ASTYAGES contrived to engage the 


affection of Cyrus in ſuch a manner, as 
to make him unwilling to return home, 
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which there was a great profuſion of e · 
very thing that was delicate and rare. 
Cyrus looked with great indifference 


* going ſuch a round-about way to ally 


* their hunger, have a much ſhorter to 
* the ſame end, eating a little bread and 


« crefles,” Aſtyages deſiring Cyrus to 


diſpoſe of the proviſions as he thougbt 
fit, he immediately diſtributed them to 


the King's officers in waiting; to one 5 
for waiting well on his grandfather; to 


another for teaching him to ride; and 
to another for taking care of his mo- 
ther; but he gave nothing to Sacas, the 
King's cup-bearer. This officer had al- 


I ' fo the poſt of introducing thoſe who 


= He made a grand entertainment, in 


* 


4 upon all this magnificent preparation and i 
exquiſite cheer, Perceiving Aſtyages 
to be ſurprized at this, he addreſſed the 

King, ſay ing, The Perſians, inſtead of 


14 T HE HII T ORT 
were to have audience of the King, and 
as he would net grant that favour to 
Cyrus ſo often as he deſired it, the 
prince was diſpleaſed at it, and took 
this opportunity of ſhewing his reſent- 
ment. Aſtyages having a particular re- 
gard ſor this officer, was concerned at 

the neglect ſhewn him, as he ſaid he de- 
ſerved his regard for the dexterous man · 
ner with which he ſerved him. Is 
« that all,” replied: Cyrus? * If that - be 

« ſufficient to merit your favour, you 
« ſhall ſee I will quickly. obtain it, for 
] vill take upon me to ſerve you much 
better than him.“ Cyrus was immedi- 
ately equipped for a cup-bearer, with a 
napkin upon his ſhoulders; holding the 
cup with three of his fingers, he advan-- 
ced gravely, and preſented it to the King 
with a dexterity and grace that charmed 
both Aſtyages and Mandana. When he 
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; had done, he flung his arms round his 
4 grandfather's neck, and kiſſed him, cry- 


ing out with great joy, O Sacas, poor 


| Sacas, thou art undone, I ſhall have 
* thy place.“ Aſtyages embraced” him 


with paternal fondneſs, ſaying, I am 


* extremely well pleaſed; my dear child; 


no perſon can ſerve with a better 
grace: but you have forgot one eſ- 
© ſential ceremony, which is that of taſt- 
ing.“ And indeed thecup-bearer was 
accuſtomed to pour ſome of the liquor 
into his left hand, and to taſte it, before 
he preſented it to the King. No,? an- 
ſwered Cyrus, it was not through 


| © forgetfulneſs that T omitted that cere- 
$ * mony. Why then,” replies Aſtyages, 


© for what reaſon did you doit? Be- 
* cauſe I imagined there was poiſon in 
the liquor.“ Poiſon, child? What 


made you think ſo? Tes; poiſon, 
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© pappa: for not long ago, at an enter- 


* rainment you gave to the lords of your 


court, after the gueſts had drank a lit- 


© tle of that liquor, [ obſerved: 'all their 


© heads were turned: they ſung, made 


© a noiſe, and talked they did not know 
© what: you yourſelf ſeemed to have 


- © forgot you were ſovereign,. and they 
that they were ſubjects; and when you 


© would have danced, your legs could 


not ſupport you.” Why“ ſays Aſty- 
ages, have you never ſeen the ſame 


thing happen to your father? No, 
© never?, replies Cyrus. What then? 
"how is it with him when he drinks?“ 


Why, when he has drank, his thirſt 


is quenched; and that is all.“ 


TE ſkill of the hiſtorian cannot be 


too much admired, in his giving ſuch an 


excellent leſſon of ſobriety in this ſtory, 


He might have done it in a ſerious, 


mods MY 2 


or e N r 17 
grave way, and have ſpoken with the 
air of a philoſopher: for Xenophon, 
however great a warrior he was, yet 
was he as excellent a- philoſopher as his 
| maſter Socrates. But inſtead of that, 
he puis the inſtruction into the mouth 
of a child, and conceals it under the ap- 
pearance of a ſtory, which in the origi- 
nal is told with all the wit and pleaſau 


try imaginable. 
As it was now near che time that Men- 5 


Jana. was for. returning. to Perſia, Cyrus 


| | joyſully complied with the repeated in- 
ſtances bis grandfather had made to him 
1 to ſtay in Media; being deſirous, as he 
q © ſaid, to perfect himſelf in the art of rid- 


Y F; ing, which he was not yet maſter of, 
1 Y and which was not known among the 


1 4 
1 Perſians, where the barrenneſs of tbe 


I e, and its craggy mountainous ſi- 
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tuation, 1 it unkt for the A 


ing of horſes. 55 
WaiLE he reſided at this court, his 

behaviour procured him infinite love. 

and eſteem. He was peatle, affable, of- 


ficious, beneficent and generous. When; 


ever the young lords had any favour to 
aſk of the king, Cyrus was their ſolici- 
tor. If the king had any reaſon to com- 
plain of them, Cyrus was their media-- 
tor; their affairs became his; and he al- 
ways managed them ſo well, that he ob- 
tained whatever he requeſted. 

WIEN Cyrus was about ſixteen years 
old, the ſon of the king of the Babylo- 
nians, (this was Evilmerodach, ſon of 
Nebuchadnezzar), at a hunting-match a 
little before his marriage, thought pro- 


per, ia order to ſhew his bravery, to 


make an eruption into the territories of 
the Medes; which obliged Aſtyages to 
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take the field to oppoſe the invader, 
Here it was that Cyrus, having follow-- 
ed' his grandfather, ſerved his-appren-- 
ticeſhip in war. He behaved: ſo cou - 


| rageouſly on this occaſion, that it was 


chiefly owing to his bravery that the 
Medes were victorious over the Baby- 
lonians. 25 

TuE year after, his father recalling. 
him, that he might accompliſh bis time 
in the Perſian exerciſes, be ſet out im- 
mediately from the court of Media, that 
neither his father nor his country might: 
have any reaſon to complain of his delay. 
This affair ſnewed how much he was 
beloved. At his departure he was ac- 


companied by all ſorts of people young 


and old. Aſtyages himſelf conducted 
bim a good part of his journey on horſe - 


| back; and when the melancholy mo- 


94 
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ment came that they muſt part, the whole 
t were bathed in tears. 

— Tavs Cyrus returned into bis own- 
country, and re- entered the claſs of chil- 
dren, where-he continued a year longer. | 
His companions; after his long reſidence 
in ſo voluptuous and luxkrious a court 
28 that of the Medes, ĩmagined that his 
manners would be much changed. But 
wVben they found he was content with 
_ their ordigary table, and that, when he 
was preſent at an entertainment, he 
was more ſober and temperate than any 
of the company, they: 'beticld him Eg. 
new admiration, 
Hs paſſed from the Git claſs into 

the ſecond, which is the claſs of youths; 
and there it was ſoon obſerved, that he 
| had not his equal in dexterity, addreſs, 
patience and obedience... 

Tex years after, he was admitted ia- 


O UNA Vi: age 
. to A men's claſs, herein he remained 
W thirteen years, till he ſet out at the bead 
of the Perſian army, to 80 160 al his 
= uncle SR: + 4: «alt: 


— 0 
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CHAP. III. 


cyrus s firft campaign, in going to the aid 7 
his uncle Cyaxares againſt me Babylonians. 


N O ſooner Was Aſtyages King of is 
Medes dead, than he was ſucceed». 
ed by his ſon Cyaxares, brother to Cy- 
rus's mother. He was engaged in a ter- 
rible war as ſoon as he aſcended the 
throne. He was informed, that the king 
of the Baby lonians (Nerigliſſor) was pre- 
paring a powerful army againſt him, and 
that he had already engaged ſeveral prin- 
ces on his ſide, and, amongſt others, Crœ - 
ſus King of Lydia; that he had alſo ſent 


2 TH E HISTORY 
ambaſſadors to the King of India, to give 
him bad impreſſions of the Medes and Per- 


ſians, by repreſenting to him how danger- 
ous a cloſer alliance and union between 


two nations already ſo powerful might 
be, ſince they could in the end ſubdue all 
the nations around them, if a vigorous il 
oppoſition was not made to the progreſs of 
their power. Cyaxares therefore diſ patch- 
ed ambaſſadors to Cambyſes, to deſire if 
ſuccours from him; and ordered them to 
bring it about, that Cyrus ſhould have 
the command of the troops his father was 
to ſend. This was readily granted, 
As ſoon as it was known, that Cyrus was 
to march at the head of the army, the joy 
was univerſal. The army conſiſted of 
thirty thouſand men, all infantry, for i 
the Perſians as yet had no cavalry); but 
they were all choſen men, and ſuch as MW 
Had been raiſedafrer a particular manner, I 


QT CY RK 'V' We - 
Firſt of all, Cyrus choſe out of the no- 
bility two hundredef the braveſt cflicers, 
each of whom was ordered to-chuſe out 
Four more of 'the ſame ſort, which 
made a thouſand in all; and theſe were 
the officers that were called 'Oporyze:, 
and who ſignalized themſelves after- 
wards with ſo much bravery upon all 
occaſions. Every one of this thouſand 
was appointed to raiſe among the people 
ten light-armed pikemen, ten lingers, 
and ten bowmen ; which amounted in the 
whole to one and thirty thouſand men, 

BEFORE they proceeded to this choice, 
Cyrus thought proper to make a ſpeech 
-to the two hundred officers, whom, af- 
ter having highly commended for their 
courage, he inſpired with the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurance of victory and ſucceſs, * Do 
you know,” ſays he to them, the na 
ture of the enemy you hare to deal 
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« with? They are ſoft, effeminate, e- 


nervated men) already half ſubdued by 


«£ their Own luxury and voluptuouſneſsʒ 


1 men not able to bear either hunger 
or thirſtʒ equally incapable of ſupport- 


ing either the fatigue of war or the 


* ſight of danger: whereas you, that are 
inured from your infancy to a ſober 
and hard way of living; to you, I ſay, 


| . hunger and thirſt are but the ſauce, | 


and the only ſaucetoyour meals; hard- 


ſhips are your pleaſure, dangers your 


delight, and the love of your country 
and of glory your ſole paſſion. Be- 
* fides, the juſtice of our cauſe is another 


conſiderable advantage. T hey are the 


aggreſſors. It is the enemy that at- 
* tack us, and it is our friends and allies 

that require our aſſiſtance. Can any 
| c thing be more juſt, than to repel the 


*jnjury:they would bring upon us? Te 


| 


Or L 


there any thing more honourable, 
than to fly to the aſſiſtance of our 
« friends? But what ought to be the 
principal motive of your confidence is, 
that I do not engage in this expediti- 
on, without having firſt conſulted the 
4 gods, and implored their protection: 
4 for you know it is cuſtomary with me 
to begin all my actions, and all my un- 
dertakinge, in that manner? 

Nor long after Cyrus ſet out: but 
before his departure he again invoked 
14 the gods of the country. For his great 
maxim was, and he had it from his fa- 
tber, that a man ought not to form any 
4 | undertaking, great or ſmall, without con- 
'I | ſulting the Divinity, and imploring his 
* protection. He had been frequently 
taught to conſider, that the prudence of 
men is very ſhort, and their views very 
limited; that they cannot penetrate in- 
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to futurity; and that often what they 
think muſt needs turn to their advran- 
tage, proves their deſtruction: whereas 
the gods, being eternal, know all things, 
{ſuture as well as paſt, and inſpire thoſe 
they love to undertake what is moſt ex- 
pedient for them; which is a favour and 
a protection they owe to no man, and 
grant only to thoſe that invoke and con- 
ſult them. | 1 HO 
Crus was accompanied by his father 
as'far as the frontiers of Perſia; and in 
the way, gave him good inſtructions 
concerning the duties of the general of 
an army. Cyrus thought he knew e- 
very thing that related to the buſineſs 
of war, after the many leſſons he had 
received from the moſt able maſters of 
that time. Have your maſters,* ſays 
Cambyſes to him, inſt ructed you with | 
© regard to ceconomy, that is to ſay, I 
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| a concerning the manner of ſupplying 


aan army with all neceſſary proviſions, 
= *©« of preventing ſickneſs, and preſery- 
ing the health of the ſoldiers, of forti- 
6 fying their bodies by frequent exer- 
ciſes, of exciting a noble emulation 


_ © amongſt them, of making yourſelf o- 


© beyed, eſteemed, and beloved by your 
* ſoldiers?? Upon each of theſe points, 
and upon ſeveral others mentioned by 
the King, Cyrus owned he had never 
heard the leaſt mention, and that it was 
all entirely new to him? What is it 
then you have been taught by your 
* maſters?? *©*'They have taught me to 
« fence,” replied the prince, ro draw 
the bow, to fling the javelin, to mark 
out a camp, to draw the plan of a for- 
* tification, to range troops in order of 
battle, to review them, to fee them 
© march, file off, and incamp.“ Cam- 
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byſes, ſmiling, told his ſon, that ny 
had taught him nothing of what was 
moſt material and eſſential for a good 
officer, and an expert commander, to 
know: and in one ſingle converſation, 
which certainly all young gentlemen 
deligned for the army ought to ſtudy, 
he taught him infimtely more than all 


his celebrated maſters had done, in the 


courſe of ſeveral years. I ſhall give 
but one ſhort inſtance of his diſcourſe, 
which may ſerve to _ the comets an 
idea of the reſt, 1 U 


CAM BYSEs aſked him, What are Aue 


proper means of making the ſoldiers o- 


bedient and ſubmiſſive? The way to 
effect that, replies Cyrus, is only to 
* commend and reward thoſe that o- 
bey, to puniſh and ſtigmatize ſuch as 
fail in their duty,” That is right,” 
ſaid Cambyſes; that is the way to 


ry 9 r W FOE e e e Re HERE ED A e — — 
wer if HR LS) N Pg 3 — 2 2 4 2 1 * bY 9 — * * n 5 ng ons . WS * 2 MR 
2 2 Ns SIS. - 1 W 5 "= VET fe EE ent. hs: OS FF rs i 8 8 FEC r Wy eh 
... ns RE; 5 8 CCC ̃²˙U ] w:. ᷑ĩ᷑ĩ7æ ]ĩ˙ ß .. ˙ 9 ̃]‚—p Op. 299 RA 
2 r FF TTT ry CINE ren os E n e es De ©. Cp. : 
Is Wa n EXE RE NEL Er ae Es A -: 0 n 2 C 


* 


'O' E CY R VU 8. 29 


make them obey you by force; but 
©, theichief point is, to make them obey 
« you. voluntarily and freely. Now, 
the ſure-method of effecting this is, to 
* convince thoſe you command, that 
vou know better what is for their ad- 

vantage, than they do- themſelves ; 
for all mankind readily ſubmit to thoſe 

of whom they have that opinion, 
This is the principle from whence 
- that blind ſubmiſſion proceeds, which 

you lee ſick per ſons pay to their phy- 
ſician, travellers to their guide, and a 
* ſhip's company to the pilot. Their 
obedience is only founded upon their 
« perſuaſion, that the phyſician, the 
« guide, and the pilot, are more ſkilful 
and experienced in their reſpeQive 
* callings than themſelyes.? * But what 
« ſhall a man do,” ſays Cyrus to his fa- 
ther, to appear more knowing and ex- 
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*. pert than others??? He muſt real 
* iy be ſo, anſwered Cambyſes; and, 
in order to be ſo, he muſt apply him- 
* ſelf cloſely to his profeſſion, diligent- 
ly ſtudy all the rules of it, conſult 


the moſt able and experienced maſters, 
_ * negle& no circumſtance that may con- 


tribute to the ſucceſs of his enterpri- 
* ſes; and, above all, he muſt have re- 
* courſe to the protection of the gods, 


from whom alone we receive all our 


« wiſdom, and all our ſucceſs,” 

As ſoon as Cyrus had reached Cyax- 
ares, the firſt thing he did, after the 
uſual compliments had paſſed, was, to 
inform himſelf of the quality and num- 
ber of the forces on both ſides. It ap- 
peared, by the computation made of 
them, that the enemy's army amounted 
to two hundred thouſand foot, and 
ſixty thouſand horſe; and that the united 
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armies of the Medes and Perſians ſearce 
amounted to half the number of foot; 
and as to the cavalry, the Medes had not 
ſeo many by a third. This great inequa- 
= lity . perplexed Cyaxares much. He 
could not think of any other expedient, 
than to ſend for another body of troops 


1 from Perſia, more numerous than that 


already arrived. But this expedient, 
beſides it would have taken too much 
time, appeared in itſelf impracticable. 
Cyrus immediately propoſed another, 
more ſure and more expeditious; which 
was, that his . Perſian: ſoldiers ſhould 
change their arms, As they common- 
ly uſed the bow and the jayelin, and 
conſequently their manner of fighting 
was at a diſtance, in which kind of en- 
gagement the greater number was eaſily 
ſuperior to the leſſer; Cyrus was of o- 
pinion, that they ſhould be armed with 
B 4 
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ſuch weapons as ſhould oblige them o 
come to blows with the enemy immedi- Y 
ately, and by that means render the ſu- 
periority of their numbers uſeleſs, This 
project was, much approved of, and im- 
mediately put in execution. 
Cxxus eſtabliſhed an amazing ak if 
among the troops, and inſpired them 
with a wonderful emulation, by the re- 4 
wards he promiſed, and by his obliging 
and engaging deportment towards all. 
As for money, the only value he ſet up- 3 
on it was to give it away, He was con- 
tinvally making preſents to one or o- 
ther, according to their rank or their 
merit; to one a buckler, to another 2 
{word, or ſomething. of the ſame kind 
equally acceptable. By this generoſity, 
this greatneſs of ſou], and beneficent 
diſpoſition, he thought a general ought 
to diſtinguiſh himſelf, and not by the 


_ 
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grandeur of his table, or the richneſs of 


Z his cloaths, and (till leſs by his haugh- 
Z tineſs and imperious demeanour, * A 


(commander could not,” he ſaid, * give 
a actual proofs of his munificence to e- 


I very body, and for that very reaſon 
b he thought himſelf obliged to convince 
every body of his inclination and good- 
3 will; for though a prince might ex- 
hauſt his treaſures by making preſents, 
yet he could not hurt himſelf by be- 
© nevolence and humanity; by being 


7 © ſincerely concerned in the good or e- 


vil that befals others, and by making, 
2 c it appear that he is ſo,” 

As Cyrus was reviewing his army 
I one day, a- meſſenger came to him from 
AY Cyaxares to acquaint him, that ſome 
23 ambaſſadors being arrived from the King 
or the Indies, he deſired his preſence 
immediately. For that purpoſe,” ſays 
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he, J have brought you a rich gar- A | 
ment; for the King deſires you would 
appear grandly dreſſed before the In- 3 | 
* dians to do the nation honour, Cy- 3 
rus did not ſpend the leaſt time, but 1 | 
in{lantly ſet out with his troops to watt 
upon the King; though without chang- 
ing his dreſs, which was very plain, af 'R 


tet the Perſian faſhion, and not (as the 


| Greek text has it) polluted or ſpoiled 


with any foreign ornament, Cyaxares 


feemedatfirſtalittlediſpleaſedarir ; · III 
had dreſſed my felf in purple,” ſays Cy- 
 * rus, and loaded myſelf with bracelets 4 
* and chains of gold, and, with all that, 
© had been longer in coming, ſhould I 
© have honoured you more than I do 4 
now by my expedition, and the ſweat 
of my face, and by letting every one 
' ſee with what promptitude and diſ— 
* patch your-orders are obeyed ?? 3 


r e r 


THis reply ſatisfied Cyaxares, who 
LY the Indian ambaſ- 
ſadors to be introduced. The purport 
of their ſpeech was, that they were ſent 
by the King their maſter, to know the 
reaſon of the war between the Medes 
and the Baby lonians; and that they had 
orders, as ſoon as they had heard what 
3 the Medes ſhould ſay; to proceed to the 
XZ court of Babylon, to know what motives ; 
they had to alledge on their part; in 
order that the King their maſter, after 
having examined the reaſons on both 
ſides, might take part with thoſe who 
had right and juſtice on their fide, This 
is making a noble and glorious uſe of 
great power; to be influenced only by. 


2X juſtice, to conſult no advantage from 


the diviſion of neighbours, butto declare 

openly. agaiaſt the unjuſt aggreſſor, in 

favour of the injured party; Cyaxares 
B 6 
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and Cyrus replied, © They had given 
the Babyloniansnoſubjett of complaint, 
* and that they willingly accepted the 
* mediation of the King of India.“ It ap- 
pears in the ſequel, that he declared for 
the Medes. 
TnE King of Armenia, who was vaſ- 
ſal tothe Medes, looking upon them as 
ready to be ſwallowed up by the for- 
midable league formed againſt them, 
thought proper to lay. hold on this oc- 
caſion to ſhake off their yoke, Accord- 
ingly he refuſed to pay them the ordi- 
nary tribute, and to ſend them the num. 


ber of troops he was obliged to furniſh 8 


in time of war, This greatly per- 
plexed Cyaxares, who was afraid at 
this juncture of bringing new enemies 
upon his hands, if he undertook to com- 
pel the Armenians to execute their trea- 
ty. But Cyrus, having informed him- 
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ſelf exactly of the ſtrength and ſituation 
of the country, undertook the affair, 


The important point was to keep his 


deſign ſecret, without which it was im- 


poſſible to ſucceed. He therefore ap- 


pointed a great hunting-match on that 
ſide of the country; for it was his cuſ- 
tom to ride out that way, and frequent- 
Iy to hunt with the King's ſon, and the 
young noblemen of Armenia, On the 
day appointed he ſet out with a nume- 
rous retinue. The troops followed at 
a diſtance, and were not to appear, till 
a ſignal was given. After ſome days 
hunting, when they were come pretty 
near the palace where the court reſid- 


ed, Cyrus told the officers his deſign; 


and fent Chryſanthes with a detach- 
ment, commanding them to make them- 
ſelves maſters of a certain ſteep eminence, 
where he knew the King uſed to retire, 


k 


2 DT ULSTORE 


in caſe of an alarm, with his _ and 
his treaſure. 
AFTER this he ſends an herald to 


the King of Armenia, to ſummon him 


to perform the treaty, and in the mean 
time ordered his troops to advance. Ne- 
ver was a court in greater aſtoniſhment 


and perplexity. The King was conſci- 
ous of the wrong he had done; and 
was not in a condition to ſupport it, 


However, he did what he could to afſ- 
ſemble his forces together from all 
quarters; and in the mean time diſpatch- 
ed his youngeſt ſon, called Sabaris, in- 
to the mountains, with his wives, his 


daughters, and whatever was moſt pre- 
cious and valuable; But when his ſpies 


told him, that Cyrus was coming upon 
their heels, he entirely loſt all courage, 
and all thoughts of making a defence, 


The Armenians, following his example, 


WET 
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ran away, every one where he could, 
to ſecure what was deareſt to him. Cy- 
rus, obſerving the country covered with 
people, that were endeavouring to make 
their eſcape, ſent them- word, that no- 
harm ſhould be done them, if they re- 
XZ mained in their houſes; but that as ma- 
my as were taken running away, ſhould: 
be treated as enemies. This made them 
all retire to their habitations, excepting. 
a few that followed the King. als 
O the other hand, they that were 
conducting the prineeſſes to the moun · 
tains, fell into the ambuſh Chryſanthes 
had laid for them, and were moſt of 
them taken priſoners. The Queen, the 
King's ſon, his daughters, his eldeſt ſon's 
wife, and his treaſures, all fel] i into the. 
hands of the Perſians. 

Tunis fatal news being told to the 
King, and he not knowing what would 
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become of him, retired to a little emi» 
nence; where he was preſently inveſted 


by the Perſian army, and obliged to ſur- 


render. Cyrus ordered him, with all 
his family, to be brought to the midſt 
of the army. At that very inſtant ar- 
rived. Tigranes, the King's eldeſt ſon, 


who was juſt returned from a journey. 


At ſo affecting a ſpectacle he could not 

forbear weeping. Cyrus, addrefling 
himſelf to him, ſaid, *Prince, you are 
come very ſeaſonably to be preſent at 
« your father's trial.“ And immediate- 
ly he aſſembled the captains of the Per- 
ſians and Medes; and called. in likewiſe 
the great men of Armenia, Nor did 
he ſo much as exclude the ladies from 
this aſſembly, who were there in their 
chariots, but gave them full liberty to 
hear and ſec every thing that paſſed, 


Cxnvs, having begged them to be ſi- 
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9 fent, he began with requiring of the 


King, that in all the queſtions he was 
going to propoſe to him, he would an- 
ſyuer ſincerely, becauſe nothing could 


1 | be more unworthy a perſon of his ſta- 
1 tion than to uſe diſſimulation or falſe- 
3 hood. The King promiſed he would. 
Then Cyrus aſked him, but at different 
4 times, propoſing each article ſeparately 
and in order, Whether it was not true, 
X that he had made war againſt Aſtyages, 
EKing of the Medes, his grandfather? 
Whether he had not been ſubdued in 


that war, and, in conſequence of his de- 


feat, had concluded a treaty with Aſty- 
ages? Whether by virtue of that trea- 
ty he was not obliged to pay à certain 
tribute, to furniſh a certain number of 
men, and not to keep any fortified place 
in his country? It was impoſſible for 
the King to deny any of theſe facts, 
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which were all public and notorious, | F- 
For what reaſon then, continued ey. 4 1 

have you violated the treaty in e- I 0 


bebe 
5 *Þ 


* n article?? For no other,” an- |. | 
" ſwered the King, than becauſe if = 
thought it a noble thing to ſhake off ; 
* a yoke, to live free, and to leave my | 4} 
children in the ſame condition.” It is 
* really glorious,” replied Cyrus, 10 
fight in defence of liberty: but if a- l 

ny one, after he is reduced to _ 1 
* ſhould attempt to run away from his | 
* maſter, what would you do with him? > | [ 
J muſt own, fays the King, *I would | 3 

© puniſh him.“ And if you had given 
* a government to one of your bucher, a 
and he ſhould- be found to commit 
malverſations, would you continue him 4 
© in his poſt??* No certainly; I would L 
put another in his place.“ And if he 9 
had amaſſed great riches by his unjuſt „ 
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e pratices?? *I would take them from 
. IJ + him,” But, which is ſtill worſe, if 
5 AY © he had held intelligence with your e- 
. 9 nemies, how would you treat him?“ 
1 © Though I ſhould paſs ſentence upon 
f 7 © myſelf,” anſwered the King, *I muſt 
7 1 declare the truth: I would put him to 
death.“ At theſe words Tigranes tore 
0 3 his tiara from his head, and rent his gar- 
ments: the women burſt out into lamen- 
„ tations and outeries, as if he had actual- 
Ir received his ſentence, 
„ Crzvs/ having again commanded fi- 
1 lence, Tigranes thus addreſſed himſelf to 
the prince. Great prince, can you 
. chinł it conſiſtent with your wiſdom to 
t © put my father to death, even againſt 
| 8 © your own intereſt? · How againſt my 
intereſt? replies Cyrus. Becauſe he 
never was ſo capable of doing you ſer- 
vice.“ How do you make that appear? 
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LY 

we 1 
1 I 
x8 


do the faults we commit enhance our | Y 
merit, and give us a new title toconſi- 4 | 
« deration andfavour ? © They certainly 43 e 
do, provided they ſerve to make us 1 
_ © wiſer, + For of ineſtimable value is wil: | 3 . 
dom: are either riches, courage, or ad- 
dreſs, to be held in competition with it? 
Now, ĩt is plain, this ſingle day's expe · 
rience has infinitely improved my fa- 1 5 
ther's wiſdom; Heknows how dear the 3 | 
violation of his word has coſt him. He 3 
has proyed and felt how much yon are 
« ſuperiortobim in all reſpects. He has 3 
not been able to ſucceed in any of his A 
« deſigns; but you have happily accom- 3 | 
« pliſhed all yours; and with that expe- Z 
dition and ſecrecy, that he has found 1 

« himſelf environed, and taken, before he 9 | 
expected to be attacked; and the very 3 
place of his retreat has ſerved only to 
*inſnare him. But your father, an- 


i ſwered e has yet undergone no 


3 . ſufferings that can have taught him 
3 © wiſdom,? »The fear of evils, con- 
2 tinued Tigranes, when it is ſo well 
43 founded as this is, has a much ſhar- 


per ſting, and is more capable of pier- 


cing the ſoul than the evil itſelf. Be- 
Cc * fides, allow me to ſay, that gratitude is 
3 a ſtronger, and more prevailing mo- 
I | © tive than any whatever: and there can 


© be no obligations in the world of an 


3 © higher nature, than thoſe: you will lay 
2 © upon my father. His fortune, liber- 
y. ſceptre, life, wires and children, 
all reſtored to him with ſuch a genero- 


© fity; where can you find, noble prince, 
in one individual, ſo many ſtrong and 
* powerful ties to attach him to 7 
© ſervice? | 90% F, 
Crus, turning towards the RG 


9 | n I I ſhould yield to your ſon's 
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© jintreaties, With what number of men, 1 
and what ſum of money, will you aſſiſt 1 
us in the war againſt the Babylonians? 
My troops and treaſures,” ſays the Ar- 
menĩan King, are no longer mine; they 
belong wholly to you. I can raiſe for- 
ty thouſaud foot and eight thouſand I 
© horſe; and as to money. 1 reckon, in- I 
«.cluding the treaſure which my father 4 
© left me, there are about three thou- I 
« ſand talents ready money. All theſe are I 


© at your ſervice.” Cyrus accepted half 


the number of the troops, and left the 
King the other half for the defence of 


the country againſt the Chaldeans, with A | 
whom he was at war. The annual tri- 7 | 
bute which was due to the Medes he 
doubled, and inſtead of fifty talents ex- 
acted an hundred, and borrowed the like 
ſum over and above in his own name. 
© But how much would you give me, 
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2X added Cyrus, for the ranſom of your 
wives © All that J have in the world,“ 
replied the King. And for the ran- 
x © ſom of your children?ꝰ The ſame 
F< thing.” From this time then you are 
XX < indebted to me for the double of all 
'I your poſſeſſions. And you, Tigranes, 
Y how mach would you give that your 
lady may be ſet at liberty?? Now, he 
3 had but lately married her, and was paſ- 
I ſionately fond of her, At the price, 
ſays be, of a thouſand lives, if I had 
23 them.“ Cyrus then conducted them 
all to his tent, and entertained them at 
4 | ſupper, It is eaſy to imagine what 
3 | tranſports of joy there mult have been 
4 on this occaſion. | 
Ax r Ex ſupper, as they were diſgonrk, 
ing upon various ſubjects, Cyrus aſked 
Tigranes, what was become of a go- 
yernor he had frequently ſeen hunting 
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with him, and for whom he had a par- AY 


ticular eſteem? *Alas? ſays Tigranes, 


© he is no more; and I dare not tell you 
« by what accident I loſt him.“ Cyrus 


urging him to tell him; My father, 
continued Tigranes, © ſeeing Ihada very BR 
« tender affection for this governor, and 


« that I was very much attached to him, | 1 
vas jealous it might be of ſome ill con- 
© ſequence, and put him to death. But 
* he was ſo honeit a man, that, as he 
* was ready to expire, he ſent for me, 


and ſpoke to me in theſe words: Ti- 
« granes, let not my death occaſion any 


« diſaffection in you towards the King | 


« your father. What he has done to 
ie me did not proceed from malice, but 
ce only from prejudice, and a falſe noti- 
« on wherewith he was unhappilly 
« blinded,” O the excellent man! 
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= ciliation. This done, they got intotheir 
chariot with their wives, and went home 
full of gratitude and admiration. They 
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W cried Cyrus; never forget the laſt ad- 
vice he gave you.” 


WEN the converſation was OY 


. en before they parted, embraced 


them all, as in token of a perfect recon- 


converſed about Cyrus the whole way: 
ſome extolling his wiſdom, others his 


valour; ſome admiring the ſweetneſs of 
his temper, others praiſing the beauty 


of his perſon and the majeſty of his. 


mien. And you, ſays Tigranes, ad- 


dreſſing himſelf to his lady, what do 
you think of Cyrus's aſpect and de- 
i portment?ꝰ I do not know,” anſwer- 


cd the lady, I did not obſerve him. 
pon what object then did you fix 


your eyes? Upon him that ſaid he 
0 | 


rInnen 


* would give a thouſand lives to ranſom 
C my liberty. 

Tux following day the king of Ar- 
menia ſent preſents to Cyrus, and re- 
freſhments for his whole army, and 
brought him double the ſum of money | } | 
he was required to furniſh. But Cy. 
rus took only what had been ſtipulated, 
and reſtored him the reſt, The Ar- 4 
menian troops were commanded to be 
ready in three days time, and Tigranes 4 
deſired to be their general. 

1 yavs thought proper, for ſeveral 
reaſons, to give ſo circumſtantial an ac- 
count of this affair; though TI have fo 
far abridged it, that it is not above a 
quarter of what we find of it in Xeno- 
phon. 

Is the firſt place, it may aer to give 

the reader a notion of the ſtyle of that 
excellent hiſtorian, and excite his curi- 


N r ol 


Y oſity to conſult the original, whoſe na- 
3 tural and unaffected beauties are ſuffici- 
ent to juſtify the ſingular eſteem which 
4 perſons of good taſte have always had 
kor the noble ſimplieity of that author. 
3 To mention but one inſtance: what an 
. idea of charity and modeſty, and, at the 
ſame time, what an amazing ſimplicity, 
and delicacy of thought are there in the 
Hanſwer of Tigranes's wife, who has no 
A eyes but for her husband! 


In the ſecond place, thoſe ſhort, cloſe, 


F and preſſing interrogations, each of 
F which demand a direct, preciſe anſwer 
4 from the King of Armenia, diſcover the 
5 diſciple and ſcholar of Socrates, and ſhew 
, in what manner he retained the taſte of 
3 his maſter, ; RR | 


-Bas1DEs, this relation will give us, 


ſome idea of the judgment we ought 


to form of Xenophon's Cyropelia; the 
C 2 


„ TAL nn 
ſubſtance of which is true, though it is 
imbelliſhed with ſeveral circumſtances, 
added by the author, and introduced 
expreſsly to grace his inſtruQtive leflons, 


and the excellent rules he lays dowa 
upon government. Thus much there- 
fore in the event we are treating of is 


real. The King of Armenia having 
refuſed to pay the Medes the tribute 3 
be owed them, Cyrus attacked him ſud- 
denly, and before he ſuſpected any de- 
ſigns againſt him; made himſelf maſter 4 


of the only fortreſs he had, and took 1 | 


his family priſoners; obliged him to 1 
pay the uſual tribute, and to furniſh his 
number of troops ; and-after all ſo won 
upon him by his humanity and courte- 
ous behaviour, that he rendered him 0 
ane of che moſt faithful and affectionate W 
allies the Medes ever had. The reſt 
is inſerted only by way of imbelliſh- A 


1 
. = 

Is 3 

5 

We 
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ment, and is rather to be aſcribed to 


the hiſtorian than to the hiſtory it- 


I sH0ULD-never have found out my- 
ſelf what the ſtory of the governor's 


being put to death by Tigranes's father 


ſigniſied, though I was very ſenſible ic 
was a kind of enigma, and figurative of 
ſomething elſe. A perſon of quality, 
one of the greateſt wits and fineſt ſpeak- 
ers of the laſt age, who was perfectly 
well acquainted with tbe Greek authors, 


explained it to me ſeveral years ago, 


which I have not forgot, and which IL 
take to be the true meaning of that e- 
nigma. He ſuppoſed Xenophonintend- 
ed it as a picture of the death of his 
maſter Socrates, whom the ſtate of A- 
thens became jealous of, on account of 
the extraordinary attachment all the 
youth of the city had to him; which 
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at laſt gave occaſion to that philoſopher's 
condemnation and death, that he ſuffer- 
ed without murmur or complaint, 1 
In the laſt place, I thought it pro- 


per not to miſs this opportunity of mani. ij 
teſting ſuch qualities in my hero, as are 


not always to be met with in perſons of 
bis rank; ſuch as, by rendering them 
infinitely more valuable than all their | 


military virtues,. would moſt contribute 
to the ſucceſs of their deſigns, In moſt 


conquerors we find courage, reſolution, 4 
brayery, a capacity for martial exploits, 
and all ſuch talents as make a noiſe in 
the world, and are apt to dazzle people 
by their glaring outſide: but an inward 
ſtock of goodneſs, compaſſion and gentle- 
neſs towards the wretched, an air of 
moderation and reſerve even in proſpe- 
rity and victory, an inſinuating and per- 
ſuaſive. behaviour, the art of gaining 
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people's n and attaching them to 
him more by affection than intereſt; a 
3 | conſtant, unalterable care ever to have 
right on his fide, and to imprint ſuch 
a character of juſtice and equity upon 
all his conduct, as his very enemies are 
forced to revere; and, laſtly, ſuch a cle; 
mency, as todiſtinguiſhthoſe that offend 
through imprudence rather than malice, 
and to leave room for their repentance, 
by giving them an opportunity to return 
to their duty: theſe are qualities ſeldom 
found in the moſt celehrated conquerors 
of antiquity, but ſhone out moſt conſpi- 
cuouſly ia Cyrus, 

To return to my ſubject; Cyrus, be. 
fore he quitted the King of Armenia, 
was willing to do him ſome ſignal ſervice, 
'This King was then at war with the 


Chaldeans, a neighbouring warlike peo» 
ple, who always baraſſed his country * 
9 4 
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their inroads, and by that means prevent. 
ed a great part of his lands from being 
cultivated; Cyrus, after having exact- 
ly informed himſelf of their character, 


ſtrength, and the ſituation of their ſtrong- it 
holds, marched againſt them. On the 
firſt intelligence of his approach, the 


Chaldeans poſſeſſed themſelves of the 
eminences to which they were accuſtom- 
ed to retreat. Cyrus left them no time 
to aſſemble all their forces there, but 
marched to attack them directly. The 
Armenians whom he had made his ad- 
vanced guards were immediately put 
to flight, Cyrus expected no other 
from them, and had only placed them 
there to bring the enemy the ſooner 
to an engagement. And indeed, when 
the Chaldeans came to blows with the 
Perſians, they were not able to ſtand 
their ground, but were totally rauted. 
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A great number were taken priſoners, 


and the reſt were: ſcattered and diſperſ- 


ed. Cyrus himſelf ſpoke to the priſon- 


I ers, aſſuring them he was not come to 
7 3 | injure them, or to ravage their country, 
but to grant them peace upon reaſona- 
ble terms; and ſo ſet them at liberty. 
1 Deputies were immediately ſent to him, 
and a peace was concluded. For the 


better ſecurity of both nations, and with 
their common conſent, Cyrus cauſed a 
fortreſs to be built upon an eminence, 
which commanded the whole country; 
and left a good garriſon in it, which 


g | was to declare againſt either of the two. 


nations that ſhould break the treaty, 
Crzvs, underſtanding that there was 


5 frequent commerce and communication 

3 between the Indians and Chaldeans, deſir- 
ed that the latter would ſend perſons to 
. accompany and conduct his ambaſſador, - 


: n 


whom he was preparing to ſend to the 
King of India. The purport of this 
embaſſy was to deſire ſome ſuccours in 
money from that prince in behalf of Cy- 
rus, who wanted it for the levying of 
troops in Perſia, and promiſed, that if 
his deſign-proved ſueceſsful, that poten- 
tate ſhould have no reaſon to repent of 
having aſſiſted him. He was glad to 
ſind the Chaldeans ready to ſecond his 
requeſt; which they could do the more 
advantageouſly, by enlarging upon the 
character and atchievements of Cyrus. 
The ambaſſador ſet out the next day, 
accompanied with ſome of the moſt con- 
ſiderable perſons of Chaldea; who were 
directed by their maſter. to act with all 
poſſible dexterity, and to do Cyrus“ 8 
merit all poſlible juſtice. 

TE expedition againſt the Ar- 


| menians being happily ended, Cyrus. 
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left that country to rejoin Cyaxares. 


Four thoufand of the moſt valiant of 
the Chaldeans attended him; and the 
King of Armenia, who was now deliver- 
ed from his enemies, augmented the 


number of troops he had promiſed him: 
ſo that he arrived in Media with an im- 


menſe ſum of money, and a much more 
numerous army than he had when he 
left it. | 


WON OOO 


CEE A P. IV: 
The expedition of Cyaxares and Cyrus a- 


8 


DOT E parties had been employed 
three years together in forming 
their alliances, and making preparations 


for war. Cyrus, finding their troops 


C6 


_ gainſt the ANTON. The firſt bat-- 
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full of ardour, and ready for action, pro- 
poſed to Cyaxares his leading them a- 
gainſt Aſſyria. His reaſons for it were, 
that he thought it his duty to eaſe him 
as ſoon as poſſible of the care and ex- 


pence of maintaining two armies; that 


it were better they ſhould eat up the 
enemy's country than Media; that ſo 
bold a. ſtep as that of going to meet the 

Aſſy rians, might be capable of ſpreading. 
a terror in the army, and at the ſame time 
inſfire their own with the greater con- 
fidence; that, laſtly, it was a maxim with 
him, as it had always been with Camby- 
ſes his father, that victory did not ſo 
much depend upon the number, as the 


brarery of troops. e greed to 


his propoſal. 

AT ER they had rd the vfual ſa- 
crifices, they began their march. Cy» 
rus, in the name of the whole army, in- 
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voked the tutelary gods of the empire. 
beſeeching them to be favourable to 
them in the expedition they had under 
taken; to accompany th em, conduct them, 


fight for them, infpire them with ſach 


a. meaſure of yalour and prudence as was | 
neceſſary, and, in.a word, to-bleſs their 
arms with proſperity and ſueceſs. In 
acting thus, Cyrus put in practice that by 
excellent advice his father had given him, 

of beginning and ending all his actions 
and undertakings with a prayer. And 
indeed he never failed, either before or 
after an engagement, to acquit himſelf 
in the preſence of the whole. army of 
this religious duty. When they were 
arrived on the frontiers of Aſſyria, it 
was ſtill their firſt care to pay their ho- 
mage to the gods of the country, and to 
implore their protection and aid: after 
which they began to make incurſions in- 
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to the country, and carried off an im- 
menſe quantity of ſpoil. 

Crus, underſtanding that the ene- 
my's army was about ten days journey 
from them, prevailed upon Cyaxares to | 
advance forwards, and march upto them. | 
When the armies came within fight, 
both fides prepared for battle. The 
Aſſyrians were incamped in the open 
country; and, according to their cuſtom, 
which the Romans imitated afterwards, 
had incompaſled and fortified their camp 
with a large ditch. Cyrus, on the other 
hand, who was glad to deprive the ene- 
my as much as poſſible of the ſight and 
knowledge of the ſmallneſs of their ar. 
my, covered his troops with ſeveral lit- 
tle hills and villages. Several days no- 
thing was done on either ſide but-look- 
ing at and obſerving one another. At 
length a numerous body of the Aſſyri- 
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ans moving firſt out of their camp, Cyrus 
advanced with his troops to meet them. 
But before. they came within reach of 


| the enemy, he gave the word for rally- 
ing the men, which was, Jupiter pro- 


tector et conductor. He then cauſed 


the uſual hymn to be ſounded in honour 
of Caſtor and Pollux; to which the ſol- 
diers, replete with ardour (3:00:65), an- 
ſwered with a loud voice. There was 


nothing in Cyrus's army but chearful- 


neſs, emulation, courage, mutual exhor- 


tations to bravery, and an univerſal 


zeal to execute whatever their general 


- ſhould command. For it is obſer va- 


ble, ſays the hiſtorian, in this place, 


* that, on theſe occaſions, thoſe that 
fear the Deity moſt, are the leaſt afraid 
of men.” On the ſide of the Aſſyri- 
ans, the troops armed with bows, ſlings 


and darts, made their diſcharges before 
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their enemies were within reach. But 


the Perſians; animated by the preſence 


and example of Cyrus, came immediate- 
ly-to cloſe. fight with the: enemy, and 
broke through their firſt battalions, 


The Aſſyrians, notwithanding all the 


efforts uſed by Crœſus and their own 


King to encourage them, were not able 
to ſtand ſo violent a ſhock, but immedi- 


ately fled. At the ſame time the cayal- 


ry of the Medes advanced to attack the 
enemy's horſe, which was alſo preſent- 


ly r outed. "The former warmly-pur- 
ſued them to the very camp, made a ter- 


rible laughter, and Nerigliſſor, King 
of the Babylonians, was killed in the 


action. Cyrus, not thinking himſelf in 

a condition to force theirintrenchments; 

ſounded a retreat. | , 
In the mean time, the Aſſyrians, their 


King being killed, and the flower of 
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rheir army loſt, were in a dreadful con- 
ſternation. As ſoon as Crœſus found 
them in ſo great a diſorder, he fled, and 
left them to ſhift for themſelves. The 
other allies alſo, ſeeing their affairs in 
ſo hopeleſs a condition, thought of no- 
thing but taking advantage of the night 
to make their eſcape. | 

Cyrus, who had foreſeen this, pre- 
pared to purſue them. But this could 
not be effected without cavalry; and, 
23 we have already obſerved, the Per- 
ſians had none. He therefore went to 
Cyaxares, and told him his deſign, Cy- 
axarts was extremely averſe to it; and 
repreſented to him, how dangerous it 
was to drive ſo powerful an army to ex- 
tremities, whom deſpair would proba- 
bly inſpire with courage; that it was a 
part of wiſdom to uſe good fortune with 
moderation, and not loſe the fruits of 
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victory by too much vivacity : moreover, 
that he did not care to compel the Medes, 


or to refuſe them that repoſe to which 


their behaviour had juſtly intitled them. 


Cyrus, upon this, deſired his permiſſion 
only to take as many of the horſe as 
would voluntarily follow him. Cyaxares 


readily conſented to this, and thought of 


nothing (elſe now, but of paſſing his 


time with his officers in feaſting and 


mirth, and enjoying the fruits of the 


Trey he had juſt obtained. 
Cyxvs-marched away in e of 
the enemy, and was followed by the 
greateſt part of the Median ſoldiers. 
Upon the way he met ſome courtiers, 
that were coming to him from the 3500 
canians, who ſerved in the enemy's ar- 
my, to inform him, that as ſoon as ever 
he appeared, thoſe Hyrcanians would 


come over to him; which in effect they 
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did, Cyrus made the beſt uſe of his 
time; and having marched all night, 
came up with the Aſſyrians. Crœſus 
had ſent away his wives in the night- 
time for coolneſs, (for it was the ſum- 
mer ſeaſon) and followed them himſelf 
with a body of cavalry, When the 
Aſſyrians ſaw the enemy ſo near them, 
they were in the utmoſt terror and a- 
mazement. Many of thoſe that ran a- 
way, being cloſely purſued, were killed; 
all that ſtaid in the camp ſurrendered; 
the victory was compleat and the ſpoil 
immenſe. Cyrus reſerved all the horſes 
they took in the camp for himſelf, re- 
ſolving now to form a body of cavalry 
for the Perſian army, which hitherto 
had none. The richeſt and moſt va- 
Juable part of the ſpoil he ſet apart for 
Cyaxares; and for the priſoners, he- 
gave them all their liberty to go home 
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to their own country, without impoſing 
any other condition upon them, than 
that they and their countrymen ſhould 
deliver up their arms, and engage no 
more in war; Cyrus taking it upon him- 
ſelf to defend them againſt their ene- 
mies, and to put them into a conditi- 
on of cultivating their lands with entire 
ſecurity. 
WIXILE the Medes 41 the Hyrca 
nians were ſtill purſuing the remain- 
der of the enemy, Cyrus took care to 
have a repaſt, and even baths prepared 
for them, that at their return they 
might have nothing to do, but to ſit 
down and refreſh themſelves. He al. 
ſo thought proper to defer the diſtri- 
bution of the ſpoil till then. It was on 
this occaſion this general, whoſe thoughts 
nothing eſcaped, exhorted his Perſian 
ſoldiers to diſtinguiſn themſelves by 


*,. r e MM 
their generoſity in regard to their allies, 
from whom they had already received 
great ſervices, and of whom they might 
expect ſtill greater. He deſired they 
would wait their return, both for the 
refreſhments and the diviſion of the 
booty; and that they would:ſhew a pre- 
ference of their intereſts and conveni · 
encies before. their own; giving them 
ZW to underſtand, that this would be a ſure 
W mcans of attaching the allies to them 
for ever, and of ſecuring a new harveſt 
o victories to them over the enemy, 
which would procure them all the ad- 
vantages they could defire, and make 
them an ample amends for the volunta- 
ry lefſes they might ſuſtain for the 
fake of winning the affection of the al- 
lies. They all came into his opinion. 
When the Medes and Hyrcanians were 
reiur ned from purſuing the enemy, Cy- 
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rus made them fit down to the repaſt he 
had prepared for them, defiringthem to 
ſend nothing but bread to the Perfians, 


who were ſufficiently provided (he ſaid) 


with all they wanted, either for their 
ragoo's, or their drink. Hunger was 
their only ragoo, and water from the 
ſtream their only drink for that was 
the way of living to which they had 


been accuſtomed from their infancy. 


Tu next morning came on the di- 
viſion of the ſpoils. Cyrus, in the next 
place, ordered the Magi to be call- 


ed, and commanded to chuſe out of all 
the booty what was propereſt to be of- 


fered to the gods on ſuch an occaſion. 
Then he gave the Medes and Hyrcani- 
ans the honour of dividing all that re- 
mained amongſt the whole army. They 
earneſtly deſired, that the Perſians might 
preſide in the diſtribution; but the Per - 
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fans abſolutely refuſed it : ſo that they 
were obliged: to accept of the office, as 
Cyrus had ordered: and the diſtributi- 
on was made to the general fatisfaRtion 
of all parties. 

Tus very night that Cyrus marched 
to purſue the enemy, Cyaxares had paſ- 
ſed in feaſting and jollity; and had made 
himfelf drunk with his chief officers, 
The next morning when he waked, 
he was ſtrangely ſurpriſed to find him- 
ſelf almoſt alone, and without troops, 
& Immediately, full of reſentment and 
rage, he diſpatched an expreſs to the 
5 army, with orders to reproach Cyrus 
ſeverely, and to bring back the Medes 
Vithout any delay. This unreaſonable 
| proceeding did not diſmay Cyrus; who, 
in return, writ him a reſpectful letter; 
in which, however, he expreſſed himſelt 
ith.a generous and noble freedom, 
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juſtified his own conduct, and re-mind. 
ed him of the permiſſion he had given 
| him of taking as many Medes with him 
as were willing to follow him. At the 
ſame time Cyrus fent into Perſia for an 
- zugmentation of his troops, deſigning 
to puſh his conqueſts ſtill farther, 

2 AMONGST the priſoners of war they 
had taken, there was a young princeſs, 
of moſt exquiſite beauty, which they re- 
ſerved for Cyrus. Her name was Pan. 
thena, the wife of Abradates King of 
Suſiana, Upon the report made to Cy- 
rus of her extraordinary beauty, he re- 
fuſed 'to ſee her, for fear (as he ſaid) 
ſach an object might engage his affection 
more than he deſired, and divert bim | 
from the proſecution of the grand de- 
ſigns he had in view. This ſingular 
moderation in Cyrus was undoubtedly 


an effect ot the excellent education he 
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had received: for it was a principle a- 
mong the Perſians, never to ſpeak be- 
fore young people of any thing that 
| tended or related to love, leſt their na- 
nural inclination to pleaſure, which is 
ſo ſtrong and violent at that age of levi- 
tip and indiſcretion, ſhould be awakened 
and excited by ſuch difcourſes, and 
ſhould hurry them into-follies and de- 
baucheries, Araſpes, a young noble- 
man of Media, who hed the lady in his 
cuſtody, had not the ſame diſtruſt of 
his own weakneſs, but pretended that a 
man may be always maiter of himſelf, 
Cyruscommitted the princeſs to his care, 
and at the ſame time gave him a very 
prudent admonition : I have ſeen ſe- 
© veral perſons,” ſays. he, that have 
thought themſelves very ſtrong, wretch- 
* edly overcome by that violent paſſion, 
in ſpite of all their reſolution; who have 
' DJ 
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owned after wards, with ſhameand grief, 
„that their paſſion was a bondage and 
c ſlavery, from which they had not the 
power to redeem themſelves; an in- 
© curable diſtemper, out of the reach of 
« all remedies and human efforts; a kind 
© of bond or neceſſity, more difficult to 
© force than the ſtrongeſt chains of i- 
ron.“ Fear nothing, replied Araſpes, 
« I am ſure of myſelf; and I'll anſwer 
* with my life, I ſhall do nothing con- 
* trary to my duty,” Nevertheleſs, his 
paſſion for this young princeſs increaſ- 
ed, andbydegrees grew to ſuch a height, 
that, finding her invincibly averſe to 
his deſires, he was upon the point of 
uſing violenee with her. The princeſs 
at length made Cyrus acquainted with 
his conduct; who immediately ſent Ar- 
| tabaſus to Araſpes, with orders toadmo- 
niſn and reproye him in his name. 


This officer executed his orders in the 
hparſheſt manner, upbraiding him with 
his fault in the moſt bitter terms, and 
; with ſuch a rigorous ſeverity, as was 
: enough to throw him into deſpair. A- 
© raſpes, ſtruck to the ſoul with grief and 
© -nguiſh, burſt into a flood of tears; and 
| being over whelmed with ſhame and fear, 
Y thinking himſelf undone, had not a word 
: to ſay for himſelf. Some days after- 
wards, Cyrus ſent for him. He vent 
to the prince very much frightened, 
Cyrus took him aſide, and, inſtead of. 
reproaching him with ſeverity as he ex- 
pected, ſpoke gently to him; acknow- 
ledging, that he himſelf was to blame, 
for having imprudently expoſed him to 

ſo formidable an enemy, By ſuch an 
unexpected kindneſs, the young noble- 
man recovered both life and ſpeech. 
But his confuſion, joy and gratitude, ex- 
D 2 
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preſſed themſelves firſt in a torrent of 
tears, Alas, ſays he, now I am come 
to the knowledge of myſelf; and find 
« moſt- plainly, that I have two ſouls; 
© one that inclines me to good, another 
that incites me to evil. The former 
«© prevails when you ſpeak to me, and 
come to my relief: when J am alone, 
and left to myſelf, I give way to, and 
am oyerpowered by the latter.“ Araſpez 
made an advantageous amends for his 
fault, and rendered Cyrus conſiderable 
ſervice, by retiring among the Aſſy rians, 
under the pretence of diſcontent, and 
by acquainting Cyrus of their meaſures 
and deſigns. 

TRE loſs of ſo valiant: an officer, 
whom diſcontent was. ſuppoſed to have | 
engaged in the enemy's party, greatly 
concerned the whole army. Panthes, MW 
who had occaſioned it, promiſed Cyrus 


to ſupply his place with an officer of e- 
qual merit; whereby ſhe meant her 
husband Abradates. Accordingly, up- 
on her writing to him, he repaired to 


the camp of the Perſians, and was di- 


rectly carried to Panthea's tent, who 
told him with a flood of tears, how kind- 
ly and genteelly ſhe had been treated 
by the generous conqueror. , And 
how,” cried out Abradates, ſhall I be 
"able to acknowledge ſo important a 


* ſervice? By behaving towards him,” 


anſwered Panthea, as he hath done 
towards me.“ Whereupon he waited 
immediately upon Cyrus, and paying 


bis reſpe&s to ſo. great a benefactor, 


Jou ſee before you,” ſays he to him; 
the tendereſt friend, the moſt devoted 
ſervant, and the faithfulleſt ally you 
ever had; who, not being able other- 
*wiſe to acknowledge your fayour 
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© comes and devotes himſelf wholly to 
© your ſervice,” Cyrus received him 
with ſuch a noble and generous air, and 
withal, with ſo much tenderneſs and 
humanity, as fully convinced him, that 


whatever Panthea had faid of the won. I 


derful character of that great prince, 
was abundantly ſhort of the truth, 
Two Aſſyrian noblemen alſo, who 
deſigned, as Cyrus was informed, to 
put themſelves under his protection, 
rendered him extraordinary ſervice. 
The one was called Gobryas, an old 
man, venerable both on account of his 
age and his virtue. The King of Aſſy- 
ria, lately dead, who was well acquaint- 
ed with his merit, and had a very par- 
ticular regard for him, had reſolved to 
give his daughter in marriage to Gobry- 
as's ſon, and for that reaſon had ſent 
for him to court, This young noble- 
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man, at a hunting - match, to which he 
had been invited, happened to pierce a 
wild beaſt with his dart, which the 
King's ſon had miſſed: the latter, who 
was of-a fiery and ſavage nature, imme- 
diately ſtruck the gentleman with his 
lance through rage and vexation, and 
laid him breathleſs upon the ſpot. Gobry- 
as beſought Cyrus to avenge fo unfor- 
tunate a father, and to take his family 
under his protection; and the rather, 
becauſe he had no children left now but 
an only daughter, who had long been 
deſigned for a wife for the young King, 
but could not bear the thought of mar- 
rying the murderer of her brother. 
The name of this young King was La- 
boroſoarchod: he reigned only nine 
months, and was ſucceeded by Nabonid, 
called alſo Labynit, and Balthafar, who 
_ reigned ſeventeen years. 
D 4 
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TE name of the other Aſſy rian no- 
bleman was Gadates: he was a prince 
of a numerous and powerful people. 
The King then reigning had treated 
him in a very barbarous manner after 
he came to the throne; becauſe one of 
his concubines had mentioned him as an 
handſome man, and ſpoken advantage- 
ouſly of the happineſs of that woman he 
{ſhould chuſe for a wife. | 

TRE hopes of this double. ſuccour 
was a ſtrong iuducement to Cyrus, and 
made him determine to penetrate into 
the heart of the enemy's country, As 
Babylon, the capital city of the empire, 
he intended to conquer, was the chief 
object of his expectation, he turned his 
views and his march that. way, not to 
attack the city immediately in form, but 
only to take a view of it, and make him: * 
ſelf acquainted with it; to draw off as 
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many allies as he could from that 
prince's party, and make previous dif. 
poſitions and preparations for the ſiege 
he meditated, He ſet out therefore 
with his troops, and firſt marched to the 
territories of Gobryas. The fortreſs 
he lived in ſeemed to be an impregnable 
place, ſo advantageouſly was it ſituated, 
and ſo ſtrongly fortified on every. ſide, 
N This prince came out to meet him, and 
| commanded refreſhments to be brought 
for his whole army. He then con- 
ducted Cyrus into his palace, and there 
lad an immenſe number of ſilver and 
golden cups, and other veſſels, at his feet, 
together with a multitude. of purſes, 
| full of the golden coin of the country: 
© then ſending for his daughter, who was: 
of a majeſtic ſhape and exquiſite beau- 
ty, which the mourning habit ſhe wore 
for her brother's death ſeemed. ſtill to 
D 5 
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enhance, he preſented her to Cyrus, 


deſiring him to take her under his pro- 


tection, and to accept theſe marks of his 


acknowledgment, which he rook the 
liberty to preſent to him. I willing- 
ly accept your gold and ſilver,” ſays 


Cyrus, and I make a preſent of it to 


your daughter to enlarge her portion, 
Doubt not, but among the nobles of 
* my court you will find a match ſuita- 


© ble for her. It will neither be their 


« own riches, nor yours, which they will 
« ſet their eſteem upon, I can aſſure 
you, there are many amongſt them, 
« that would make no account of all the 
« treaſures of Babylon, if they were un- 
© attended with merit and virtue, It is 
© their only glory, I dare affirm it of 


them, as it is mine, to approye them- 


« ſelves faithful to their friends, for mi- 
« dable to their enemies, and reſpectful 
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to the gods. Gobryas preſſed him to 
take a repaſt with him in his houſe; 
but he ſtedfaſtly refuſed it, and return- 
ed into his camp with Gobryas, who 
ſtaid and eat with him and his officers. 
They had noother beds thanthe ground, 
and the green turf that was upon it; 
| and it is to be ſuppoſed the whole en- 
| tertainment wasſuitable; Gobryas, who 
' was a perſon of good ſenſe; was convin- 
ced how much that noble ſimplicity was 
ſuperior to his vain magnificence; and 
declared, that the Aſſyrians had the art 
of diſtinguiſhing themſelves by pride, 
and the Perſians by merit: and, above 
all things, he admired the ingenious vein 
ol humour, and the innocent chearful- 

| neſs that reigned throughout the whole: 
entertainment. 
CYRUS, conſtantly intent upon his. 

great deſign, proceeded with — 
Ws. 
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towards the country of Gadates, which 
was beyond Babylon. In the neigh- 
bourhood of this there was a ſtrong ci- 
tide}, which commanded the country of 
the Sacæ and the Caduſians, where a 
governor: for the King of Babylon re- 
ſided, to keep thoſe people in awe. Cy- 
rus made a feint of attacking the citadel. 
Gadates, whoſe intelligence with the 
Perſians was not yet known, by Cyrus's 
advice offered himſelf to the governor 
ol it, to join in the defence of that im- 
portant place. Accordingly he was ad- 
mitted with all his troops, and imme- 
diately delivered it up to Cyrus. The 
poſſeſſion of this citadel made him ma- 
ſter of the Sacæ and the Caduſians: and 
as he treated thoſe people with great 
kindneſs and lenity, they remained in- 
violably attached to his ſervice. The 
Caduſians raiſed an army of twenty 
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thouſapd foot, and four thouſand horſe; 
and the Sacæ furniſhed ten thouſand foot 
and two thouſand horſe archers. 

THz King of Aſſy ria took the field, in 
order to puniſh Cabates for his rebel- 
ET lion. But Cyrus engaged and defeated 
him, ſlaying vaſt numbers of his troops, 
and obliging him to retreat to Babylon. 
After which exploit, this conqueror 
employed ſome time in ravaging the 
enemy's country. His kind treatment 
of the priſoners. of war, in giving them 
all their liberty to go home to their ha- 
bitations, had ſpread the fame of his cle- 
mency wbere- ever he came, Numbers 
of people voluntarily ſurrendered to 
him, and greatly enlarged his army. 
Then advancing near the city of Baby- 
lon, he ſent the king of Aſſyria a per ſo- 
nal challenge, to terminate their quar. 
rel by a ſingle combat: but his chal- 
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| lenge was not accepted, In order to ſe 
cure the peace and tranquillity of his al- 
lies during his abſence, he made a kind 
ot a truce or treaty with the King of Aſ- 
ſyria; by which it was agreed on both 
ſides, that the husbandmen ſhould not 
be moleſted, but ſhould have full liberty 
to cultivatetheir lands, and reapthe fruits 
of their: labour. Therefore, after hay- 
ing viewedthe country, examined the ſi - 
tuation of Babylon, acquired à great 
number of friends and allies, and great- 
ly augmented his cavalry, he marched a- 
way on his return to Media. 

Wu he came near the frontiers, 
he ſent a meſſenger to Cyaxares, to ac- 
quaint him with his arrival, and to re- 
ceive his commands. Cyaxares did not 
think proper to admit fo great an army 

into his country; and an army, that was 
ſtil] going to receive an augmentation of 
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forty thouſand men, juſt arrived from 
Perſia. He therefore ſet out next day 
with what cavalry. he had left, to join 
Cyrus; who likewiſe ad vanced forwards 
to meet him with his cavalry, that was 
very fine and numerous. The fight of 
theſe troops rekindled the jealouſy and 
diſſatisfaction of Cyaxares, He re- 
ceived his nephew in a very cold man 
ner, turned away his face from him, to 
avoid the receiving of his ſalute, and e- 
ven wept through vexation. Cyrus or- 
dered all the company to retire, and 
entered into a converſation with his un- 
ele, for explaining himſelf with the more 
freedom. He ſpoke tohim with ſo much 1 
good-nature and reaſon; gave him ſuch 
ſtrong proofs of his integrity, reſpect, 
and joviolable attachment to his perſon 
and intereſt, that in a moment he diſpel- 
led all his ſuſpicions, and perfectly re- 
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covered his favour and good opinion. 


They embraced one another, and tears 


were {hed on both ſides. . The joy of 
the Perſians and Medes, who waitcd the 
event of this interview. with-apxiety and 
' trembling, is inexpreſſible. Cyaxares 
and Cyrus immediately remounted their 
| horſes; and then all the Medes ranged 


themſelves in the train of Cyaxares, accor- 


ding to the ſigns given them by Cyrus, 


The Perſians followed Cyrus, and the 


men of each other nation their particu- 


lar prince. When they arrived at the 
camp, they conducted Cyaxares to the 
tent prepared for him. He was preſent- 
ly viſited by almoſt all the Medes, who 


came to ſalute him, and to bring him pre- 
ſents; ſome ot their on accord, and o- 


thers by the command of Cyrus. Cya- 
xares was extremely touched at this pro- 
ceeding, and began to find, that Cyrus 
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had not corrupted his ſubjects, and that 
the Medes had the ſame affection fon 
him as before. | 

SUCH. was the ſucceſs of Cyrus . fir 
expedition againſt Crœſus and the Baby- 
lonians. In the council, held the next 
day in the preſence of Cyaxares and all 
the officers, it was reſolved to continue 
the war. | 

Nor finding in | Xenophon- any - dats 
that preciſely fixes the years wherein the 
ſeveral events he relates happened, I i- 
magine, with Uſher, though Xenephon's- 
relation does not ſeem to favour this no- 
tion, that between the two battles againſt 
Crœſus and the Babylonians, ſeveral years 
paſled, during which all neceſſary pre- 
parations were made on both ſides, for. 
carrying on the important war which 
was begun; and within this interval L 
place Cyrus's Marriages. 
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" Cyxvs, then, about this time had 
thought of making a tour-into his own 
country, about ſix or ſeven years after 
his departure, at the head of the Per. 


gave him a ſignal teſtimony of the value 
he had for his merit. Having no male 
iſſue and but one daughter, he offered her 
in marriage to Cyrus, with an aſſurance 
of the kingdom of Media for her portion. 
Cyrus had a grateful ſenſe of this advan- 


tageous offer, and expreſſed the warmeſt 


acknowledgments of it; but thought him- 
fel nor at liberty to accept it, till he had 
the conſent of his father and mother; 


leaving therein a rare example to poſte- 
rity, of the reſpectful ſubmiſhon and en- 


tire dependance which all children ought 


to ſhew to their parents on the like oc · 


caſion, of what age ſoever they be, or to 


whatever degree of power and greatneſs 


fian army. Cyaxares on this occaſion 
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they may have arrived. Cyrus married 
this princeſs on his return from Perſia. 
Wuxx the marriage ſolemnity was o- 


ver, Cyrus returned to his camp, and im- 


proved the time he had to ſpare, in ſecur- 
ing his ne wconqueſts, and taking all pro- 
per meaſures with his allies, for accom- 


viking the grand deſign he had formed. 


| FORESEEING, ſays Xenophon, that the 
preparation for war might take upa great 
deal of time, he pitehed bis camp in a 
very convenient and healthy place, and 
fortified ĩt extremely. He there kept his 
troops to the ſame diſcipline and exerciſe, 
as if the enemy had been always in fight. 
Tuxx underſtood by deſerters, and 


| bythe priſoners brought every day i into 


the camp, that the King of Babylon was. 
gone into Lydia, and carried with him 
immenſe ſums of gold and ſilver. The 


common ſoldiers immediately. coneluded, 
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that it was tear which made him remove 
his treaſures, But Cyrus judged he had 


undertaken this journey, only to raiſe up 
ſome new enemy. againſt him: and there. 
fore he laboured with indefatigable ap- 
plication in preparing. for a ſecond bat- 
tle. 1850 ; 

Azovx all things he applied himſelf 
to ſtrengthen his Perſian. cavalry, and to 


have a great number of chariots of war, 
built after a new form, having found 


great inconveniencies in the old ones, 


the faſhion of which came. from Troy, 
and had continued in uſe till that time 


throughout all Aſia. 
In this interval, ambaſſadors arrived 
from the King of India, with a vaſt ſum 


of money for Cyrus, from the King their 
maſter; who had commanded them to 


aſſure him, that he was very glad he had 


acquainted him with what he wanted; 
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chat he was willing to be his friend and 
ally; and, if he ſtill wanted more mo- 
ney, he had nothing to do but to let 
him know; and that, in ſhort, he had 
ordered his ambaſſadors to pay him the 
ſame abſolute obedience as to himſelf, 
Cyrus received theſe obliging offers 
with all poſſible dignity - and gratitude. 
He treated the ambaſſadors -with the 
utmoſt reſpect, and made them noble 
preſents: and taking advantage of their 

good diſpoſition, deſired them to depute 
three of their own body to the enemy, 
as envoys from the King of Tndia, on 
pretence of propoſing an alliance with 
the King of Aſſy ria, but in effect to diſ- 
cover his deſigns, and give Cyrus an 
account of them. The Indians gladly 
undertook this employment, and ac- 
quitted themſelves of it with great 
ability. 


| 
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I do not find in the laſt circumſtance 
the upright conduct and uſual ſincerity 
of Cyrus. Could he be ignorant, that 


it was an open violation of the laws of 


nations, to ſend ſpies to an enemy's court, 


under the title of ambaſſadors; which 
is a charaQter that will not ſuffer thoſe 


inveſted with it to act ſo mean a part, 
or to be guilty of ſuch treachery ? 
Crxus prepared fer the approaching 
battle, like a man who had nothing but 
great projects in view. He not only 
took care of every thing that had been 


reſolved in council, but took pleaſure in 


exciting a noble emulation amongſt his 
officers, - who ſhould have the fineſt 
arms, be the beſt mounted, fling a dart 
or ſhoot an arrow the moſt dexteroully, 


or who ſhould undergo toil and fatigue 


with the greateſt patience, This he 
brought about by taking them along 


with him a-hunting, and by conſtantly 
| rewarding thoſe that diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves moſt, Wherever he perceived 
that the captains took a particular care 
ol their men, he commended them pub- 
icly, and ſhewed them all poſſible fa- 
your for their encouragement, When | 
he made them any feaſt, he never pro- 
poſed any other diverſions than milita- 
ry exerciſes, and always gave conſidera» 
ble prizes to the conquerors, by which 
means he excited an univerſal ardour 
throughout his army. In ſhort, he was 
a general, who in repoſe, as well as ac- 
| tion, nay, even in his pleaſures, his meals, 
converſations and walks, had his thoughts 
wholly bent on promoting the ſervice. 
It is by ſuch methods a man becomes 
an able and compleat warrior. 
In the mean time, the Indian am- 
baſſadors, being returned from the e- 
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-nemy's camp, brought word, that Crœ. 
ſus was choſen generaliſſimo of their ar- 
my; that all the kings and princes in 
their alliance had agreed to furniſh the 
neceſſary ſums of money for raiſing the 
troops; that the I hracians had already 
engaged themſelves; that from Egypt 
a great ſuccour was marching, conſiſt- 
ing of an hundred and twenty thouſand 
men; that another army was expected 
from Cyprus; that the Cilicians, the 
people of the two Phrygia's, the Lyca- 
onians, Paphlagonians, »Cappadociany, 
Arabians and Phegicians;-were-already 
arrived; that the Aſſyrians were , allo 
come vp with the King of Babylon; 

that the Indians, Eolians, and the moſt 

part of the Greeks liring in Aſia, had 
been obliged to join them; that Crozſusif 
had likewiſe ſeat to the Lacedzmonians, 
to bring them into a-treaty. of alliance; 
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That che army was aſſembled near the 
: river Pactolus, from whence it was to 
Wdrance-co Thymbra, which was the 
ace of rendezvous for all the troops. 
WT his relation was confirmed by the ac- 
punts brought in both by the priſon- 
rs and the ſpies 

THis news diſcouraged Cyrus s ar- 
my. But that prince haviog aſſembled 
his officers, and repreſented to them the 
aſt difference between the enemy's 
troops and theirs, ſoon diſpelled their 
fears, and revived their courage. : 
Crxvs had taken all proper meaſures, 
that his army ſhould be provided with 
all neceſſaries; and had given orders, 
well for their march, as for the bat- 
tle he was preparing to give; in the do- 
ing of which he deſcended to an aſto- 
tiſhing detail, which Xenophon relates 
at length, and which reached from the 
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chief commanders down to the very 
Joweſt ſubaltern officers; for he knew 
very well, that upon ſuch precautions 
the ſucceſs of enter prizes depend, Which 
frequently miſcarry through the negled 
of the ſmalleſt circumſtantes; in the 
ſame manner as it often happens, that 
the playing or movement of the great 
eſt machines is ſtopped through the di- 
order of one ſingle 1 e never 
to fil. ooo te re) 

TEIs prince knew all the iter: of 
his army by their names; and making 
uſe of a low, but ſignificant compariſon, 
he uſed to ſay, *He'thought it ſtrange, 
that an artificer ſhould know the names 
* of all his tools; and a general ſhould 
be ſo indifferent, as not to know the 
names of all his captains, which are the 
_ * inſtruments he muſt make uſe of in 
ail his enterprizes and operations 
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Beſides, he was pet ſuaded, that ſuch an 
attention had ſomething in it more ho- 
nourable for the officers, mare engag- 
jog, and more proper io excite them to 
do their duty, as it naturally leads them 
to believe, they are both known and e- 
ſteemed by their general. 
As ſoon as all the preparations were 
finiſhed, Cyrus took leave of Cyaxares, 
who ſtaid in Media with a third part of 
| his troops, that the country W not 
be left entirely defenceleſs. 3 
Cxnus, who under ſtood how ach- 
tageous it is always to make the enemy's 
country the ſeat of war, did not wait 
for the Bybylonians coming to attack 
bim in Media, bot marched forwards to 
meet them in their territories; that he 
might both conſame their forege by his 
troops, and di ſconcert their meaſures 
by his expedition, and the boldneſs of 
3 
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his undertaking, After a very long 
march he came up with the enemy at 
*Thymbra, a city of Lydia, not far from 
Sardis, the capital of the country. They 
did not imagine this prince, with haf 
the number of forces they had, could 
think of coming to attack them in their 
own country: and they were ver 
much aſtoniſhed to ſee him come, be. 
fore they had time to lay up the proji- 
ſions neceſſary for the ſubſiſtence of 
their numerous army, or to aſſemble al 
the forces they intended to bring! into 
the field __— him. 
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Th battle of Thymbra, between Cyrus and 
| . OTE 


T H Is battle is one of che moſt 
| conſiderable events in. antiquity, 
ſince | it decided the empire of Afia be- 
tween the Aſſyrians of Babylon and the 
Perſians, It was this conſideration, that. 
induced Mr. F reret, one of: my brethren. 
in the academy of polite literature, to 
examine it with a particular care and 
exactoeſs; aud the rather, as he remarks, 
becauſe. it is the firſt pirched battle of 
which we have any full or particular 
account. I. have aſſumed the privilege 
of making uſe of che labours and learn- 
ing of other perſons, but without rob- 
bing them of the glory, as alſo without 
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denying myſelf the liberty of making 


ſuch alterations as 1 thought proper, 
I ſhall give a more ample and particu- 
lar deſcription of this battle, than J uſu. 
ally do of ſuch matters, becauſe Cyrus 
being looked upon as one of the great- 
eſt captains of antiquity, thoſe of the 
profeſſion may be glad to trace him in 
all his ſteps through this important ac- 
tion: moreover, the manner in which 
the ancients made war and fought bat. 
tles, is an eſſential part of their hiſto» 
Ty. | 5 

In Cyrus's army the companies of 
ſoot conſiſted of an hundred men each, 
excluſively of the captain. Each con- 
pany was ſubdivided into four parts or 
platoons, which conſiſted of four and 
twenty mea each, not including the per- 
ſon that commanded the whole, Each 
of theſe ſubdiviſions was again divided 
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into two files, conſiſting, in conſequence, 
of twelve men. Every ten companies 
had a particular ſuperior officer to com- 
mand them, which ſufficiently anſwers 
to what we call a Colonel; and ten of 
thoſe bodies again had another ſuperior 
commander, which we may call a Briga- | 
dier. | 

WHEN Cyrus firſt. came at _= head 
of the thirty. thouſand Perſians, to the 
aid of his uncle Cyaxares, he made a con - 
ſderable change in the arms of his 
troops. TWO thirds of them till then 
only made uſe of javelins, or bons, and 
of courſe could only fight at a diſtance 
from the: enemy, | loftead of theſe, Cy- 
rus armed the moſt part of them with 
euiraſſes, bucklets and ſwords, or bat- 
 Ye-axesz..and left few of bis {oldiers 1 In 
light armour, 


Ar that time the Perſians knew no- 
E 4 
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thing about fighting on horſeback. Cy- 


rus, who was convinced, that nothing 


was of ſo much importance towards the 
gaining of a battle as cavalry, was ſenſi - 
ble of the great inconvenience he la- 
boured under in that reſpect, and there: 
fore took wife: and early precautions 
to remedy that evil. He ſucceeded in 
his deſign, and by little and little formed 
a body of Perſian cavalry, which amount- 
ed to ten thouſand men, and were the 
beſt troops of his army. 

I $HALL elſewhere take notice of the 
other charge he introduced, with re- 
card to the chariots of war. It is now 
time for us to give the numbeg of the 
troops of both armies, which cannot be 


fixed but by conjecture, aad by putting 


together ſeveral ſcattered. paſſages. of 
Xenophon; that author having omitted 
the material circumſtance of acquaint- 
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ing us exactly with their numbers; 
which appears ſurpriſing in a man ſo 
expert in military . as that hiſtori- 
an was. 

Cyzvus's army amounted in the whole 
to an hundred and ninety-ſix thouſand 
men, horſe and foot. Of theſe. there 
were ſeventy thouſand natural born Per. 
\ fans, viz: ten thouſand cuiraſſiers of 
horſe, twenty thouſand cuiraſhersof foot, 
twenty thouſand pikemen, and. twenty 
thouſand light-armed ſoldiers... The. 
reſt of the army, to the.number of an 
hundred and twenty-ſix thouſand men,, 
conſiſt ed of twenty-ſix thouſand Medi- 
an, Armenian, and Arabian horſe, and 
an hundred thouſand foot of the ſame. 
nations; 

BESIDES theſe . Gn had 
three hundred chariots of war, armed 


with-ſcythes; each chariot drawn by 
E 5 
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four horſes a*breaft, covered with trap- 


pings that were ſhot-proof; as were al- 


ſo the horfes of the Perſian cuiraſ- 
ſiers. Fi 

Hz had alſo commanded a great 
number of chariots to be made of alar- 
ger ſize, upon each of which was placed 
a tower of about eighteen or twenty feet 
high, in which were lodged twenty arch- 
ers. Each chariot was drawn upon 
wheels by fixteen oxen yoked in a- 
breaſt, 5 8 

THERE was moreover an immenſe 
number of camels, upon each of which 
were two Arabian archers, back to back; 
ſo that one looked towards the head, 
and the other towards the tail of the 
camel. | 

CRoEsus's army was above twice as 
numerous as that of Cyrus, amounting 
in all to four hundred and twenty thou- 
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ſend men, of which ſixty thouſand were 


cavalry. The troops conſiſted chielly 
of Babylonians, Lydians, Phrygians, 


Cappadocians, of the nations about the 


Helleſpont, and of Egyptians, to the 
number of three hundred and ſixty thou- 
ſand men. Ihe Egyptians alone made 
2 body of an hundred and twenty thou- 


ſand. They had bucklers that Wholly 


covered them, very long pikes, and ſhort 


ſwords, but very broad. The reſt of 
the army was made up of Cyprians, 


Cilicians, Lycaonians, Paphlagonians, 
Thracians and Ionians. 
IN order of battle, Croefus's army 


was ranged in one line, the jnfantry in 


the ceatre, and the cavalry on the two 


wings, All his troops, both foot and 


horſe, were thirty men deep: but the 
Egyptians, who, as we have already re- 


marked, were an hundred and twenty 
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thouſand in number, aud who were the 
principal ſtrength of Croeſus's infantry, 
in the centre of which they were poſt- 
ed, were divided into twelve large bo- 


dies, or ſquare battalions, of ten thou - 


ſand men each; which had an hundred 


men in the front, and as many in depth, 
with an inter val or ſpace between eve- | 
ry battalion, that they might act and 


fight independent of, and without in- 
terfering with one another. Crœ- 
ſus would gladly have perſuaded them 


to range themſelves in leſs depth, that 


they might make the wider front. The 
armies were in a large plain, which gave 
room for the extending of their wings 
to right and left: and the defign of Crœ- 

ſus, upon which alone he founded his 
hopes of victory, was to environ and 
hem in the enemy's army. But he 
could not prevail upon the Egyptians 
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to change the order of battle, to which 
they had been accuſtomed. His army. 
as. it was thus drawn out into one line, 
took up near forty. ſtadia's, or ſive miles, 
in length. 5 

ARASPES, who, under the pretence 
of diſcontent, had retired to Croeſus's - 
army, and had had particular orders 
from Cyrus to-obſerve weil the man- 

ner of that general's ranging his troops, 
| returned to the Perſian camp the day 
before the battle. Cyrus, in drawing 
up his army, governed himſelf by the 
diſpoſition of the enemy, of which that 
young Median nobleman had given him 
a particular deſcription, n 

Tux Perſians had been generally 
uſed to engage four and twenty men in 
depth, but Cyrus thought proper to 
change that diſpoſition, without toe 
much weakening his phalanx, to prevent 
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his army's being incloſed and hemmed 


in. His infantry was excellent, and 


moſt advantageouſly armed with cuiral- 
ſes, partiſans, battle-axes and ſwords; 
and provided they could join the enemy 
in cloſe fight, there was little reaſon to 
believe the Lydian phalanx, that were 
only armed with light bucklers and ji- 


velins, could ſupport the charge; Cy- 
rus therefore thinned the files of his in- 
fantry one half, and ranged them only 
twelve men deep. The cavalry was 


drawn out on the two wings, the right 


commanded by Chryfanthes, and the 
left by Hyſtaſpes. The whole front 
of the army took up but-thirty-rwo ſta- 


dia's, or four miles, in extent; and con- 
ſequently was at each end near four ſta- 


dia's; or half a mile, ſhort of the enemy's 
ont. $24 | 
-- BxnanDd the firſt line, at a Jittle diſ- 
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lance, Cyrus placed the ſpearmen, and 
behind them the arehers. Both the one 
and the other were covered by the fol- 
diers in their front, over whoſe heads 
they could throw their javelins, and 
ſhoot their arrows at the enemy. 
BEHIND all theſe he formed another 
le to ſerve for rear, which confiſted 
of the flower of his army. Their bu- 
ſineſs was, to have their eyes upon thoſe 
that were placed before them; to en- 
courage thoſe that did their duty, to 
ſaſtain and threaten thoſe that gave 
way, and even to kill thoſe as traitors 
that fled; by that means to keep the cow- 
ards in awe, and make them have as 
great a terror of the troops in the 
rear as they _ poſſibly have of the 
enemy, 
Benin the army were placed thoſe 
moving towers, which have been alrea - 


Ads ene or 

dy deſcribed, Theſe formed a line e- 
qual and parallel to that of the army; 
and did not only-ſerve to annoy: the e- 
nemy by the continual diſcharges of the 
archers that were. in them, but might 
alſo be looked upon as a kind of movea- 
ble forts, or redoubts, under-which the 
Perſian troops might rally, in caſe they 
were. broken and puſhed by the ene- 
RE ud BR 
Jus behind theſe towers were two 
other lines, which likewile were paral - 
je] and equal to the front of the army. 
The one was formed of the baggage, 
and the other of the chariots, which car- 
ried the women; and ſuch other perſons, 
as were ubfit for ſervice; N 

T o cloſe all theſe lines, and to ſecure 
them from the inſults of the enemy, Cy- 
rus placed in the rear of all two thou- 
ſand infantry, two thouſand horſe, and 
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the troop of camels, which was n 
numerous. | 

eee in forming two lines of 
be baggage, &c. was not only to make: 
his army appear larger than it really. 
was, but alſo to oblige the enemy, ia 
caſe they were reſolved to ſurround: 
bim, as he knew they intended, to make. 
the longer circuit, and of courſe to; 
weaken their line, by ſtretching it an 
ſo far. 

WIE have ain the Perſian cherten of 
war armed with ſcythes to ſpeak of. 
Theſe were divided into three bodies, 
of an hundred each. One of theſe bo- 
dies, commanded by Abradates, King of, 
Suliana, was placed in the front of the. 
battle, and the other two upon the two. 
Hanks of the arwy, 

Such was the order of battle in the: 
wo armies, as they were drawn out and. 
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diſpoſed the day before the engage · 


ment. 
TRE next day, very early i in aka morn- 


iog, Cyrus made à ſaectifice, during 


which time his army took a little re- 
freſhment; and the ſoldiers, after hav- 
ing offered their libations to the gods, 
put on their armour. Never was there 
a ſight ſo ſplendid and beautiful: coat - 


armours, coirafles, bucklers, helmets; 


one could not tell which to admire moſt: 
men and horſes, all fine! y wn and 
glittering in braſs and ſearlet. 
Wx Abradates wis juſt Ship to 
put on his cufraſs, which was only of 


quilted flax, according to the faſhion of 
his country, bis wife Panthea came, and 


preſented him. with 2 helmetz. bracers 


and bracelets, all of gold, with a-coat-- 


armour of his own length, plaited at the 
bottom, 'and with a purple-coloured 
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plame of feathers, She had got all this 
armour prepared without her husband's- 
knowledge; that her preſent might be 


the more agreeable from ſurpriſe, Not- 
withſtanding all her endeavonrs to the 


contrary,” when ſhe dreſſed him in this 


armour, ſhe ſhed ſome tears. But, al- 
though ſhe loved him fo mnch, ſhe ex- 
horted him to die with ſword! in hand; 
rather than not ſignalize himſelf in a 
manner ſuitable to his birth, and the i: 
dea ſhe had endeavout ed to give Cyrus 


of his gallantry and Worth. Ont ob- 


' Jigations,? ſays ſhe, to that prince are 
© infinitely great. I was his priſoner, 
' and as ſuch was ſet apart for his pleas 
' ſure 3 but when.I came into his hands, 
J was neither uſed like a captive, nor 

© had any diſhonourable conditions im- 
' poſed on me for my freedom, He 
treated me as if 1 had: been his owy- 
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*-brother's wife; and in return I aſſure 
ed him, you would be capable of ae · 


©knowledging ſuch extraordinary: good- 

neſs, © 0 Jupiter P cried Abradates, 
raiſing his eyes towards heaven, grant 
that, on this occaſion, I may approve 
- myſelt an husband worthy of Panthea, 


and a friend worthy of fo generous a 
benefactor.“ Thus ſaid, he mounted 
his chariot. Pantbes, not being able 
to embrace bim any longer, Was. ready 
to kiſs the chariot he rode i in; and when 
= had purſued him with her eyes as 


far as ſhe pollibly could, ſhe retired. 
As ſoon as Cyrus had finiſhed his fa- 


_ erifice, given his officers the neceſſary 


orders and inſtructions for the battle; 


and re-minded them of paying the ho- 


mage that is due to the gods, every man 
went to his poſt. Some of his officers 


brought him wine and victuals: be eat 


1 
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. « little without ſiting down, and cauſed ; 
«he reſt to be diſtributed among(t thoſe 
that were about him. He took a little 
wine alſo, and poured-· a part of it, as an 
offering to the gods, before he drank; 
and all the company followed his exam- 
ple. After this he prayed again to the 
6 god of his fathers, deſiring he would 
pleaſe to be his guide, and come to. his 
aid; he then mounted his horſe, and 
ordered. them all to follow bim. 3 
As he was thinking on which ſide he 
? ſhould direct his march, he heard a clap 
.of thunder on the right, and cried our, 
Sovereign Jupiter! we follow thee,” 
And immediately he ſet forwards, have 
ing Chryfanthes on his right, who com- 
manded the right wing of the horſe, 
and Arſamas on his left, who command- : 
ed the foot, He warned them above 
all things to take-care of the royal ſtan- 
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dard, and to advance equally in a line. 


The ſtandard was a golden eagle at the 
end of a pike, wich its wings extended. 
The ſame was ever after uſed by the 
kings of Perſia, He made his army 
-balt three times before they arrived at 
the enemy's army; and after having 


marched about twenty ſtadia's or two 


miles and an half, they came in ſight of 
WN the two armies were Within 
view of each other, and the enemy had 
0 obſer ved how. much the front of theirs 
exceeded that of Cyrus, they made the 
centre of their army halt, whilſt the two 
wings advanced, projecting tothe right 


and leſt, with delign. to incloſe Cyrus's 


army, and to begin their attack on every 


ſide at the ſame time. This movement 


did not at all alarm Cyrus, becauſe he 
expeRied is, Having given the word 


. 
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for rally ing ihe troops, · Jupiter protector 
et conductor, he left his right wing, 
promiſing to rejoin them immediately, 
and help them to conquer, if it was the 
will of the gode. 2 

Hx rode through every d to give 
his orders, and to encourage the ſol- 
diers; and he who, on all occaſions, was 
ſo modeſt, and ſo far from the leaſt air 
of oſtentation, was now full of a noble 
confidence, and ſpoke as if he was cer - 
tain of victory: Follow me, comrades,” 
ſays he, the victory is certainly ours; 
* the gods are for us.“ He obſerved, 
that many of his officers, and even A- 
bradates himſelf, were uneaſy at the mo- 
tion which the two wings of the .Lydi- 
an army made, in order to attack them 
on the two flanks: Thoſe troops alarm 
you, ſays he; * believe me, thoſe are 
' the very troops that will be the firſt 
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« defeated: and to you, Abradates, 1 
give that as a ſignal of the time when 
you are to fall upon the enemy with 
your chariots.“ In the event the thing 
juſt happened as Cyrus had foretold. 
After Cyrus had given ſuch orders as 
he thought neceſſary every where, he 
returned to the _ wing of his ar- 
mp: 

- Wazn the two OI bodies of 
ths Lydian troops were ſufficiently ex- 
tended, Cr œſus gave the ſignal to the 
main body of his army to march up di- 
rectly to the front of the Perſian army, 
whilſt the two wings, that were wheel 
ing round upon their flanks, advanced 
on each ſide: ſo that Cyrus s army was 
iacloſed on three ſides, as if it had had 
three great armies to engage with; and, 
as Xenophon ſays, looked like a ſmall 
ſquare drawn within a great one, 
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As ſoon as Cyrus gave the firſt fig- 
nal, his troops faced on every ſide, keep- 


the event. The prince now thought 
it time to ſing the hyma of battle, The 
whole army anſwered to it with loud 
ſnouts, and invocations of the god of 
war. Then Cyrus, at the head of ſome 


body of the foot, fell immediately upon 
the enemy's forees that were marching 
to attack the right of his army in flank; 


they intended to do him, put them in- 
to great diſorder. The chariots then 


driving furiouſly upon W com- 
pleated their defeat. 


* 


Cyrus had begun the battle on che right, 


* 


ing a profound ſilence in expectation of 


troops of horſe, briſkly followed by a 


and having attacked them in flank, as 


AT the ſame time the troops of the 
Jeft flank, knowing by the noiſe, that 
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advanced to the enemy. And immedi- 
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ately the ſquadron of camels was made 
to advance alſo, as Cyrus had command- 
ed. The enemy's cavalry did not ex- 


pe this; and their horſes at a diſtance, 


as ſoon as ever they were ſenſible of the 
approach of thofe animals, (for horſe 


cannot endure the ſmell of camels), be. 


gan to ſnore and prance, to run foul 
upon and overturn ene another, throw- 
ing their riders, and trampling them 
under their feet, Whilſt they werein 
this confuſion, a ſmall body of horſe, 
commanded by Artageſes, puſhed them 
very warmly, to prevent them from 
rallying; and the chariots armed with 
ſcythes falling furiouſly upon then, 
they were totally routed, with a dread- 
_ ful laughter, bo 
 T'n1s being the ſigoal which Cyrus 
had given Abradates for attacking the 
front of the enemy's army, he drove like 
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lightning upon them with all his ehariots. 
Their firſt ranks were not able to ſtand 
ſo violent a charge, but gave way and 
were diſperſed. Having broken and 
overthrown them, Abradates came up to 
the Egyptian battalions; which being 
covered with their bucklers, and march- 
ing in ſuch cloſe order, that the chariots 
had not room to pierce amongſt them, 
gave him much more trouble, and would 
not bave been broken, had it not been 
for the violence of the horſes, that trod 
upon them. It was a molt horrid ſpec- 
tacle, to ſee the heaps of men and horſes, 
overturned chariots, broken arms, and 
all the dreadful effects of the ſharp ſcythes, 
which cut every thing in pieces that came 
in their way. But Abradates's chariot 
having the misfortune to be overturned, 
he and bis men were killed, after they 
bad ſigualized their valour in a ſurpriſing 
F 2 
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manner. The Egyptians then march 
ing forwards in cloſe order, and covered 
with their bucklers, obliging the Perſian 
infantry to give way, and drove them be- 
yond their fourth line, as far as to their 
machines. "There the Egyptians met 
'with a freſh ſtorm of arrows and javelins 


that were poured upon their heads from 


the rolling towers; and the battalions of 
the Perfian rear-guard advancing ſword 
inhand;preventedtheirarchersand ſpear- 
-men from retreating any farther, and ob- 
liged them to return to the charge. 
Cx kus in the interim having put both 
the horſe and foot to flight, on the leſt 
of the Egyptians, did not amuſe himſelf 
in purſuing the runaways; but, puſhing 
on directly to the centre, had the morti- 
fication to find his Perſian troops had been 
obliged to give way; and rightly qudg- 
ing, that the only means to prevent the 
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Egyptians from gaining further ground, 
would be to attack them in the rear; 
which he accordingly did. The caval- 
ty came up at the ſame time, and the e- 
nemy was puſhed with great fury. The 
Egyptians, being attacked on all ſides, far 
ced about every way, and defended them- 


ſelves with: ſurpriſing valour. Cyrus 


bimſelf was ina great danger: his horſe; 


which a-ſoldier had ſtabbed iu the belly, 


foking under him, he fell in the midſt 
of his enemies. Here was an oportunity, 
ſays Xenophon, of ſeeing how important 
it is tor a commander to have the affec- 
tion of his ſoldiers. Officers and men, 
equally alar med at the danger in which 
they ſaw their commander, run headlong 
into the thick foreſt of pikes, to reſcue 
and fave him. He quickly mounted ano- 
ther horſe, and the battle became more 
bloody than ever. At length Cyrus, ad- 
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miring the courage of the Egyptians, 
and being concerned to ſee ſuch brave 
men periſh, offered them honourable 
conditions, if they would ſurrender; let- 
tiog them know at the ſame time, that 
all their allies had forſaken them, The 
Egyptians accepted the conditions; and, 
as they were no leſs eminent in point of 
fidelity than in courage, they ſtipulated, 
that they ſhould not be obliged to carry 
arms againſt Creeſus, in whole ſervice 
they had been engaged. Frem thence- 
forward they ſerved in the Perfian army 
with in violable fidelity, 5 
XENO HO obſerves, that Cyrus gave 
them the cities of Lariſſa and Cyllene, 
near Cuma, upon the ſea coaſt, as alſo 
other inland places, which were inhabited 
by their deſcendants even in his time; 
and he adds, that theſe places were called 
the Cities of the Egyptians, This ob- 
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ſer vation of Xenophen's,. as alſo many 
other in ſeveral parts of his Cyropœiia, in 
order to prove the truth of the things he 
advanced, ſnews plainly, that he meant 
that wor k as a faithful hiſtory of Cyrus, at 
eaſt with reſpect to the main ſubſtance of 
it, and the greateſt part of the facts and 
tranſactions. This judicious reflection 
Malene, Freret makes upon this pF. 
ſages 

Tas 8 laſted till evening, Cron 
ſus retreated; as faſt as poſſible, with 
his troops to Sardis. The other nations 
in like. manner that very night directed 
their courſe, each to their own country, 
and made as long marches as they poſ- 
fibly could. The conquerors, after they 
had eaten ſomething, and poſted the 
guards, went to reſt. | 

In deſcribing this battle I have endea- 


roured exactly to follow the Greek text 
"Y 
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of Xenophon, the Latin tranſlation of 
which is not always faithful. Some mi - 
litary gentlemen, to whom I have com- 
municated this deſcription,” find a defect 
in the manner in which Cyrus diſpoſed 
of his troops in order of battle; as he pla. 
ced no troops to cover his flanks, to ſuſ- 
tain his armed chariots, and ro. oppoſe 
the two bodies of troops which Croſus 
had detached to fall upon the flanks of 


Cyrus's army. It is poſſible ſuch a cir-' 


cumſtance might efcape Xenophon in 
deſcribing this battle. 11 

IT is allowed, that Cyrus's victory was 
principally owing to his Perſian cavalry, 
which was a new eſtabliſhment, and 


wholly the fruit of that prince's care and | 
activity in forming his people, and per- 


fecting them in a part of the military art, 
of which till his time they had been en- 
tirely ignorant, The chariots armed 
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with ſeythes did good ſervice, and the uſe 


of them was ever afterwards retained 


among the Perſians, The camels too 
were not unſerviceable in this battle; 


| though Xenophon makes no great ac- 


count of them, and obſerves, that in his 


time they made no other uſe of them. 
than for carrying the baggage, 

Ipo r undertake to write a panegy- 
rio upon Cyrus, or to magnify. his me- 
rit- It is ſufficieat to remark, that in 
this affair we ſee all the qualities of a 
great general ſhine out in him. Before 


the battle, an admirable ſagacity and fore- 


ſight in diſcovering and diſconcerting the 
enemy 's meaſures; an infinite exactneſs in 
the detail of affairs, in taking care that 
his army ſhould be. provided. with every 
thing neceſſary, and all his orders punc- 
 twally-executed at the times fixed; a ſur- 
prifing application to gain the hearts of 
5 


— 
. . . £ I 3 
2 2 - 3 a 8 4 
N P RES 5 — — 
— Ls 2 - Cre — I. *. — WT. * 
— 4 — — TS nr" hs A * — 
7 = p . TE : 3 _—_ * * 
*. — C- 7 5 „ EVR * 5 


130 THE HISTORY 


his ſoldiers, and to inſpire them wich 


confidence and ardour, In the heat of 
action, what a ſpirit and activity; what 
a preſence of mind in giving orders, as 
occaſion requires; what courage and 
intrepidity, and at the ſame time what 
humanity towards the enemy, whoſe 
valour he reſpects, and whoſe blood he 
is unwilling to ſhed! We ſhall preſent- 
ly ſee what uſe he made of his victo- 
ry. 

Bur what appears to me ſtill more 
remarkable, and more worthy of admi- 
ration than all the reſt, is the conſtant 
care he took, on every occaſion, to pay 
that homage and worſhip to the Deity, 
which he thought belonged to him. 
Doubtleſs the reader has been ſurpriſed 
to ſee in the account I have given of 
this battle, how many times Cyrus, in 
ſipht of all bis army, makes mention of 
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the gods, offers ſacrifices and libations 
to them, addreſſes himſelf to them by 
prayer and invocation, and implores 
their aſſiſtance and protection. But in 
this 1 have added nothing to the origi- 
nal text of the hiſtorian, who was like- 
wiſe a military perſon himſelf, and who 
thought it no diſhonour to himſelf or 
bis profeſſion to relate theſe particular 
circumſtances. What a ſhame then, and 
a reproach would it be to a Chtiſtian offi- 
cer or general, if on a day of battle he 
ſhould bluſh to appear as religions and 
devout 38s 42 Pagan prince; and if the 
Lord of hoſts, rhe God of armies, whom 
he acknowledges as ſuch, ſhould make 
a leſs impteſſion upon his mind, than a 
reſpeꝙ for the falſe deities of Paganiſm | 
4d upon the mind of Si 
As for Crœſue, he makes uo great fi- 
gur e in this action; not one word is ſaid 
F 6 
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of him in the whole engagement. But 
that profound ſilence which Xenophon 
obſer ves with reſpect to him, ſeems, in 
my opinion, to imply a great deal; and 
gives us to underſtand, that a man may 
be a powerful prince, or a rich poten. 
tate, without beinga great warrior. 


+ Bur let us return to the camp of the 


Perſians. It is eaſy to imagine, that 
Panthea muſt be greatly afflicted, when 
the news was brought her of Abradates's 
death. Having cauſed his body to be 


brought to her, and holding it upon her 


knees, quite out of her ſenſes, with her 
eyes ſtedfaſtly fixed upon the diſmal ob- 
ject, ſhe thought of nothing but feeding 
her grief, and indulging her miſecy, 
with the ſight of that melancholy and 
bloody ſpectacle. Cyrus,. being told 
what a condition ſhe was in, ran imme- 
diately to her, ſympathized with her af - 


flidion, and bewailed her unhappy- fate 


' with tears of compaſſion, doing all that 
he poſſibly could to give her comfort, 
and ordering extraordinary honours to 
be ſhewn to the brave deceaſed. Abra; 
dates. But no ſooner was Cyrus retir- 


grief, ſtabbed herſelf with a dagger, and 


fell breathleſs upon her husband's body. 


They were both buried in one common 
grave upon the very ſpot; and a mo- 
nument was et ected for them, which was 
ſtanding in the time of Xenophon. : 
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The taking of Sardis, and of creſus. 


HE next day. in the morning, Cy- 


we may credit Herodotus, Crœſus did 


rus marched towards Sardis. If 
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234 THEWISTOXTY 
not imagine, that Cyr us intended to ſhut 
him up in thecity; and therefore march- 
ed out with his forces to meet him, and 
to give him battle. According to that 
hiſtorian, the Lydians were the braveſt 
and moſt warlike people of Aſa. Their 
chief ſtrength conſiſled in their cavalry, 
Cyrus, in erder to render that the leſs 
ſerviceable to them, made his camels ad- 
vance firſt; of which animals the horſe 
could neither endure the ſight nor the 
ſmell, and therefore immediateiy retir- 
ed on their apptoach. Upon which the 
riders diſmounted, and came to the en- 
gagement on foot; which was very ob- 
ſtinately maintained on both ſides; but 
ar length the Lydians gave way, and 
were forced to retreat into the city; 
which Cyrus preſently beſieged, cauſing 
his engioes to be levelled againſt tbe 
walls, and his ſcaling- ladders to be pre- 


rr ws 
pared, as if he intended to attack it by 
ſtorm, But whilit he was amuſing the 
beſieged with theſe preparations, the 
night following he made himſelf maſter 
of the citidel, by a private way that led 
thereto, which he was informed of by a 
Perſian flave, who had been-a-ſervant to 
the governor of that place. Atday-break 
he entered the city, where he met with 
no reſiſtance, His firſt care was to 
preſerve it from being plundered; for 
he perceived the Chaldeans had quitted 
their ranks, and already begun to dif- 
perſe themſelves in ſeveral places. To 
ſtop the rapacious hands of foreign ſol- 
diers, and tie them as it were by a ſin- 
gle. command, in a city ſo abounding 
with riches as Sardis was, is a thing not 
to be done but by fo fingular an au- 
thority as Cyrus had over his army. He 
gave all the citizens to under ſtand, that 
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their lives: ſhould be ſpared, and neither 
thetr wives nor children touched, pro- 
vided they brought him all their gold 
and ſilver. This condition they wil- 
lingly complied with; and Crœſus him- 
ſelf, whom Cyrus had commanded to be 
conducted to him, ſet them an example, 
by delivering up all bis riches and trea- 
ſures to the conqueror. | 

As ſoon as Cyrus had given all ne⸗ 
e concerning the city, he 
had a particular converſation with the 
King; of whom he aſked among other 
things, what he now thought of the ora - 
ele of Delphoe, and of the anſwers giy- 
en by the god that preſided there, for 
whom, it was ſaid, he had ever had a 
great regard? Ciœſus firſt acknow- 
jedged, that he had juſtly incurred the 
indignation of that god, for having ſhewn 
a diſtruſt of the truth of his anſwers, 
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and for having put him to the trial by 
an abſurd and fooliſh. queſtion; and 
them declared, that, notwithſtandiag all 
this, he ſtill had no reaſon to complain 
of him; for that, haviog conſulted him, 
to know what he ſhould do in order to 
lead an happy If: e, the oracle had given 
him an anſwer, which implies in ſub- 
ſtance, that he ſhould enjoy a perfect 
and laſting happineſs, when he. once 
came to the knowledge of himſelf. 
For want of this knowledge,” continu- 
ed he, and believing myſelf, through 
*rhe exceſive praifes that were laviſhs- 
ed upon me, to be ſomething very dif- 
* ferent from what I am, I accepted the 
6 title of generaliſimo of the whole ar- 
my, and unadviſedly engaged i in a war 
*again(t a. prince greatly: my ſuperior 
in all reſpects. But now that I am- 
inſtructed by defeat, and begin to 


| \ 
"tt 
I 


x38 THE HISTORY 

know myſelf, I believe I am going to 
© be happy; and if you prove favourable 
* to me, (for my fate is in your hands) 
© ſhall certainly be ſo.“ Cyrus, touched 
with compaſſion at the misfortune of the 
King, who was fallen in an inſtant from 
ſo great an elevation, and admiring his 
equanimity under fuch a-reverſe of for- 
tune, treated him with-a great deal of 
clemency and kindneſs, allowing bim 
to enjoy both the title and authority of 
King, under the reſt riction of not having 
the power to make war; that is to ſay, 
he diſcharged bim (as Croeſus acknow- 
ledged himſelf) from all the burdenſome 
part of regal power, and truly enabled 
Bim to lead an happy life, exempt from 
all care and difquiet, From thencetor- 
ward he took him with him in all his 
expeditions, either out of eſteem for 
him, and to have the benefit of his conn- 
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fel, or out of policy, and to be the more 
ſecure of his perſon. | 

HerxopoTvs, and other writers af- 
ter him, relate this ſtory. with the addi- 
tion of ſome very remarkable circum- 
ſtances, which I think it incumbent on 
me to mention, notwithſtanding they 
ſeem to be much more ſurpriſiag than 
true. 2 © 
I avs already remarked, that the: 
only. ſon Croeſus had living was dumb. 
This young prince, ſeeing a ſoldier, 
when the eity was taken, ready to give 
the King, whom he did not know, a 
ſtroke upon the head with his ſci- 
mitar, made ſuch a violent effort and 
ſtruggle, out of fear and tenderneſs for 
the life of his father, that he broke the 
ſtrings. of his tongue, and cried out, 
Soldier, ſpare the life of Crœſus.“ 
Cnonxs vs, being a priſoner, was con- 
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demned by the conqueror to be burnr' 
alive. Accordingly, the funeral pile was 


prepared, and that wretched prince be- 
ing laid thereon, and juſt upon the point 


of execution, recollecting the converſa- 
tion he had formerly- had with Solon, 


was wofully convinced of the truth of 


that philoſopher's admonition, and, in re- 
membrance thereof, cried out with a loud 


voice three times, Solon, Solon, So- 
Jon]! Cyrus, who, with the chief officers 


of his court, was preſent at this ſpecta · 


cle, was curious to know why Crœſus 


pronounced that famous phiſoſopher's 


name with ſo much vehemence in this 
extremity. Being told the reaſon, 
and reflecting upon the uncertain ſtate 
of all ſablunary things, he was touched 
with commiſeraticn at the prince's mil- 
fortune, cauſed him to be taken from 
the pile, and treated him after warde, 
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As long as he lived, with honour and re- 
ſpect. Thus had Solon the glory, with 
one ſingle word, to ſave the life of one 
king. and give a wholeſome leſſon of in- 
ſtruction to another. 
Two anſwers in particular, us by 
the Delphic oracle, had induced Croeſus 
to engage in the war, whieh proved fo 
"fatal to him. The one was, that he 
(Crœſus) was to believe himſelf in dan- 
ger, when the Medes ſhould have a mule 
to reign over them: the other, that 
when he ſhould paſs the river Halys to 
make war againſt the Medes, he would 
deſtroy a mighty empire. From the 
| firſt of theſe oracular anſwers, he con- 
cluded, conſidering the impoſſiblity of 
the thing ſpoken of, that he had no- 
thing to fear: and from the ſecond, he 
' conceived hopes of overturning the em- 
pire of the Medes. When he found 
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how things had happened quite contra 
ry tohis expectations, with Cytus's leave, 
be diſpatched meſſengers to Delphos, 
in order to make a preſevt to the god 
in his name of a golden chain, and at 
the ſame time to reproach him for hay- 
ing ſo baſely deceived bim by his ora. 
cles, notwithſtanding all the preſents and 
offerings be had made him. The god 
Was at no great pains to juſtify his an- 
ſwers. Ihe mule which the oracle 
meant was Cyrus, who derived his ex- 
traction from two different nations, be- 
ing a Perſian by his father's fide, and a 
.Mede by his mother's; and as to the 
great empire which Crœſus was to o- 
verthrow, the oracle did not mean that 
of the Medes, but his own, 
IT was by ſuch falſe and deceitful 
oracles, that the parent of lies, the devil, 
who was the author of them, impoſed 


F CYRUS 4 
upon mankind, in thoſe times of igno- 
rance and obſcurity, always giving his 
anſwers to thoſe that conſulted him, in 
ſuch ambiguous and doubtful terms, that, 
let the event be what ic would, they 
contained a relative meaning. 

WHEN the people of Ionia and olia 
were informed of Cytus's having over- 
come the Lydians, they ſent ambaſſa- 
dors to him at Sardis, to deſire he would 
receive them as his ſubjects, upon the 
ſame conditions he had granted the Ly- 
dians. Cyrus, who before his victory 
had ſolicited them in vain to embrace 
his party, and was then in a condition 
to compel them to it by force, anſwer- 
ed them only by a fable of a fiſherman, 
who having played upon his pipe, in or- 
der to make the fiſh come to him, in 
vain found there was no way to catch 
them, but by throwing his net into the 
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Water. Failing in their hopes of ſuc- | 


*ceeding this way, they applied to the 
-Lacedemonians, and demanded their 
aſſiſtance. The. Lacedæmonians there- 
fore ſent deputies to Cyrus, to let him 
know, that they would not allow him to 
undertake any thing againſt the Greeks, 
Cyrus only laughed at ſuch a meſſage, 


and advertiſed them in his turn to take 


care, and put themſelves in a condition 
to defend their own territories. 
IX nations of the iſles had nothing 
to apprehend from Cyrus, becauſe he 
had not yet overcome the Phœniciane, 
nor had the Perſians any ſhipping. 
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1 of the beſi ieging and taking of Baby- 
| bon by TON 


S ſoon as Cyrus had reduced all 

the nations in Afia Minor, from 
the Egean ſea to the river Euphrates, 
he proceeded to Syria and Arabia, which 
he likewiſe ſubjected. After which he 
evtered into Aſſyria, and advanced to- 
wards Babylon, the only city of the Eaſt 
that ſtood out againſt him. 

TRE ſiege of this important place was 
no eaſy enterprize. The walls of it 
were very high, and appeared to be1n- 
acceſſible, without mentioning the pro- 


digious number of people within them 
tor their defence, Beſides, the city was 
| G 
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ſtored with all manner of proviſions for 
twenty years. However, theſe diflicul- 
ties did not diſcourage Cyrus from pur- 
ſuing his deſign, But deſpairing to take 


the place by ſtorm or aſſault, he made 


them believe his deſign was to reduce 
it by famine, To which end he cauſed 
a line of circumvallation to be drawn 


quite round the city, with a large deep 


ditch; and, that his troops might not be 
over-fatigued, he divided his army into 
twelve bodies, and aſſigned each of them 
its month for guarding the trenches, 


'The beſieged, thinking themſelves out 
of all danger, by reaſon of their ram- 


parts and magazines, inſulted Cyrus 
from the top of their walls, and laughed 
at all his attempts, and all the trouble 
he gave himſelf, as ſomuch labour which 
would be of no ſer vice to him. 
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predictions of the principal circumſtances 
concerning the ſiege and the taking of 
Babylon, as they are ſet down in diffe- 
rent places of the holy ſcriptures. 


7 the taking of Babylon is one of the 
greateſt events in ancient hiſtory, 


and as the principal circumſtances with 
which it was attended, were foretold in 
the holy ſcriptures ſeveral] years before 
it happened; I think it not improper, 
before I give an account of what the 
profane writers ſay of it, briefly to put 
together what we find upon the ſame 
head in the fact ed pages, that the read- 
er may be the more capable of compar- 


ing the predictions and the accompliſn 
ment of them together, 
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I. The prediction of the Jewiſh captivity at 
Babylon, and the time of its duration. 


God almighty was pleaſed not only 
to cauſe the captivity which his people 
vere to ſuffer at Babylon, to be fore- 
told a long time before it came to paſs, 
but alſo to fet down the exact number 
of years it was to laſt, The term he 
fixed for it was ſeventy years; after 
which he promiſed he would deliver 
them, by bringing a remarkable and an 
eternal deſtruction upon the city of Ba- 
bylop, the place of their bondage and 
confinement, And theſe nations ſhall 
* ſerve the king of Babylon ſeventy 
© years,” Jer. xxv. 11. 


II. The cauſe of God's wrath againſt Va- 
bylon. 


Trar which kindled the wrath of 


* 4 


67: craves a 


God againſt Babylon, was, 1. Her in- 


ſupportable pride; 2. Her inhuman 


cruelty towards the Jews; and, 3. The 
ſacrilegious impiety of her king. 


1. HER pride. She believed herſelf 


to be invincible. She ſays in her heart, 
Jam the queen of nations, and I ſhall 


remain fo for ever, There is no pow- 


er equal to mine. All other powers are 


either ſubject or tributary to me; or in 


alliance with me. I {ſhall never know 
their barrenneſs or widowhood. Eter- 


nity is written in my deſtiny, according 


to the obſer vation of all thoſe that have 
conſulted the ſtars to know it, 
2. HER cruelty, It is God himſelf 
that complains of it, I was willing, ſays 
he, to puniſh my people in ſuch a man- 
| ner as a father chaſtiſeth his children, 
I ſent them for a time into baniſhmeat 


at Babylon, with a deſign to recal them, 
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as ſoon as they were become more thank. 
ful and more faithful. But Babylon 
and her prince have converted my pa- 
ternal chaſtiſement into ſuch a cruel 
and inhuman treatment as my clemency 
deteſts. Their deſign has been to de- 
ſtroy; mine was to ſave, The baniſh- 
ment they have turned into a ſevere 
bondage and captivity, and have ſhewn 


no compaſſion or regard either to age, 


infirmity, or virtue. 
3. Tux facrilegious impiety of her 
king, To the pride and cruelty of his 
predeceſſors, Balthazar added an impie- 
ty that was peculiar to himſelf. He 
did not only prefer his falſe divinities 
to the true and only God, but imagined 
bimſelf alſo to have vanquiſhed his pow- 
er, becauſe he was poſſeſſed of the veſlels 


which had belonged to his worſhip : 


and, as if he meant it to affront him, he 
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iffected to apply thoſe holy veſſels to 
profane uſes. This was the provoking 


circumſtance that brought down the 
wrath of God upon him. 


III. The aka pronounced againſt Babylon, 
Predictions of the calamities that were 


to fall upon her, and of her utter deſtruc- 
tion. 


Maxx bright the arrows, gather the 
* ſhields;? it is the prophet that ſpeaks 
to the Medes and Perſians, * The Lord 
© hath raiſed up the ſpirit of the kings 
|  * of the Medes: for his device is again(t 
Babylon to deſtroy it; becauſe it is the 

' vengeance of the Lord, the vengeance 
of his temple. 

© How. ye, for the day of the Lord 
is at hand; a day cruel both with 
' wrath and fierce anger, to lay the 
land deſolate, Behold, I will puniſh 
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* the king of Babylon and his land, as 
I hare puniſhed the king of Aſſy ria. 
Sour againſt her round about. Re- 
« compenſe her according to her work; 
according to all that ſhe hath done, do 
* unto her; and ſpare ye not her young 
men, deſtroy ye utterly all her hoſt, 
Every one that is found ſhall be thruſt 
through: and every one that is joined 
* unto them, ſhall fall by the ſword, 
< 'Their children alſo ſhall be daſhed to 
© pieces before their eyes, their houſes 
« ſhall be ſpoiled, and their wives raviſh- 
*ed, Bchold, I will ſtir up the Medes 
© againit them, who ſhall not regard ſil- 
© yer; and as for gold, they ſhall not de- 
light in it. Their bows alſo ſhall daſh 
the young men to pieces, and they ſhall 
have no pity on the fruit of the womb; 
their eye ſhall not ſpare children. O 
daughter of Babylon, who art to be 
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© deſtroyed; happy ſhall he be that re- 
«wardeth thee as thou haſt ſer ved us. 

Happy ſhall he be that taketh thy chil- 

* dren, and daſheth them againſt the 

ſtones. 

AND Babylon the glory of king- 
© dons, and the beauty of the Chaldees 
* excellency, ſhall be as when God over- 
' threw Sodom and Gomorrah. It ſhall 
never be inhabited, neither ſhall it be 
' dwelt in from generation to generati- 


on: neither ſhall the Arabian pitch his 


© tent there, neither ſhall the ſhepherds 
make their fold there. But wild 
© beaſts of the deſert ſhall lie there, and 
' their- houſes ſhall be full of dolefal 
* creatures; and owls ſhall dwell there, 


and fatyrs ſhall dance there, And the 


wild beaſts of the iſlands ſhall cry in 
© their deſolate. houſes, and dragons in 


their pleaſant palaces, I will alſo make 
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it a poſſeſſion for the bittern, and pools 
* of water: and I will ſweep it with the 
© boſom of deſtruction, ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts. The Lord of hoſts hath ſworn, 
* ſaying, Surely as I have thought, ſo 
* ſhall it come to paſs; and as I haye 
purpoſed, ſo ſhall it ſtand,” 


IV. Cyrus called to ie 8 and to 
deliv ver the Jews. 


_ Cyrus, whom the Beine Providence 
was to make uſe of, as an inſt rument for 
the executing of his deſigns of goodneſs 
and mercy towards his people, was men; 
tioned in the ſcripture by his name, a- 
bove two hundred years before he was 
born; and, that the world might not be 
ſurpriſed at the wonderful rapidity of | 
his conqueſts, God was pleaſed to de- 
clare, in very lofty and remarkable 
terms, that he himſelf would be his 
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guide; that in all his expeditions he 


| would lead him by the hand, and would 
| ſubdue all the princes of the earth be- 


fore him. Thus ſaith the Lord to his 


© anointed, to Cyrus, whoſe right hand 
] have holden, to ſubduenations before 
© him: and I will looſe the loins of kings, 


to open before him the two-leaved 


gates, and the gates ſhall not be ſhut, 
„ will go before thee, and make the 
crooked places ſtraight: I will break 
in pieces the gates of braſs, and cut in 
ſunder the bars of iron, And I will give 


* thee the treaſures ofdarkneſs, and hid- 


den riches of ſecret places, that thou 
mayeſt know, that I the Lord, which 
call thee by thy name, am the God of 


Iſrael. For Jacob my ſer vant's ſake, | 
and Iſrael mine elect, I have even cal- - 
led thee by thy name: 1 have ſirnamed 


thee, though thou haſt not knownme,” 
G 6 


31 
1 

I 

" 
| 
[i 
i 
i 
i 
4 
1 : 
1 
0 


188 THE HIS TOA Y 


V. Cod gives the ſignal to the commanders, 


and to the troops, to march againſt Ba- 
buylon. 


LIFT. ye up a banner,” faith the 


Lord, upon the high mountain,“ that 


ic may be ſeen afar off, and that all they 
who are to obey me may know my or- 
ders. *Exalt the voice. unto them? that 


ate able to hear you, Shake the hand,“ 


and make a ſign, to haſten the march of 
thoſe that are too far off to diſtinguiſh 
another ſort of command. Let the of. 
ficers of the troops go into the gates of 
t the nobles,” into the pavilions of their 
kings. Let the people of each nation 


range themſelves around their ſovereign, 


and make haſte to offer him their ſer - 


vice, and to go into his tent, which is 


already ſet up. 


2 


*.* I nave commanded my ſanctified 
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ones, I have given my orders to thoſe 
whom J have ſanctified for the executi- 
on of my deſigus; and theſe kings are 
already marching to obey me, though 
they know me not, It is I that have 
placed them upon the throne, that have 
made ſeveral nations ſubject to them, in 

order to accompliſh my deſigns by their 
' miniſtration, *I have called my migh- 
ty ones for mine anger.“ Lhave cauſ- 
ed the mighty warriors to come up to 
be the miniſters. and executioners of my 
wrath and vengeance. From me they 
derive their courage, their martial abi- 
lities, their patience, their wiſdom, and 
theſucceſsof their enter prizes. If they 
are invincible, it is becauſe they ſerve. 
me: every thing gives way, and trem- 
bles before them, becauſe they are the 
miniſters of my wrath and indignation, 
They joyfully labour for my glory, 
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they rejoice in my highneſs. The 
honour they have of being under my 
command,.and of being ſent to deliver 
a people that I love, inſpires them with 
_ ardour and chearfulneſs: behold, they 
triumph already in a certain aſſurance 
of victory. 

THe prophet, a witneſs in ſpirit of 
the orders that are juſt given, is aſto- 
niſhed at the ſwiftneſs with-which they 
are executed by the princes and the peo- 
ple. TI hear already, he cries out, the 
* noiſe of a multitude in the mountains 
like as of a great people; a tumultu- 
* ous noiſe of the kingdoms of nations 
gathered together: the Lord of hoſts 
© muſtereth the hoſt of the battle. They 
come from a far country, from the end 
of heaven,” where the voice of God, 
their maſter and ſovereign, has reached 
their ears. 


— 
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Bur it is not with the fight of a for- 
midable army, or of the kings of the: 
earth, that IJ am now ſtruck; it is God 

himſelf that I behold; all the reſt are 


but his retinue, and the miniſters of his: 


juſtice. It is even the Lord, and the 
6 weapons of his indignation, to deſtroy 
the whole land.?“ 


A GRIEVOUS viſion is declared un- 


to me: The impious Balthazar, King 
of Babylon, continues to act impiouſly ;.. 
the treacherous dealer dealeth trea- 


cherouſly, and the ſpoiler ſpdileth.“ 
To put an end to theſe exceſſes, go up, 
thou prince of Perſia; go up, O Elam:“ 
and thou prince of the Medes, beſiege 
thou Babylon: Beſiege, O Media: all 
* the ſighing, which ſhe was the cauſe 
of, have I made to ceaſe.” That wick- 
ed city is taken and pillaged; her pow- 
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er is at an end, and my people is deli- 
- wereds “. 


VI. Particular circumflances ſet down, con- 
cerning the ſiege and the taking of Ba- 
 bylon. 


NoTHixs can raiſe in us a profound- 
er reverence for religion, nor give us a 
greater idea of the Deity, than to ob- 
| ſerve with what exactneſs he reveals to 
his prophets the principal circumſtances 
of the belieging and taking of Babylon, 
not only many years; but ſeveral ** 
before it happened. 

1. WE have already ſeen, that the 
army by which Babylon will be taken, 
is to conſiſt of Medes and Perſians, and 
to be commanded by Cyrus. 

2. T ris city ſhall be attacked after a 
very: extraordinary manner, in a way 
that ſhe did not at all expect: There- 
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fore ſhall evil come upon thee; thou 
©ſhalt not know from whence it riſeth.“ 
She ſhall be in an inſtant overwhelmed” 
with calamities, which ſhe did not fore- 
ſee: *Deſolation ſhall come upon thee 
* ſuddenly, which thou ſhalt not know.“ 
In ſhort, ſhe ſhall be taken, as it were, 
in a net or a gin, before ſhe perceiveth 
that any ſnares have been Jaid for her: 
I have laid a ſuare for. thee, and thou 
art alſo taken, O Babylon, and thou 
* waſt not aware, 

3. BABYLON reckoned the Euphrates 
alone was ſufficient to render her im- 
pregnable, and triumphed in her being 
ſo advantageouſly ſituated and defended 
by ſo deep a river: *O thou thatdwell- 
eſt upon many. waters.“ It is God 
himſelf who points out Babylon under 
that deſcription, And yet that very 
riyer Euphrates ſhall be the cauſe of 
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her deſtruction. Cyrus, by a ſtratagem, 
(of which there never had been any ex- 
ample before, nor has there been any 
thing like it ſince) ſhall divert the courſe 
of that river, ſhall lay its channel dry, 
and by that means open himſelf a paſ- 
ſage into the city: *I will dry up her 
* ſea, and make her ſprings dry, A 
« draught is upon her waters, and they 
* ſhall be dried up.“ Cyrus ſhall take 
poſſeſſion of the keys of the river ; and 
the waters, which made Babylon inac- 
eeſſible, ſhall be dried up, as if they had 
been conſumed by fire: The paſſages 
* are ſtopped, and the reeds they have 
* burnt with fire. 

4+ SHE ſhall be taken in the night- 
time, upon a day of feaſting and rejoic- 
ing, even Whilſt her inhabitants are at 
table, and thinking upon nothing but 
eating and drinking: In their heat I 


or e avis AM 
will make their feaſts, and I will make 
* them drunken, that they may rejoice, 
and ſleep a perpetual ſleep, and not 


wake, ſaith the Lord, It is remarka- 


ble, that it is God who does all this, who 


Jays a ſnare for Babylon; *I have laid 
* a ſnare for thee; who drieth up the 


waters of the river; J will dry up her 
* ſea; and who brings that drunkenneſs 
and drowſineſs upon her princes; * I will 
* make drunk her princes.” | 
5. Taz King ſhall be ſeized in an in- 
ſtant with an incredible terror and per- 


turbation of mind: My loins are filled 


with pains; pangs have taken hold up- 


on me, as the pangs of a woman that 


© trayaileth: I was bowed down at the 


© hearing of it; I was diſmayed at the 


* ſeeing of it. My heart panted, fear- 
* fulneſs affrighted me: the night of my 
* Pleaſure hath he turned into fear un- 
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to me. In this ſtate was Balthazar, 
when, in the middle of the entertain- 
ment, he ſaw a hand come out of the 
wall, which wrote ſuch characters up- 
on it, as none of his diviners-could ei- 
ther explain or read; but more eſpeci- 
ally, when Daniel declared to him, that 
thoſe characters imported the ſentence 
of his death, Then, ſays the ſerip- 
ture, the king's countenance was chang- 
ed, and his thoughts troubled him, fo 
that the joints of his loins were looſed, 
and his knees ſmote one againſt ano- 
ther. The terror, ſarprize, fainting 
and trembling- of- Balthazar, are here 
deſcribed and expreſſed in theſame man · 
ner by the prophet who was an eye-wit- 
neſs of them, as they were by the pro- 
phet who foretold them two hundred 
years before. 


Bur Ifaiah muſt have had a ſurpriſing 
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meaſure of divine illumination, to be a- 
ble to add, immediately after the de- 
ſcription of Balthazar's conſternation, 
the following words: · Pr epare the table, 
* watch in the watch-tower, eat, drink. 
The prophet foreſees, that Balthazar, 


though greatly difmayed and confound- 


ed at firſt, ſhall recover his ſpirit and 
courage again, through «the exhortati- 
ons of his courtiers, but more eſpecially 
through the perſuaſion of the, Queen 
his mother, who repreſented to-him the 
unreaſonableneſs of being affected with 
ſuch unmanly fears and unneceſſary a- 
larms: Let not thy thoughts trouble 
thee, nor let thy countenance be chang- 
ed. They exhorted him therefore 
to make himſelf eaſy, to ſatisfy himſelf 
with giving proper orders, and with the 
aſſurance ot being advertiſed of every 
thing by the vigilance of the centinels; 
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to order the reſt of the ſupper to be 
ſerved, as if nothing had happened; and 
to recal that gaiety and joy which his 
exceſſive fears had baniſhed from the 
table: Prepare the table, watch in | the 
watch-tower, eat, drink.” 

6. Bor at the ſame time that men are 
giving their orders, God, on his part, 
is giving his: Ariſe, ye princes, and 
© anoint the ſhield,” It is God himſelf | 
that commands the princes to. advance, 
to take their arms, and to enter boldly 
into a city drowned in vine, and buried 
in ſleep. ! 

7. ISATAH acquaints us with two ma- 
terial and important circumſtances con- 
cerning the taking of Babylon. The 
firſt is, that the troops with which it is 
filled, ſhall not keep their ground, nor 
ſtand firm any where, neither at the pa- 
lace, nor the citadel, nor any other pub- 
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lic place whatſoever; that they {hall de- 


ſert and leave one another, without think» 


ing of any thing but eſcaping; that, in 


running away, they ſhall diſperſe them» 


ſelves, and take different roads, juſt as a 
flock of deers, or of ſheep, is diſperſed 
and ſcattered when they are affcighted: 
And it ſhall be as the chaſed roe, and 
*as a ſheep that no man taketh up.” 


The ſecond circumſtance is, that the 


greateſt part of thoſe troops, though 


they were in the Babylonian ſervice and 


pay, were not Babylonians; and that 
they ſhall run into the province from 
whence they came, without being pur- 
ſued by the conquerors; becauſe the 


divine wrath was chiefly to fall upon the 
citizens of Babylon: * They ſhall every 


© man turn to his own people, and flee 
© every one into his own land. | 
8. LASTLY, not to mention the ter- 
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rible ſlaughter which is to be made of 
the inhabitants of Babylon, where n9 
mercy will be ſhewn either to old men, 
omen, or children, or even to the child 
that is ſtill within its mother's womb, 
as has been already taken notice of; the 
laſt circumſtance, 1 ſay, the prophet 
foretels, is the death of the King him- 
ſelf, whoſe body is to have no buriel, 
and the entire extinction of the royal 
family; both which calamities are de- 
ſcribed in ſcripture, after a manner e- 
gually dreadful and inſtuctive to every 
prince. But thou art caſt out of th 
grave, like an abominable branch. 
Thou ſhalt not be joined with them 
* (thy anceſtors) in burial, becauſe thou 
* haſt deſtroyed thy land, and ſlain thy 
people. That king is juſtly forgot, 
who has never remembered, that he 
ought to be the protector and father of 


% rn 169 
his people. He that has lived only to 
deſtroy his country, is unworthy of the 
common privilege of burial. As he has 
been an enemy to mankind, living or 
dead, he ought to have no place amongſt 
them. He was like unto the wild beaſts 
of the field, and like them he ſhall be 
buried; and ſince he had no ſentiments 


of humanity himſelf, he deſer ves to 


meet with no humanity from others, 
This is the ſentence which God him- 
ſelf pronounceth againſt Balthazar. And 
the curſe extends itſelf to his children, 
who were looked upon as his aſſociates 
in the throne, and as the ſource of a long 
poſterity and ſucceſſion of kings; and 
| mere entertained with nothing, by the 


flattering courtiers, but thepleaſing pro- 


ſpects and ideas of their future gran- 
deur: Prepare {laughter for his chil- 


* dren, for the iniquity of their fathers; 
a; 
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* that they do not riſe, nor poſſeſs the 
land. For I will riſe up againſt them, 
* faith the Lord of hoſts, and cut off 
from Babylon the name, and remnant, 
and ſon, and nephew, faith the Lord. 


GO 
e H AT. n. 
A deſcription of the taking of Babylon. 


AFTER having feen the predicti- 
ons of every thing that was to 
happen to wicked Babylon, it is now 
time to come to the completion and ac- 
compliſhment of thoſe prophecies; and, 
in order thereto, we muſt reſume the 
thread of our hiſtory, with regard to 
the taking of that city. 

No ſooner was the ditch which they 
had long worked upon finiſhed, than 
Cyrus began to think ſeriouſly upon the 
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execution of his vaſt deſign, which as 


yet he had communicated to no body, ; 
Providence ſoon farniſhed him with as 


fit an opportunity for his purpoſe as he 


could deſire. He was informed, that 
in the city, on ſuch a day, a great feſti- 
yal was to be celebrated; and the Ba- 


bylonians, on occafion of that ſolemni- 
ty, were accuſtomed to paſs the whole 
night in drinking and debauchery, 
BaLTHAZAR himſelf was more con- 


cerned in this public rejoicing than any 


other, and gave a magnificent entertain- 
ment to the principal ofticersof the king- 
dom and the ladies of the court. In 
the heat of his wine, he ordered the 


gold and ſilver veſſels which had been 
taken from the temple of Jeruſalem to 
be brought out; and, as an inſult upon 


the God of Iſrael, he, his whole court, 
and all his concubines, drank out of 
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thoſe ſacred veſſels. God, who was 
provoked at ſuch inſolence and impiety, 
in the very action made him ſenſible, 
who it was that he affronted, by a ſud- 
den apparition of an hand writing cer- 
tain characters upon the wall. The 
King, greatly aſtoniſhed and frighted at 
this viſion, immediately ſent for all his 
wiſe men, his diviners and aſtrologers, 
that they might read the writing to him, 
and explain the meaning of it. But 
they all came in vain; not one of them 
being able to explain the matter, or e- 
ven to read the characters. It is pro- 
bably in relation to this occurrence, that 
Ifaiah, after having foretold to Baby- 
lon, that ſhe ſhall be overwhelmed with 
calamities which ſhe did not expect, adds, 
Stand now with thine inchantments, 
* and with the multitude of thy ſorce- 
© ries. Let now the aſtrologers, the ſtar- 
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* pazers, the monthly prognoſticators 
ſt and up, and ſave thee from theſe things 
« that ſhall come upon thee,” IC. xIvii. 
12, 13. The Queen-mother (Nito- 
cris, a princeſs of great merit) coming 
upon the noiſe of this prodigy into the 
banqueting-room, endeavoured to com- 
poſe the ſpirit of the King, her ſon; ad- 
viſing him to ſend for Daniel, with 
whoſe abilities in ſuch matters ſhe was 
acquainted, and whom ſhe had always 
employed in the government of the 
ſtate. 
DANIEL was therefore immediately 
ſent for, and ſpoke to the King with a 
freedom and liberty becoming a prophet. 
He re- minded him of the dreadful man- 
ner in which God had puniſhed the 
pride of his grandfather Nebuchadnez- 
zar, and the crying abuſe he made of 
his power, when he acknowledged no 
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law but his own will, and thought him. 
ſelf maſter to exalt and abaſe, to iuflict 
deſtruction and death whereſoever he 
would, only becauſe ſuch was his will 
and pleaſure. And thou his ſon? (ſays 
he to the King) *haſt not humbled thine 
© heart, though thou kneweſt all this, 
© but haſt lifted up thyſelf againſt the 
Lord of heaven; and they have brought 
* the veſſels of his houſe before thee, 
* and thou and thy lords, thy wives and 
* thy concubines, have drunk wine in 
them; and thou haſt praiſed the gods 
© of ſilver and gold, of braſs, iron, wood 
© and ſtone, which ſee not, nor hear, 
* nor know; and the God in whoſe 
* hand thy breath is, and whoſe are all 
* thy ways, haſt thou not ' glorified, 
* Then was the part of the hand ſent 
© from him, and this writing was write 
ten. And this is the writing that was 
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« written, Mexs, TEK EL, UrHARSLN. 
« This is the interpretation of the thing: 
« Mixx, God hath numbered thy king- 
dom, and finiſhed it; TEK EL, thou art 
* weighed in the balances, and art found 
„wanting; UrhAxs IN, thy kingdom 
js divided, and given to the Medes and 
«© Perſians, This interpretation, one 
would imagine, ſhould have enhanced 
the King's trouble; but ſome way or 0+ 
ther they found means to diſpel his 
fears, and make him eaſy; probably up- 
on a perſuaſion, that the calamity Was 
not denounced as preſent or immediate; 
and that time might farniſh them with 
expedients to avert it. This however 
is certain, that, for fear of diſturbing 
the general joy of the preſent feſtival, 
they put off the diſcuſſion of ſerions- 
matters to another time, ſat down again 
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to their mirth and liquor, and continued 
their revellings till it was very late. 
Cyxvs, in the mean time, well inform- 
ed of the confuſion that was generally 
occaſioned by this feſtival, both in the 
palace and the city, had poſted a part 
of his troops on that fide where the ri- 
ver entered into the city, and another 
part on that ſide where it went out; 
and had commanded them to enter the 
city that very night, by marching along 
the channel of the river, as ſoon as e- 
ver they found it fordable. Having 
given all neceſſary orders, and exhort- 
ed his officers to follow him, by repre- 
ſenting to them, that he marched under 
the conduct of the gods; in the evening 
be made them open the great recepta- 
cles, or ditches, on both ſides the town, 
above and below, that the water of the 
river might run into them, By this 
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means the Euphrates was preſently emp- 
tied, and its channel became dry, Then 
the two forementioned bodies of troops, 
according to their orders, went into 
the channel, the one commanded by 
| Gobryas, and the other by Gadates, 
and advanced towards each other with- 
out meeting with any obſtacle, The 
iaviſible guide, who had promiſed to o- 
pen all the gates to Cyrus, made the ge- 
neral negligence. and diſorder of that 
riotous night ſerve to the leaving o- 
pen the gates of braſs, which were made 
to ſhut up the deſcents from the keys 
to the river,. and which alone, if they 
had not been left open, were ſufficient 
to. have fruſtrated the whole enterprize. 
Thus did theſe two bodies of troops 
penetrate into the very heart of the ci- 
ty without any oppoſition; and meet- 
ing together at the royal palace, accord- 

| Hs 
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ing to their agreement, ſurpriſed the 
guards, and cut them to pieces. Some 


of the company that were within the pa- 


lace opening the doors to know what 
noiſe it was they heard without, the 
ſoldiers ruſhed in, and quickly made 
themſelves maſters of it. And meeting 
the King, who came up to them ſword 
in hand, at the head of thoſe that were 
in the way to aſſiſt him, they killed him, 
and put all thoſe that attended him to 
the ſword, The firſt thing the con- 
guerors did afterwards, was to thank the 
gods for having at laſt puniſhed that 
wicked King, Theſe words are Xeno- 
phon's, and are very. remarkable, as. 
they ſo perfectly agree with what the 
ſcriptures have recorded of the impious 
Balthazar, - 

THe taking of Babylon put an end 
to the Babylonian empire, after a dura» 
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tion of two hundred and ten years from 
the commencement of Nabuchodono- 
ſor's reign, who was the founder there- 
of. Thus was the power of thathaugh- 
ty city aboliſhed, juſt fifty years after 
{he had deſtroyed the city of Jeruſalem 
and her temple. And herein were ful- 
filled thoſe predictions, which the pro- 
phets Iſaiah, Jeremiah and Daniel, had 
denounced againſt her, and of which we 
have already given a particular account. 
There is ſtill one more, the moſt im- 
portant, and the. moſt incredible of 
them, and yet the ſcripture has ſet it 
down in the ſtrongeſt terms, and mark- 
ed it out with the greateſt exactneſs: a 
prediction literally fulfilled in all its 
points; the proof of which {till really 
ſabſiſts, is the moſt eaſy to be verified, 
and indeed of a nature not to be con- 
teſted. What I mean, is the prediction 
| H.6 
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of ſo total and abſolute a deſtruction of 
Babylon, that not the leaſt remains or 
footſteps ſhould be left of it. 1 think 
it may not be improper to give an ac- 
count of the perfect accompliſhment of 
this famous prophecy, before we pro- 
ceed to ſpeak of what N the tak- 
ing of * | 
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CHAP. III. 


The completion of the prophecy which fore- 
told the total deſtruction of Babylon. 


HIS prediction we find record- 

ed in ſeveral of the prophets, but 
particularly in Iſaiah, in the xiiith chap- 
ter, from the 19th to the 22d verſes, 
and in the 23d and 24th verſes of the 
xivth chapter. It is there declared, 
that Babylon ſhould be totally deſtroy- 
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ed, as the criminal cities of Sodom and 
Gomorrah formerly were; that ſhe 
Mall be no more inhabited; that ſhe 
ſhall never be rebuilt; that the Arabs 


ſhall not ſo much as ſet up their tents 
there; that neither herdſman, nor ſhep- 
herd, ſhall come thither even to reſt his 


herd or his flock; that it ſhall become a 
dwelling-place for the wild beaſts, and 
a retreat for the birds of the night; that 
the place where it ſtood ſhall be cover- 
ed over with a marſh, or a fen, ſo that 
no mark or veſtige ſhall be left to ſhew 
where Babylon had been. It is God 


himſelf who proncunced this ſentence, 


and it is for the ſervice of religion, to 
| ſhew how exactly every article of 1 it has 
been ſucceſſively fulfilled, _ 

1], In the firſt place, Babylon ceaſed 
to be a royal city, the kings of Perſia 
chuſing to reſide elſewhere, They 
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delighted more in Shuſan, Ecbatana, 
Perſepolis, or any other place; and did 
themſelves deſtroy a 8000 Pant of ** 
bylon. 
II. PLI xx and a inform us, that 

the Macedoniatis, who ſucceeded the 

Perſians, did not only neglect it, and - 

forbear to make any imbelliſhmente, or 
even reparations in it; but that, more - 
ever, they built Seleucia in the neigh- 
bourhood, on purpoſe to draw away its 
inhabitants, and cauſe it to be deſerted. 
Nothing can better explain what the 
prophet had foretold, It ſhall not be 
© inhabited,” Its own maſters endea- 

voured to depopulate it. 
III. Taz new kings of Perſia, who 
afterwards became maſters of Babylon, 
compleated the deſtruction of it, by 
building Cteſiphon, which carried away 
all the remainder of the inhabitants: ſo 
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that from the time the malediction was 
pronounced againſt that city, it ſeems 


as if thoſe very perſons that ought to 


have protected her were become her e- 
nemies; as if they all had thought it 


their duty to reduce her to a ſtate of 


ſolitude, though by indirect means, and 
without uſing any violence; that it might 
the more manifeſtly appear to be the 
hand of God, rather than the hand of 
man, which brought about her ruin. 
IV. SHE was ſo totally forſaken, that 
nothing of her was left remaining but 
the walls. And to this condition was 
ſhe reduced at the time when Pauſanias 
wrote his remarks upon Greece. la 
autem Babylon, omnium quas  unquam fol 
aſpexit urbium maxima, jam prœter muros 
nihil habet religui. Pauſ. in Arcad. p. 509. 
V. Tux kings of Perſia, finding the 
place deſerted, made a park of it, in 
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which they kept wild beaſts for hunt- 
ing. Thus did it become, as the pro- 
phet had foretold, a dwelling-place for 
ravenous beaſts, thatare enemies to man, 
or for timorous animals, that flee before 
bim, Inſtead of citizens, ſhe was now 
inhabited by wild boars, leopards, bears, 
deers and wild aſſes. Babylon was now 
the retreat of fierce, ſavage, deadly crea- 
tures, that hate the light, and delight in 
darkneſs, Wild beaſts of the deſart 
* ſhall lie there, and dragons ſhall dwell 
in their pleaſant palaces,” 

_ ST. Jerom has tranſmitted us the fol- 
lowing. excellent remark, which be ha! 
from a Perſian monk, that had himſelf 
ſeen what he related to him. Didici- 
mus a quodam fratre Elamita, qui. de illis 
| Finabus egrediens, nunc Hieroſolymis vitam 
exigit monachorum, venationes regias eſſe 


in Babylone, et omnis generis beſtias muro- 
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rum ej us ambitu tantum contineri. In 185 
If, xiii, 22. 

VI. Bur it was ſtill too mich that 
the walls of Babylon were ſtanding. At 
length they fell 'down in many places, 
and were never repaired, Various ac- 
cidents deſtroyed the remainder, The 
animals which ſerved for pleaſure to the 
Perſian kings, forſook' the place: ſer- 
pents and ſcorpions remained; ſo that 
it became a frightful place for perſons 
that ſhould have the curioſity to viſit, 
or ſearch after its antiquities. The 
Euphrates, that uſed to run through 
the city, having no longer a free chan- 
nel, took its courſe another way; ſo 
that in Theodorer's time there was but 
a very ſmall ſtream of water left, which 
run acroſs the ruins, and not meeting 
with a deſcent, or free paſſage, neceſſa- 
rily de generated into a marſh, 
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Fx the time of Alexander the Great, 
the river had left its ordinary channel, 
by reaſon of the outlets and canals which 
Cyrus had made, and of which we have 
already given an account: theſe outlets, 
being ill ſtopped up, had occaſioned a 
great inundation in the country. A- 
lexander, deſigning to fix the ſeat of his 
empire at Babylon, projected the bring- 
ing back of the Euphrates into its natu- 
ral and former channel, and had actual - 
ly ſet bis men to work. But the Al- 
mighty, who watched over the fulfilling 
of his prophecy, and who had declared, 
be would deſtroy even to the very re- 
mains and footſteps of Babylon, (I will 
cut off from Babylon the name and 
remnant), defeated this enter prize by 
the death of Alexander, which happen- 
ed not long after. It is eaſy to com- 
prehend how, after this, Babylon being 
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nepleted to ſuch a degree as we have 


ſeen, its river was converted into an in- 


acceſſible pool, which covered the very 
place where that wicked city had ſtood, 
as Iſaiah had foretold: I will make it 
* pools of water.“ And this was neceſ- 
fary, leſt the place where Babylon had 
ſtood ſhould be diſcovored hereafter by 
the courſe of the Euphrates. 

VII. Br means of all theſe changes, 
Babylon became an utter deſert, and all 
the country round about fell into the 
ſame ſtate of deſolation and horror: ſo 
that the moſt able geographers at this 
day cannot determine the place where it 
ſtood, In this manner God's prediction 


was literally fulfilled; * J will make it a 


* poſſeſſion for the bittern, and pools of 


water; and I will ſweep it with the be- 


© ſom of deſtruQion, faith the Lord of 
hoſts,” I myſelf, ſaith the Lord, will 
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examine with a jealous eye, to ſee if there 


be any remains of that city, which was 
an enemy to my name, and to Jeruſalem, 
Iwill thoroughly ſweep the place where 


it ſtood, and will clear it ſo effectually, 
by defacing every footitep of the city, 
that no perſon ſhall be able to preſerve 
the memory of the placechoſen by Nim- 
rod, and which I, who am the Lord, 
have aboliſhed, * I will ſweep it with 
the beſom of deſtruction, ſaith the 
Lord of hoſts. 


VIII. God was not carisfied with « cau- 
ſing all theſe alterations to be foretold, 


but, to give the greater aſſurance of 


their certainty, thought proper to ſeal 
the prediction of them by an oath, 
The Lord of hoſts hath ſworn, ſaying, 


Surely as I have thought, ſo ſhall it 


come to paſs; and as J have purpoſed, 
ſo ſhall it ſtand. But if we would. 
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take this dreadful oath i in its full extent, 
we mult not confine it either to Babylon, 
or to its inhabitants, or to the princes 
that reigned therein. The malediction 
relates to the whole world; it is the ge- 
neral curſe pronounced againſt the wic- 
ked; it is the terrible decree, by which 
the t xo cities of Babylon and Jeruſalem 
ſhall be ſeparated for ever, and an eter- 
nal divorce be put between the good 
and the wicked. The ſcriptures, that 
have foretold it, ſha!l ſubſiſt till the day 
of its execution. The ſentence is writ- 
ten therein, and depoſited, as it were, 
ia the publick archives of religion. 
The Lord of hoſts hath ſworn, ſay- 
ing, Surely as I have thought, ſo ſball 
it come to paſs ; and as I have purpoled, 

ſo ſhall it ſtand.“ | 

Wr I have ſaid of this prophecy 
with regard to Babylon, is almoſt entire» 
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ly taken out of an excellent treatiſe upon 
Iſaiah, which is ſtill in manuſcript, 


CH NES CF NE NEFA NR CHD 
F 
M hai followed upon the taking of Babylon. 


AMR Us entered the city after the 
manner we have deſcribed, put all 
to the ſword that were found in the ſtreets; 
then commanded the citizens to bring 
him all their arms, and afterwards to 
ſhut themſelves up in their houſes. The 
next morning, by break of day, the gar- 
riſon which kept the citadel, being ap- 
priſed that the city was taken, and their 
King flain, ſurrendered themſelves to 
Cyrus. Thus did this prince, almoſt 
without ſtriking a blow, and without 
any reſiſtance, find himſelf the ſole maſ- 
ter of the ſtrongeſt place in the world. 
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THz firſt thing he did, was to re- 


turn thanks to the gods for the ſucceſs 
they had given him. And then having 
aſſembled his principal officers, he pub- 
licly applauded their courage and pru- 


dence, their zeal and attachment to his 


perſon, and diſtributed rewards to his 


whole army. After which he repreſen- 


ted to them, that the ſole means of pre- 
ſerving what they had acquired, was to 
perſevere in their ancient virtue; that 
the proper end of victory was not to 
give themſelves up to idleneſs and plea- 
ſure; that, after having ſubdued their 


enemies by force of arms, it would be 
ſhametu} to ſuffer themſelves to be over- 


thrown by the allurements of pleaſure; 


that, in order to maintain their ancient 


glory, it behoved them to keep up a- 
mongſt the Perſians at Babylon the ſame 
diſcipline they had obſer ved in their 
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own country; and, as a means thereto, 
take a particular care to give their chil. | 
dren education. This (ſays he) will ne- 
ceſſarily engage us daily to make further 
advancement in virtue, as it will oblige 
us to be diligent and careful in ſetting 
them good examples: nor will it be ea- 
ſly for them to be corrupted], when they 
ſhall neither hear nor ſee any thing a- 
mongſt us, but what excites them to vir- 
tue, and ſhall be conſtantly employed in 
honourable and laudable exerciſes. 
Cyrus committed the various parts 
and offices of his goyerment to different 
perſons, according to their various ta- 
lents and qualifications; but the care of 
forming and appointing general oflicers, 
governors of provinces, miniſters and 
ambaſſadors, he reſerved to himſelf, look- 
ing upon that as the proper duty and em- 
ployment of a king, upon which depend · 
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ed his glory, the ſucceſs of his affairs, 
and the happineſs and peace of his king- 
dom. His great talent was, to ſtudy the 
particular character of men, in order 
to place every one in his proper ſphere, to 
give them authority in proportion to their 
merit, to make their private advancement 
concur with the public good, and to make 
the whole machine of the ſtate move 
in ſo regular a manner, that every part 
ſhould have a dependence upon, and 

mutually contribute to ſupport each o- 
ther; and that the ſtrength of one ſhould 
not exert itſelf but for the benefit and 
advantage of the reſt. Each perſon 
had his diſtri, and bis particular ſphere 
of buſineſs, of which he gave an account 
to another above him, and he again to a | 
-third, and ſo on, till, by theſe different 
degrees, and regular | ſubordination, 


the cogniſance of affairs came to the 
- | 
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EKing himſelf; whodid not ſtand idle in the 
midſt of all this motion, but was, as it were, 
the foul tothe body of the ſtate; which, by 
this means, he governed with as much eaſe 
as a father governs his private family, 
WHEN he afterwards ſeat governors, 
called Satrapz, into the provinces under 
his ſubjection, he would not allow the 
particular governors of places, or the 
commanding officers of the troops, kept 
on foot for the ſecurity of the country, 
to depend upon thoſe provincial gover- 


nors, or to be ſubject to any one but 


| himſelf; that ifany one of the Satra pz, e- 
late with his power or riches, made a bad 
uſe of hĩs authority, there might be found 


Uaitneſſes and cenſors of his male - admini- 


ſtration within his own goverment. For 
there was nothing he ſo carefully avoid- 
ed, as the truſting of any one man with 


an abſolute power; as knowing that a 
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prince will quickly have reaſon to re- 
pent his having exalted one perſon fo 
high, that all others are thereby abaſed 
and kept under. 
Tus Cyrus eſtabliſhed a an 
order with reſpect to his military affairs, 
his treaſury, and civil government. In all 
the provinces he had perſons of appro- 
ved integrity, who gave him an account 
of every thing that paſſed, He made it 
his principal care to honour and reward 
all ſuch as diſtinguiſned themſelves by 
their merit, or were eminent in any re- 
ſpect whatever. Heinfinitely preferred 

8 clemeneꝝ to martial courage, becauſe 
the ſatter is often the cauſe of ruin and 
deſolation to whole nations, whereas the 
former is always beneficent and uſeful. 
He was ſenſible, that good laws contri- 
bute a great deal to the forming and 
preſerving of good manners; but, i in 

| I 2 
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bis opinion, the prince, by his example, 
was to be a living law to his people: nor 

did he think a man worthy to reign 

over others, unleſs he was more wiſe 

and virtuous than thoſe he governed, 
He was alſo perſuaded, that the ſureſt 

means for a prince to gain the reſpect 

of his courtiers and of ſuch as approach. 
ed his perſon, was, to have ſo much re- 
gard for them, as never to do or to ſay 
any thing before them, contrary to the 
rules of decency and good manners. 

- LiBERALITY. he looked upon as a 
virtue truly royal; nor did he think 
there was any thing great ot valuable in 
riches, but the pleaſure of diſtributing 
them to others. * have immenſe rich- 

* es, ſays he to his courtiers, I own, and 
J am glad the world knows it; but you 
* may aſſure yourſelvesthey are as much 
yours as mine. For to what pur pole 
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* ſhould I heap up wealth? for my own. 
* uſe, and to conſume it myſelf? That 
would be impoſlible, if I deſired it, 
| © No: the principal end I aim at is to 
have it in my. power to reward-thoſe _ 
who ſerve the public faithfully, and. 
to aſſiſt and relieve thoſe that will ac- 
© quaint me with their. wants na neceſ- 
ſities.. : 
CRoksus one day l to him, 
that, by continual giving, be would at 
laſt impoveriſh - himſelf; whereas he 
might have amaſſed infinite treaſures, 
and haye been the. richeſt prince ia the 
univerſe, * And to what ſum,” replied 
Eyrus, do you think thoſe treaſures 
might have amounted?!? Crœſus na- 
med a certain ſum, which was immenſe · 
ly great. Cyrus thereupon command- 
ed a little note to be writ to the lords 
of his court; in whieh it was ſignified to 
13 
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them, that he had occaſion for money. 
Immediately a much larger ſum was 
brought to him than Crœſus had men- 
tioned. Lock here,” ſays Cyrus to 
him, here are my treaſures; the cheſts 
© ] keep my riches in, are the hearts and 
affections of my ſubjects . 

Bur as much as he eſteemed liberal 
ty, he (till laid a greater ſtreſs upon kind- 
neſs and condeſcenſion, affability and hu- 
manity; which are qualities ſtill more 
engaging, and more apt to acquire the 
affections of a people, which is proper- 
y to reign. For a prince to be more 
generous than others in giving, when 


he is infinitely more rich than they, has 


nothing in it ſo ſurpriſing or extraordi- 
nary, as to deſcend in a manner from 
the throne, and to put himſelf upon 2 
level with his ſubjects. | 

Bur what Cyrus preferred to all o- 
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ther things, was the worſhip of the gods, 
and a reſpect for religion. Upon this 
therefore he thought himſelf obliged to 
beſtow his firſt and chief care, as ſoon 
as he became more at leiſure, and more 
maſter of his time by the conqueſt of | 
Babylon. He began by eſtabliſhing a 

number of Magi, to ſiog daily a morn- 
ing · ſervice of praiſe to the honour of 
the gods, and to offer ſacriſices; which 

was conſtantly praQiſed co them in 
- fucceeding ages. 

Tx prince's- difpoluion ths de 
came, as is uſual, the prevailing diſpoſt- 
tion among his people, and his example 
became the rule of their conduct. The 
Perfians, who ſaw that Cyrus's reigu had 
been but one continued chain-and ſeries 
. of proſperity and ſucceſs, imagined, that, 
by ſerving the gods as he did, they ſhould 
- be bleffed- with the like happineſs and 

1 4 
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proſperity + 5 beldes, they were ſeulble 
it was the ſureſt way to pleaſe their 
prince, and to make their court to him 
fucceſsfully. Cyrus, on the-contrary, 
was extremely glad to find them have 
fuch' ſentiments of religion; being con- 
viaced, that whoſoever ſincerely fears 
and wor ſhips God, will at the ſame time 
be faithful to his king, and preſerve an 
inviolable attachment to his per ſon, and 
t the welfare of the ſtare,” All this is 
excellent, but is only true * real! in 
the true religion,” fff. i partir 

B Cxkus, being reſolved to TEM his 
chief reſidence. at Babylon, a powerful 
city, which could not be very well al 
fected to him, thought it neceſſary to 
be more cautious than he had been hi- 
therto in regard to the ſafety of his per- 
on: The moſt dangerous hours for 
princes within their palaces, and the 
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moſt likely for treaſonable attempts up- 


on their lives, are thoſe of bathing, eat- 


ing and ſleeping. He determined there- 


fore to ſuffer nd body to be near him at 


thoſe times, but ſuch perſons on whoſe 


fidelity he could abſolutely rely: and on 
this account he thought eunuchs pre- 


ferable to all others; becauſe, as they 
had neither wives, children, nor fami- 
lies, and, beſides, were generally deſpiſe 


ed on account of the meanneſs of their 


birth, and the ignominy of their condi- 


Gen ae were engaged by all ſorts of 
reaſons to an entire attachment to their 


maſter, on whoſe life their whole for- 
tune depended, and on whoſe account a- 


lone it was that they were of any conſi- 


deration. Cyrus therefore filled all the 


offices of his houſhold with eunuchs; 


and as this had been the practice before 


his- time, from thenceforth it became 
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the e. cuſtom _ all the eaſtern: 
countries. 


II is well known, Mb in en times 
this cuſtom prevailed likewiſe amongſt 
the Roman emperors, with whom the 
eunuchs were the reigning all- powerful 
favourites; nor is it any wonder. It 
was very natural for the prince, after 
having confided his perſon to their care, 
and experienced their zeal, fidelity, and 
merit, to intruſt them likewiſe: with the 
management of affairs, and by degrees 
to give himſelf up to them. Theſe ex- 
pert courtiers knew how to improve 

- thoſe favourable moments, when ſove- 
reigns, delivered from the weight of 
their dignity, which is a burden to them, 
become men, and familiarize themſelves 
with their officers. And by this poli- 
ey, having got poſſeſſion of their maſters? 
minds and confidence, they came to be 
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in credit at court, to have the ad miniſtra- 
tion of public affairs, and the diſpoſal 


of employments and honours, and to 


arrive themſelves at the higbeſt offices 
and dignitics 1a the ſtate. oa 


Bur the good emperors, ſach as A 


1 had the eunuchs in ab- 
horrence., looking upon them gs,crea- 
rures ſold and attached only to their 
fortune, and enemies by principle to the 
public good; per ſons, whoſe ſole view 
was to get poſſeſſion of the prince's 
mind, to keep all perſons c of merit from 
him, to conceal affairs as much as poſſi- 
ble from his knowledge, and to keep 
him ſhut up and impriſoned, in a man- 
ner, within the narrow circle of three 


or four officers, who had an entire aſ- 
cendant and dominion over him: Clam- | 
dentes principem ſuum, et agentes ante am- 


nia ne quid Iciat. | 
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WIEN Cyrus had given orders about 
every thing concerning the government, 
Be refolved to ſhew himſelf publicly to 
his people, and to his new · conquered 
ſubjects, in a ſolemn auguſt ceremony | 
of religion, by marching in a pompous 
cavalcade to the places conſecrated to 
the” gods, iu order to offer ſacrifices t to 
them. In this proceſſion Cyrus thought 
Proper to diſplay all poſſible ſplendor 
and magnificence, to catch and dazzle 
he eyes of the people. This was the 
Hr f time that prince ever aimed at pro- 
curing reſpect to himſelf, not only by 
attractions of virtue, (lays the hiſtorian) 
but by ſuch an external pomp; as was 
Proper to attract the multitude, and 
worked like a charm or inchantment up- 
on their imaginations, He ordered 
the ſuperior officers of the Perſians and 
alles to attend him: and gave each of 
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them a ſuit of cloaths after the Median 
Faſhion; that is to fay, long garments, 
Which hung down to the feet. The 
cloaths were of different colours; all of 
the fineſt and brighteſt dye, and richly 
embroidered with gold and ſilrxer. Be- 
ſides thoſe that were for themſelves; he 
gave them others, very ſplendid alſo, 
but not ſo coſtly, to preſent to the ſub- 
altern officers. It was on this occaſion 
the Perſians firſt drefſed themſelves af- 
ter the manner of the Medes, and be- 
gan to imitate them in colouring! their 


eyes, to make them appear more lively, | 


and in painting their faces, in order to 
ue their complexions. 

WHEN the day appointed for the ce- 
. remony was come, the whole company 
' aſſembled at the King's palace by day- 
break. Four thouſand of the guards, 
drawn up four deep, placed themſelves 
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in front of the palace and two thouſand 

on the two ſides of it, ranged in the 
ſame order. The whole cavalry were 
alſo drawn out, the Petſians on the right, 
and that of the allies on the left. The 
cha riots of war were ranged half on one 
ſule zud half on the other. As ſoon as 
the palace gates were opened, a great 
number of bulls of exquiſite beauty were 
let out hy four and four: theſe were 
to be ſacriſiced to Jupiter and other 
. gods, according to the ceremotites pre- 
ſeribed by the Magi. Next followed 
the horſes that were to be ſacrificed to 
the ſun. Immediately: after them a 
white chariot;crowned with flowers, the 
pole of which was gilt: this was to be 
offered to Jupiter. Then came a ſecond 
chariot of the ſame colour, and adorn- 
ed in the ſame manner, to be offered to 
the ſun. After theſe followed a third, 
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the hor ſes of which were capariſoned 
with ſcarlet houſings. Behind eame the 
men who carried the ſaered fire in a large 
hearth. When all theſe were on their 
march, Cyrus himſelf began to appear 
upon his car, with his upright tiara up- 
on his head, incireled with the royal dia- 
dem. His under tunic was of pur ple 
mixed with white; which was a colour 
peculiar to kings. Over his other gar- 
ments he wore a large purple cloak. 
His hands were uncovered... A. little 
below him ſat his maſter of the horſe, 
who was of a comely ſtature, but not 
ſo tall as Cyrus; for which reaſon the 
ſtature of the latter appeared ſtill more 
advantageouſly, As ſoon as the people 
ſaw the prince, they fell proſtrate be- 
fore him, and worſhiped him; whether 
it was, that certain perſons appointed on 
purpoſe, and placed at proper diſtances, 


2086 THE HISTORY 
led others on by heit example; or that 
the people wet᷑e moyed to do it of their 
- own accord, being ſtruck with the ap- 
pearance of ſo much pomp and- mag ni- 
ficence, and with ſo many awful circum- 
ſtances of majeſty and ſplendor.” The 
Perſians had never proſtrated themſelves 
in this mauner EINER till ot: 
occaſion, *= 7 35367: z tied thine b24 
Wren Cyrus's \chatior was come out 
ee the four thouſand guards 
began to march; the other two thou- 
and moved iat the ſame time, and placed 
ithemſel ves on each ſide the charior. The 
eunuchs, or great offioers of the King's 
Houſhold, to the number of three hun- 
'dred, in ſplendid cloathing, with javelins 
in their hands, and mounted upon ſtate- 
]y horſes; marched in mmediately after the 
chariot. After them followed two hun- 
dred led Horſes of the King's ſtable, 
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each of them having iulbreidered fur- 
niture, and bits of gold. Next came 
the Perſian cavalry, divided into four bo- 
dies, each conſiſting of ten thouſand: 


men; then the Median horſe, and aſter 


thoſe the cavalry of the allies. The 
chariots of war, four a- breaſt, march - 
ed in the rear, and cloſed the proceſſi- 

As Toon as they eame to the fields 
conſecrated te the gods, they offered 
their ſacrifices, firſt to Jupiter and then 
to the ſun, To the honour of the ſirſt 
were burnt bulls, and to the honour of 
the ſecond, horſes, They alſo ſacrificed 
ſome victims to the earth, according to 


the appointment of the Magi; then to 
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Ix order to recreate By en af- 


ter this grave and ſolemn; ceremony, 


IP 3.5 > * 2 P 2 
— — — _— * — — - p93 — — — — — EF T 2 | Tag . — A 2 . —_— 2 « 2 — be 
- 8 a 5 — — — —— 2 Lay % 9 
— — - . : — bs — 8 0 a=; b l _ N N LNG oe III 
OR ET —— — 2 £ 5"; 2008 —— SR ons n N —— rae ACEC IE — —-— — 

WE 4 8 ” 2 — > — r 4 T. * 22 — < . 2 = " = 

S2 ͤ K A Aren 2 2 Ir ͤ ß ee Ine OD \ 5 5 — 

4 TB * 2 2 n , — ot. pre 54 Com - DT RP TY . 


210 TRE HE er 


Cyrus thought proper that it ſhould 
conclude with games, and horſe and 
chariot races. The place where they 
were was large and ſpacious. He or- 
dered a certain portion of it to be mark- 
ed out, about the quantity of five ſtadia; 
and propoſed prizes for ihe victors of 
each nation, which were to encounter 
ſeparately, and among themſelves. He 
himſelf won the prize in the Perſian 
hor fſe-races, f or no body was ſo com- 
pleat an horſeman as he. The cha- 
riots run but two at a me, one againſt 
a another. * gilde dt Rabat 
a urs kind eee 
time after wards among che Perſians, ex- 
cept only, that it was not always attend- 
ed with ſacrifices. All the ceremonies. 
being ended, they returned to the city 
in the ſame order. * 0b 
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the vigory he had obtained in the horſe. 
races, gave a great entertainment to all 
his principal officers, as well ſtrangers 
as Medes and Perſians, They had ne- 
ver yet ſeen any thing of the kind ſo 
grand and magnificent. At the con- 
cluſion of the feaſt he made every one a 
noble preſent; ſo that they all went 
home with hearts replete with joy, ad- 
miration and gratitude. And all- pow 
erful as he was; maſter oftalh the eaſt, 
and of ſo many kingdoms, he did not 
think it deſcending from his majeſty to 
conduct the whole company to the door 
of his apartment. Such were the man- 
ners and behaviour of thoſe ancient 
times, when mei under ſtood how to u- 
aite great ſimplicity - with the higheſt 
degtee of grandeur Wh We Wanke 
can attain. 
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The h = 95 Cyrus from the taking of Ba- 
len. to the time of | his death. 


NYRUS; being now in poſſeſſion 


A of Babylon, which rendered him 
maſter of all the eaſt, did not imitate 
the example of moſt other conquerors; 


who fully the glory of their victories 
by'a voluptuous and effeminate life; to 


which they fancy they may jaſtly a- 


bandon themſelves after their paſt toils, 
and the long courſe: of Hardſhips they 
Have gone through. He thought it in · 
cumbent upon him to ſupport his repu- 
tation by the ſame methods he had ac- 


quired it; that is, by a prudent conduct, 
by a laborious and active life, and a 
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continual application to the duties of his 
big ** 


IO 


CHAP. I. 


Cyrus takes a journey into Perſia. At his 
re. urn from thence to Babylon, he Forms 
4 plan of government for the whole « em- 


| pire. Daniels Credit and power. iv 
210191 SR05 110 Thom 40 Sid eisss a: 


HEN cyrus judged he had ſuf- 
01 Mi! hiciently egg lated E Riß 4Rair N 
© Babylon, he thought proper tc take. a 
journey into Perſia. In his way thicher 
he went through Media, to viſit bis. un- 
cle Cyaxares, to whom he carried very 


An. 


m2gnificent-preſents, telling him at the 


me time, that he would find a noble 


88 


palaee at Babylon, all ready prepared 
for him, whenever he would pleaſe to 


7 
T9 
10 


80 thither; and that he was to look up- 5 
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on that city as his own. Indeed Cyrus, 
as long as his uncle lived, held the em- 
pire only in copartnerſhip with him, 
though he had conquered and acquired 
it wholly by his own valour. Nay, fo 
far did he carry his complaiſance, that 
he let his uncle enjoy the firſt rank. 
This is the Cyaxares who is called in 
ſcripture Darius the Mede; and we 
ſhall find, that, under his reign, which 
laſted but two years, Daniel had ſeveral 
revelations. It appears, that Cyrus, 
when be returned from Perſia, carried 
Cyaxares with bim to Babylon. 1771 

WHEN they were arrived there, they 
concerted together a ſcheme of govern- 
ment for the whole empire. They di- 
vided it into an hundred and twenty 
provinces. And that the prince's or- 
ders might be conveyed with the great- 
er expedition, Cyrus cauſed polt-houſes : 


O F CYRUS + |. 
to be erected at proper diſtances, where 
the expreſſes, that travel day and night, 

found horſes always ready, and by that 
means performed their journeys with 
incredible diſpatch, The government 
of theſe provinces was given to thoſe 
perſons that had aſſiſted Cyrus moſt, 
and rendered him the greateſt ſervice in 
the war. Over theſe governors were 
appointed three ſuperintendants, who 
were conſtantly to reſide at court, and 
to whom the governors were to give an 
account from time to time of every 
thing that paſled in their reſpective pro- 
vinces, and from whom they were to re- 
ceive the prince's orders and inſtrucli- 
ons; ſo that theſe three principal mi- 
niſters had the ſuperintendency over, 
and the chief adminiſtration of the great 
affairs of the whole empire. Of theſe 
\ -three Daniel was made the chief, He 
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| highly deſerved ſuch a preference, no: 
only on account of his great wiſdom, 
which was celebrated throughout all the 
Eaſt, and had appeared in a diſtinguiſh- 
ed manner at Balthazar's feaſt, but alſo 
on account of his great age, and con- 
ſummate experience. For at that time 
it was full ſixty-ſeven years, from the 
Fourth of Nebuchodonoſor, that he had 
been employed as prime TER of * 
kings of Babylon. FM 
As this diſtinction made bim py ge. 
eond per ſon in the empire: and placed 
him immediately under the King, the 
other courtiers conceived ſo great a 
jealouſy of him, that they conſpired to 
deſtroy him. As there was no hold to 
be taken of him, unleſs it were on ac- 
count of the law of his God, to which 
they knew him inviolably attached, they 
obtained an edict from Darius, whereby 


o CYRUS: 217 


all perſons were prohibited fe rom m aſking 


any thing whatloever, ſor the ſpace of 


thirty days, either of any god, or any 
man, ſave of the King; änd that upon 


pain of being caſt into the den of lions. 


Now, as Daniel was ſaying. his uſual 
prayers, v with his face turned towards 
Jerulalem, he was fur priſed, accuſed, 
and caſt into the den of lions. But. be · 
.  1ng- miraculouſly, preſerved, and coming 


out ſafe and unhurt, his accuſers were 
thrown ia, and immediately devoured 


by thoſe animals. This event (till. in- 


creaſed ae etedit aud \repuratir 


on. oi 1 . PF 


Tewands the mn the 8 


which was. ;eckoned che firſt of Dari» 

us the Mede, Daaiel, knowiog, by the 

computation he made, that the ſeyenty 

years , of Judab's captiviry, determined 

by the prophet Jeremiah, were drawing 
K 
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towards a Fl he prayed eatneſt- 
ly to God, that he would remember. his 
pn rg ref ee erplglem, and ,look 
with an eye ↄf mere upon is holy, ay, 
mu the ſanQuary, be had placed there- 
pon which the angel Gabriel al. 
fared himi in a. viſion, not only o of the de 
lirerapcs,,of tbe, Jan from heit tem- 
poral capurity, but ale. of anqther de- 
Hverancemuch more conſiderable, name- 
. a deliverance from the bondage of 
fin and Satan, which; God wonldu pro- 
coe to his church, and which was io be 
accmpliſhedarghe end of feremy weeks, 
that were to paſs. from the. time the or- 
der ſhould. be given for the.r&-building 
of; Jetulalem, that is, after the ſpace of 
four hundred and ninety years. For, 
taking cach day for a year, according | 
to the lafiguage ſometimes uſed i in holy 
Acripture, thoſe ſeventy weeks of years 


„ οοn nul. 19 
make up exactly four tindted and niue- 
| ty years?” Duo ad 16413 bod Nn 
4 Erkbs, apo is Reta to Babylon, 
bad giver orders for all his forces 10 
Bin Kim ihete! Ou the's general review 
_ ef them” be found they confiſted - - 
& att Hündred and twenty thoufand 
horten of cb thoifind thariots armed 
Wich Teythes/ and fk Hundred tfloufn 
* sos 2 When be had furniſhed, the gar 
Tiſons Fun as many of them as were 
rieteſary for the 'delrnce of the ſeveral 
Parts 5 of the empire, he marched, witz 

e temain er into Syria, Vhere here- f 
gillaed the affairs of that: province and b 
then ſtibdued all thoſe countries, as far 
e 3 
ehiopia!* ©: GST TE t et e 
1 wah probably. in this-interval of - 
eme that Daniel was caſt int6-th&%eh 
of ions, änd- "wonderfully © defiverel 
K 2 
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wn in the fame, inter yal. alſo | 
were thoſe tamgus, pieces of g91d 269ig « 
ed, which. are; Sec Darics,! fromthe 


_ 7 Darips we Mede, Which, far 


4hgic, figene!s.and beauty, werg tor ſe- 
183) ag65;preferredcoany other money 
1 Es 09997 180 UNS 
ELITE POST VE TOLL IE ING 
$43 V4 6190! 55 iy. 45, „Au "a 
150 teh HA. II, Sieben 
US. Fe Beginning of ef enpirs of Fhe 
Dp a n= Mader, CAP Pinus 
ene Dl prophetine e 22 W 
Süss stach Di 1+ 
EER E. properly dee. be. 
U gius the empire of the, Rerfians 
And, de dg un ted, ander engaand the | 
Aae RURANY. +his--amppire,;' from 
ycns, the. firſt king, and fqunder,jot it, 
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ariüs  Codoinantths „he was ove. 

Shy "MexStters tl Great, 
for the ſpace of two. hundred and ſix 
* years erty) Fromihe year of che world 
Jui ss to che yr e. e 212. 
2 Tit years of Eytuss reigu ute com- 
Poteckufferdert y. Some tale it thirty 
ease beziuumhg fröm bis Rl" ſetting 


my to boccdter bis uncle Cyakarss: 6. 


from the time, Hen} by the death of 
eyneares and Cambyſes, he became ſale 


monattch · of the wholevewpite, +5. 2 


I the belt; bf thefe ſeven years. re. 
a eiſe ly expired the ſeventieth y_ we the 
"Bubylonifh*@ptigity, when © 
fed the famous1e8! SAR n the 
Jes were allowed xo return do Jertifa- 
1 Ein nnen N 
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Güt from Perſia, at the hei a t- 


iets wake the duration of it to de but 
feyen years, bkcauf they date Ir &nly | 
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dict as obtained by the cars and Halit 
tations of Daniel, ho as in great ere · 
dit and authority at court, That he 
might che mote effectually indace the 
King to grant him this ze queſt. he he w: 
e podebredrnihe. ef ff 
Iſaieh, Wheremosboye tmp hundred 
years before. bis birth, he was, marked - 
out hy name. a8 4 pri, appointed 

God go be ag feat gonquergr, and 
rechace a muliitpde of natigns under his - 
dominion z. an at the, ſame time do be 
te delixeret of che eaptivs qe ws, by ory 
dering abgir templg to be geibgilt- n 
Jeruſalem aud Judea to he HHH dh? 
their aatiept inhabitants, I Abiakeit 

may not be improper: in this: place % 
infert, that gajet at length, Which is cer: 
tainly he moſt exgsllent eircumſtaner 
ich che life of Cyras and ſor hic it 
TAR mg Gal-hadcaniond im 
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e tian Heroic bir tüctzunch biaſed” 
m wi age. ab witer oled ſeries 

db Rifibrices audi fucceſs. “ % bas 1) 
dan then hell yer of Cyrus King of 


ie Perſſaus that the word of the Lord 
might bel actompliihed; that he had 


promfſcd by the mouth of Jeremy; 
„the Eörd'räiſed up the Ipirit of Cyrus 


he Niag ol the Perh inet and he made 


prochrmatioh through Al his kingdom 

and afſd by writing ſaying, Thus faith 
„Eyros King 6f the Perſtaus, Pe Lord 
„of IHrael, the moſt high Lord, hHath 


made me King of che Whole world: 


und edmmabded me to build Hin an 


houſe at Jeroſslem in Jewtye f | 


_ *thefefote there be any of you hat ate 

. © of his people, jet the Lord; even his 

„Bofd be with mz and ſet bim ge up 

to gerufalem that is in Jude, and build! 

© the! hovfe-of the Bord of Iftßel:“ for” 
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ehe is the Lord that d wellethꝭ in Jeru - 
alem“ Whoſeever thew dwelldin-the 
places about; let chem help him (thoſe, 
ß that are his- neighbours) wich 
gold ande with Glver}ownthirgifts> with = 
horſes, and with cattle andszuther 
things, which have been ſet forth hy 
e, for the- temple of the Lord * 
Jerufalem.“ 10 0013v55z5 21 : 92} © 
Cxkus reſtsfed at che e = 
the Jews all the veffcR'of rhe temple of 
the Lord, which Nebuthodotidſor hid 
brought from Jerufflen and plated in 
the temple of his god Badl/5>Shordy-af- 
ter the/ Jes departedi utder the con- 
duet of Zoròbabef, to return into their 
oon couhtry. 10 Bun ad! 10 94/2378 | 


ag Sethictiths; wh Kad fol wer 17{t7f 


beet the declared euemies of the Jews, 
di& allrhey poſſibly could te prevent 
the buildiog of thetetbplez and though 


A 
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- they could net elta Cyrus's dectegy et 
they pretailocb hy þribgsangrindgehand 
oealinge, wich ec heo nuiniſt eta and giher 
| oki ers nongetred; herein, t obſtr pet 
Me cπ,ν,ẽj˖nu of o that i fog 
N xeateiche duilding went en very {lope 
N. 710290 Bb en id ei 
June ſeems th; have been out of ggeẽ,,f/, 
d ſee the execution of his decree ſo 
long netarded, ahat in the third year of 
Syrus, in 4be Grit month of; that. year, 
Nanięl ga ve himſelt up to mur aing and 
falling. for chree Neck tagether. He 
waschen ear ſthe river, Tigris. in Pert 
ſiac When this time of falling wagen, 


del bgrfaw-abe-vidons concerning ahe 
ſucceſſion-ot the kings of Pet ſia, the am 


\..._ pire-pf-abe Magedoniang and the, con- 


quedſs ofthe B Thie renelays: | 
is glad in the AA end Fat. 
096001 bus KS. I galblidc 28 
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chapters of the, prophecies af Del, 

of which I wall preſenily peak. 
r what we find im he coneluſion gf 
be laſt chapter we hays, eaſon tn 
je qure, that he died ſoon often: 28g. in- 
deed. his greet age makes it. unlikely: 
| that be could live much longer; fort, 
this-ime he; mult. have been at leaſt 
ſtye years of age; if we ſuppoſe, . 
bim to haye becy- twelve, wbeu:he was 
carried to. Bal —— ote tai 
tires. From char early age he had G- 
en proofs of. famething more: than, bu. 
| wan, viſdom, in the-judgment, of Suſen- 
nah. He was eyer, after wards ver 
much regarded, by all the;prigces-who-/ 
reigned! a at Babylon, and yas: always. 
employed. by them with diſtinction in 


2 


the adminiſtration of their, affairs. ., A e 


DaxiELö s wiſdoni did not only reach 
to things divine and Ne bb like: 7 
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. tdb alts and: fle, 2 Tete. 
to thät dt Architegüre! Jotepbus 
entered daf By him 
ar $2 HR tauuer 6f ATE: can 
He fays MAN Tubffftec . 
fred wilh Tuch wondeffül art, hat it 
then feemed as frefhi Ad Vekutirͤl. 28 


ißt hack been ber behiy vat. With 


im keis Palace the Pei" àüd Parth lan 
kibgs were vfailly buried; arid for the 
ſakes df fe föunider, the ke re of it was 


committed te Ve r che E 1 "nation, 


even this Hime! It Was a common tra. 


aon fn toe pörts föt anf a ges, that. 1 


Dane! died in chat city, and "there : they 
AR mnument even is "this TY 
| Ir i Eefrafti hat be uſed to go thit der 
from WHIe*ts Haie; afl He bimſelt fe 
us, that "hola th Mili 1 1 


that is, wiis EA” 
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By; reſlexions wponythetprophecies f 
Daniel, Which: certainly, to aby realen - 
able mind. are. a very coõviacing proof 
oß che aruth alf uri religion. 4 1: {all | 
not d well vpon chat uchich perſonally re · 
Jared; to; Nebuchadnezzar, and. foretold | 
ia what anger; forithe puniſhment of 
his, pride; he; hould be keduced to:the 
condifion ot the beaſls of the field, and 
Alter a certain number eſ years reſtored | 
:ag81n 40 his undetſtanding and to his 
zuhrane. It is well koown, the ching 
happened according: to Daniel's pre- 
diction: the King himſelf. relates it in a 
deglaration, add eſſed to all the people 
and nations ot bis eie Was it poſſi- 
ble for Haniel eq aſcribe ſuch a manifeſ- 
to or proclamation to Nebuchadnezzar, 


0 F ers. 229 
if it had not been genuine; to ſpeak of 
it, as a thing ſent inco all the provinces, 
if no body had ſeen it j and in the midſt 
of Babylon; that was Tülk borh bf Jaws 
ond Geneies, t publifh an ate ſfatton | 
ſo important aomatter, aud ſo" injufisũs 
tothe King) and of which the falſchood 
. muſt have been notor ĩous ta everybody, 
ISA ALE content myſeff With! repre- 
ſenting very briefly, ant Uüder one and 
the ſame point of vie / the prophecies 
of Daniel, whieh ſignify the fucebſſfot of 
four. great empires, and which for that 
reaſon havedan eſfential and neceſſary 
gtelation tothe ſubject- matter 6f' this 
Work, Which is only the een 
very gmpis es A as eib 


I: 40. HE firſt of theſe propheties apa 5 


caſioned by the dream Nebuchadnezzar 
had, of an image compoſed® of different 
metals, goſd, filyer, braſs, and iron; which 


60 
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image Ma bree ib pivech and Beat as 
mall as duſt, by a- lather Rene ff om the 
mountain, which;afterwards became it- 
ſelſ a mountain of ſutpriſiugcheight and 
magnitude. I his dreani I bave already 
ſpolten of at dagen DiE ame ban go 
_ [nova - fiſty years after, the fame Da- 
niel ſam another viſion, very: like tha 
which I bave jaſt been ſpeaking of. 
This wasithe viſion ofathenfour large 
beaſts, which came dut of the fes. Ilie 
firſt was like 8 lion, and had eagle“? 
wings the ſecond was like 2 beat; the- 
third was like a leopard, which Had four 
heads; the fourth and laſt, ſtilx more 
ſtrong and terrible than the other; had: 
n teeth; it deroüred and brake 
in pieces, and ſtamped the reſidue With its 
feet. From the midſt of the ten Hoh 
which this beaſt had, therecameup a little 
one Which had eyes like thoſe of a man, 
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and 219th. ſpeaking great things;- and 
this hon became greater. than the o? 

ihren Ehe ſame horn made war with the 
ſaint; capdiprevailed:againſtzthem;unti} 
the Audient oſidays, that is, the everlaſt - 
ing God; came, and ſittingapon his throna, 
ſurtonunded with za thouſand millions of 
angels: pronounced an irtererſible judg- 
ment upon the font braſts, whaſe time: 
and du tation he hab determined, and 
gave ſthe Son of man power over all-the.- 
nstions, and allathenttibes an eternal: 
poepxer apd domipion which, ſhall not paſs) 
away and akingdom, which hall not be 
deſtroyed; Ast bas 4190+ 243; 22 5601 
Al is general agreedithai; cheſe two 
viſions, the one of the image compoed 
ol different mals, the other ofa he fourr 
beaſts that came aut ol the: ſea, ſigniſiod 
ſod many; different monax chies, which 
were to ſucceed one anothep eres be 
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of ; Jeſus; Chr, for- Rom along hey 


had ſubſiſted. Itis likewiſe agregd,that 

theſs four movarchies ere thaſeſof abe 
Babylonians; of the Porſſaas and. Medes 
united, of the Macedoniaus and the Ro- 
mans, Thisſis plainly demonſtra ed by 


+») 


me very order; of aber ſucceiſton. But 


v berg did Daniel ſee this ſacceſſion anit 
this, oder? Who could revealdhe char 
ges of empires to him, but he only, who 
is the maſter of timessand mona rehies 
who bas detet emed all things! by, hie 
onn decrees, and wh⁰ h ſupernaturg 
rerclation imparts "the, knowledes: of 
chem to w om he pleaſesss:: ĩñ 
N I the following chapter chis Prophet 
il} fpeaks with greatet]cleerneſs.aud 
prkciſton. For after hayippirepreſented 
ine Ptrfan and Macedonian moharchies 
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under the figure of ²ĩ( beats he thus 
<xpounds his manning: in the plaiueſt 
mädnner. The ram, Which hath two 
| witiequit" Bere! reptefeats the Kings 6f 
ite Medes abd Perffintz the goat; which 
oventhrows ad frimpleshitti weder Es 
feet, 'the" ling ef aue Grbeipnby aud 
the\greatihorn; which that animal has 
between his ey cb tepfeſeuts then firſt 
kidg and founder of chat wenn ch. 
How did Daniel fee, that the Perhdü 
empire uo be compOfed of te differ 
eht nations, Medes and Perflans;iand 
that this ehr hen deſttbyed by 
the pawer of the Grecian Homdid 
he fore the rapidity of AleNanherzs 
conqueſt, whichzhe! ſo aptlyigeſcribes, 
vy Ne ing that he touched Het the 
ground Ho. did he larn, that 
Atciander THould hot Ha ve any: ſucceſſor 
equal to tmſelfi and that che 1k ma: 
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nat ch of the; Greciau empire ould- be 
alſo the moſt puiſſant s By what other 
light than that of divine revelation ond 
he diſoo ver: that Alexander would>bive: 
un on to ſuccved him Thai iS err 
bbc de dem bered mit diviiediiing- 
four! principal Kingdoms; and ihis ſhes: 
ceſſots wotld be bf his ratidn;burieot'of” 
his bloed p und chat out bf aht ring df 
aion#fchy 6 ſuddenly fermed7 ſevetal 
rates would! be eftiblified” of which 
ſome would be in the eaſt, others inthe 
_ weſty ſome da the ſouth} aud ethers ind 
he nerths = d emobedid ad gi er 
mr partichlars of che factzi företbld 
ich the retmeinder bf the eighthend ein 
meſeletenth capter, are no Hes aſto- 
niſhibgs How could Daniel, in Cyrus's 
reiz u ſoeten / that the fourth Of Cy. 
rus d ſbeceſſors ſlould gather together 
all: hig forces to attack the Grecian 
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ftates?i.o How bond this Fropher, cher | 
lired-ſoifengtbefores the tines of mb 
Maccabees; particularly :deferibeidll.the! 
perſecutions 1 whicte! Agtivchus Would 
bring upon theiJews3cthemanner aß bi 
apaliſtingitheꝭ ſaciiſices which; were! of+, 
fered in the: temple of erufalam every 
day: the profauation of that holy ene 
by ſetting upad idol ahertin: and the MEG! | 
geance which: God vepld juflit os: 
fon iiꝰ - How ieould be; iu the et bee 
ol the, Per ſſan empire foretellſthe wars) 


Which Alenanderh, lgeceſſors. ve, 

make id the kingdoms of Syriazand: EE 

_ 84PH>(hFieaniwal in races af oog apo : 1 
©! ol 


cher lg gertitoriess aihxit - infing 
theigj.treatien: , and kheir martiageallis, | 
_ ance, whigh ere 
ibeir fradulent and; pethᷣdious deſigns 

AdEBAV 10 11 e ee e 
giour⸗ reader to.«drawthe-codclibolt. 
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which naturally reſults (com theſh/pre* 
dictions of Danielz for they une lo eſean 
add enpreſe, het Porpbyry, 2 prbkelled 
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dounded on thè eaſt by the river Indus, 
on the north by the Caſpian. and Euxine 
ſeas, on the weſt by the Egean ſea, and 
on che ſouth by Ethiopia and the ſea of 
Arabia. He reſideg in the midſt of all 
theſe countries, ſpending generally ſeven 
mouths of the year at Babylon, in the 
winter · ſeaſon, becauſe of the warmth of 
that climate; | ihres months at Suſa ip 
the. ſprivg-rime; and two months at 
Ecbataua, during the heat of the tam- 
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SEVEN years being tbus 'peaceably 
ſpent, Cyrus returned into Perſia, which 
was the ſeventh time from his s acceſſion 
to the 3 monarchy: and this ſhews, 
that he uſed to go regularly into Perſia 
once a-year, | Cambyſes had been dow 
dead fgr ſome time, and Cyrus. himſelf 
was groyn pretty old, being at this time 
about [yenty years of age; thirty of 
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which had paſſed ſince his being ſirſt 
made general of the Perſian forces, nine 
from the taking of Babylon, and ſeven 
from his beginning to reign alone after 
nf s death, 

To the very laſt, he enjoyed a vigo- 


rous ſtate of health, which was the fruit 
f his ſober and temperate life. And 


as they who give themſelves up to drunk- 
enneſs and debauchery, often feel all 
the infirmities of age, even whilſt they 
are young; Cyrus, on the contrary, 


when greatly advanced in years, enjoy · 
ed all the vigour and advantages of 


youth. 

- As ſoon as he perceived his death 
approaching, he ordered his children 
and the chief officers of the ſtate to be 
aſſembled about him; and, after having 


thanked the gods for all their favours 


towards him through the courſe of his 
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life, and implored the like protection 
for his children, his country, and his 
friends, he declared his eldeſt ſon, Cam- 
by ſes, his ſucceſſor; and left the other, 
| Whoſe name was Tanaoxares, ſeveral ve- 
ry conſiderable governments, He gave 
them both excellent inſtructions, by re- 
preſenting to them, that the maiq 
ſtrength and ſupport of the throne was 
neither the vaſt extent of countries, nor 
the number of forces, nor large trea- 
ſures; but a due reſpect for the gods, a 
good underſtanding between brethren, 


and the art of acquiring and preſerving 
true and faithful friends. 1 beg of 


you therefore,” ſaid he, my dear chil- 
* dren, in the name of the gods, to re- 
ſpect and love one another, if you 
« woald retain any deſire to pleaſe me 
for the future, For I do not think 
you will eſteem me to be no longer a- 
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© ny thing, becauſe you will not ſee me 
© after death, You never ſaw my ſoul 
to this inſtant: you muſt have known 
* however by its aftions that it really 
& exiſted, Do you believe, that honours 
© would ſtill be paid to thoſe whoſe bo- 
* dies are now but aſhes, if their ſouls 
had no longer any being or power? 
No, no, my ſons: I could never ima · 
* pine, that the ſoul only lived whilſt in 
4a mortal body, and died when ſepa- 
rated from it. But if 1 miſtake, and 
nothing of me ſhall remain after death, 
at leaſt fear the gods, who will live for 
ever, who ſee all things, and whoſe 
power is infinite, Fear them; and let 
that fear prevent you from ever do- 
ing, or deliberating to do, any thing 
« contrary to religion and juſtice, Next 
to them fear mankind, and the age to 
come. The gods have not buried you 
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© in obſcurity, but have expoſed you up · | 
on this great theatre to the view of the 
* whole world. If your actions are guilt- 
© Jeſs and vpright, be aſſured they will 

enlarge your glory and power. Fot 
my body, my ſons, when life has for- 
* ſook it, ineloſe it neichet in gold nor 
« flver, nor any other matter whatſo- 
© ever. RESTORE IT IMMEDIATELY- 
„REH EARTH, Can it be more hap- 
py than in being blended, and in a 
manner incorporated with the bene- 
* fa@reſs and common mother of man- 
kind?“ After having given his hand 
to be kiſfed by all that were preſent, 
finding himſelf at the point of death, 
he thus continued: Farewel, dear 
children; may your lives he happy; 
carry my laſt remembrance to your 
mother. And for you, my faithful 
friends, as well abſent as preſent, re- 
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ceive this laſt adieu, and may you live 
* in peace, Thus ſaying, he covered 


his face, and died equally lamented by 
all his people. 


Crrus's command to RESTORE. HIS. 
BODY TO THE EARTH, is, in my opini- 
on, very remarkable, He would have 
thought it diſgraced and injured, if in- 
cloſed in gold or ſilver, RESTORE 1T 
TO THE EARTH, ſays he. Where did 
thatprincelearn, that it was from thence 
it derived its original? Behold one 
of thoſe precious traces of tradition as 
old as the univerſe, Cyrus, after doing 
his people all the good in his power 
ubilſt living, orders his body to be in- 
corporated with the earth, that bene- 
factreſs of mankind, that he might, even 
after he was dead, perpetuate that good. 


